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H UMAN SUFFERING from modern war- 
fare does not stop when cease-fire agree- 
ments are signed. The devastation of 
earthquakes, floods and fires is not re- 
paired as soon as the last tremor is felt 
or the water recedes or the fire is put out. 
For months and sometimes years after 
every major disaster in the world, inno- 
cent victims suffer physical pain and 
want as well as mental and spiritual 
anguish. 


World Relief Commission Expands Ministry To Meet Crisis 


It is now ten years since the end of World War II. Yet 
throughout Europe individuals and families whose lives were 
disrupted by war continue to suffer. The needs of war orphans 
will continue until these children are grown and can care for 
themselves. The needs of widowed mothers, disabled men, dis- 
placed persons still present an agonizing plea for help. 





















Since World War II, the Korean war, the war in Indo- 
China, the recent earthquakes in Greece, floods and famines in 
other parts of the world have added millions of names to the 
list of sufferers throughout the world. 

The World Relief Commission was established by the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals in 1945 to give Christian 
relief to the world’s needy. With each gift of food or clothing 
goes a Gospel testimony—a Scripture portion or tract. All of 
our distribution of food and clothing overseas is supervised by 
faithful evangelical representatives. 

In the ten years of its ministry, the World Relief Commis- 
sion has distributed 4,021,554 pounds of clothing and $338,- 
910.72 worth of food. The total value of all relief given in this 
period is $6,490,903.40. This relief has been distributed to 
needy people in Austria, Finland, Hungary, Norway, Belgium, 
France, Poland, Germany, Rumania, Italy, Indo-China, China, 
Czechoslovakia, Greece, Japan, Trans-Jordan, England, Hol- 
land, Korea and the Philippines. 

The gratitude of the recipients of this relief, the spiritual 
blessings which result, the lives which have been saved all at- 
test to the tremendous worth of this program. 


The ministry of World Relief can only be continued to the 
extent that Christian friends support it—by continuing to send 
increasing quantities of good used clothing and money for food 
packages, packing and shipping costs. 

Will you take an active part in Christian relief by sending 
your clothing and your gifts today? Will you interest your 
friends, your neighbors, your fellow church members in send- 
ing their discarded clothing to World Relief? By doing so, you 
will be making a vital contribution to the cause of Christian 
world relief. 


Send all money (not clothing) gifts to: 
J. Willison Smith, jr., Treasurer 
2124 Lincoln-Liberty Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


Send all clothing postpaid to: 
N.A.E. World Relief Commission 
536 West 46th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Wendell L. Rockey, Executive Director 
THE WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION OF THE NATIONAL ASSOC. OF EVANGELICALS 536 West 46th St. New York 36, N. Y. 
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Why Do Children Have To Sullise? 


“After receiving the shipment of 
clothing from the American Mission 
to Greeks,” writes one of our mission- 
aries in Greece, “‘we sorted it out into 
bundles for 100 families. Then we 
traveled up into the snow-covered 
mountains, where people live in holes 
in the rocks which they call homes. 
What a touching scene met our eyes— 
a crowd of barefoot people who had 
traveled through the snow long dis- 
tances to meet us! How eagerly they 
went with us to the port where the 
clothes were to be unloaded. How 
patiently they waited, despite their 
cold and hunger. We had a wonder- 
ful opportunity to tell them of the 
love of Christ and to assure them that 
God had not forsaken them but in- 
spired His children to come to their 
relief. A poor widow held up the 
clothing she had received and said, 
‘It is hard to believe that someone has 
thought of us, yet here I am holding 
a coat for my sick child.’ Now the 
people were ready to believe in the 
love of God and begged us for New 
Testaments for each family we had 
helped. (At 5 for $1.00 we could sup- 
ply 50 families for only $10.00). 

“A school teacher had written us, 
‘I have 120 pupils and 80 of them 
have been found to be tubercular, as 
a result of undernourishment and ex- 
posure to the cold. Please bring some 
food for these children to enable 
them just once to experience the joy 
of having a full stomach. We shall be 
so grateful for anything you can do 
for these children.’ So with the cloth- 
ing we took along some butter, milk 
and eggs and distributed them to the 
children. You should have seen their 
eyes shine! With the permission of 
the director of the school we then 
gave them the Gospel. Our only re- 
gret was that we could not furnish 
them with New Testaments to take 
home. 


“The school director in Kandyla 
wrote us that he has 400 pupils who 
are in the need of food and clothing. 
He also invited us to introduce them 
to Christ. Please pray that we may 
have the supplies and New Testa- 
ments needed to help these children 
and their families and bring them the 
Gospel. (Perhaps you who read this 
report would like to convince these 
children and their families that God 
does care and provide for them). 


“My heart was greatly touched to 
receive a gift of $3 from a leper who 
wrote: I wanted to buy some books 
with this money, but after prayer I 
decided I should send it to you to 
buy meat for three families.’ It made 
us very happy to do this for him and 
you should have seen the joy of these 
three families! It was such a long time 
since they had tasted meat. And how 


eagerly they accepted the truth of 
the Gospel! Now they tell everyone 
of the Christian leper who became 
their benefactor.” 


Why are these people so poor and 
needy? Why have they never heard 
the Gospel? The answer to the first 
question is that the recent earth- 
quakes destroyed their homes and 
robbed them of their means of liveli- 
hood. Greece has never recovered 
after having been bled white in its 
heroic defense of freedom in the last 
war and its devastation by the com- 
munist guerrillas thereafter. Yet hun- 
ger, cold and disease have not been 
able to quench their indomitable 
spirit, and have only intensified their 
hunger after spiritual values. The 
Greek Orthodox Church has not en- 
couraged the reading of God’s Word 
in the common tongue of the people, 
nor been able to satisfy the need of 
the people’s hearts for a personal Sav- 
iour. Since the Protestants in Greece 
number only 1/7 of 1% of the popu- 
lation, you can see what a field white 
unto harvest is ours as we seek to 
preach the Gospel and distribute 
God’s Word to every city and village 
of this neglected mission field. And it 
is our relief program which is con- 
vincing these people that our Chris- 
tian profession is not a matter of 
empty words, but finds its expression 
in practical ministering to their needs. 


One of our Youth Camp directors 
in Greece says a very true thing: 
“Both churches and parents must give 
utmost attention to our children who, 
in the days to come, will become the 
spiritual foundation of our families 
and of our militant church. 


“Last season our camp site was at 
Nea Penteli, surely not the best place 
that we could have, but the only one 
we could secure. We did not have 
sufficient water and the wind blew so 
strongly that many times we had to 
get up and fix tents that blew down 
and were torn during the night. The 
ground was rocky and uneven, and 
because of all these difficulties many 
folk predicted failure, but the Lord 
worked in spite of all. We shall never 
stop praising God’s holy name, who 
as on the Day of Pentecost, visited 
our youth camp even from the very 
beginning of our camping period to 
the very end. While the staff were 
praying till midnight, the fire of the 
Holy Spirit traveled from tent to tent, 
and the children from the ages of ten 
to fifteen, with tears of repentence 
and joy, were accepting Christ as their 
own personal Saviour. The miracle 
of salvation was wrought in the hearts 
of 64 boys and girls who of their own 
volition and with courage testified to 
their faith in the Lord Jesus. 


“Yet something very definite must 


be done for this coming summer re- 
garding the facilities of the camp. ” 
The first thing we must do is purchase 
about ten acres of land and try to 
build some cabins. We must try to 
provide facilities for an even greater 
number of children, so that as many 
as possible may find the Lord. The 
tents are utterly worn out and can 

y serve us anymore. The chil- 
dren, out of their great desire to help 
other children to find Christ where 
they found Him, have been bringing 
in their pennies. It amounts to less 
than a dollar, but it shows their great 
willingness and missionary zeal. In 
order for us to start this work for next 
summer we need $3,000. May God 
bless everyone who prays for us and 
contributes to this blessed ministry.” 


A child evangelized is a family 
evangelized, for the children take 
home the truths they have learned at 
camp and show by their changed lives 
that their salvation is real. The Word 
of God enters that home and often 
results in the salvation of other mem- 
bers of the family. Here again relief 
and the Gospel go hand in_hand. 
Your help in sending a child to camp 
this summer may have far-reaching 
spiritual results in winning many to 
Christ, as well as building up an un- 
dernourished little child to rosy 
health once more.~Even the cook at 
our camp was won to Christ by seeing 
the reality of the work of grace per- 
formed in the lives of these children! 

Here in America where the chil- 
dren are so well cared for, it is almost 
impossible to conceive of a land 
where almost 60% of the children are 
tubercular or on the verge of it; 
where 10% of the children are or- 
phans, many of them roaming the 
streets and not knowing where their 
next crust of bread is coming from. 
Children go barefoot in America for 
fun in the summertime, but in Greece 
there are children who must walk 
barefoot in the snow. It is to these we 
minister by our clothing relief pro- 
gram, our children’s food stations, our 
medical help—and above all our scrip- 
ture distribution and preaching of 
the Gospel. We must, of course, help 
the parents, too, and so provide a 
well-rounded ministry. In our Or- 
phanage and Christian Day School, in 
the hospitals and sanitariums, in the 
poverty-stricken mountain villages 
and wherever the need exists, our in- 
trepid missionaries go with relief in 
one hand and the Word of God in the 
other. Will you go with them to show 
the mercy of God to these people? 
Write to: Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
Gen. Secretary, American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc. Dept. E, P.O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N. Y. (In Canada, 90 
Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario.) 
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Dear Reader: 


April is a very special month. 
Not only does Easter occur more 
often than not during this month 
but from a publishing standpoint— 
it marks ETERNITY’s birthday each 
year. 

Five years ago ETERNITY first 

made its appearance. This magazine 
was not pianned as a replacement 
of Revelation—the Editor's former 
magazine. As a matter of fact, few 
people know that Dr. Barnhouse al- 
most dropped out of the magazine 
field when he resigned from Revela- 
tion. 
Put yourself in Dr. Barnhouse’s 
shoes. You have been serving as 
pastor in a large downtown church, 
preparing and each Sunday preach- 
ing two and three sermons, for 
people to whom you have minister- 
ed tor 27 years. You are involved 
in a radio work which has the in- 
exorable deadline of a new study 
in the book of Romans every week. 
You have a large Bible class in New 
York City every Monday night. Add 
to that Bible classes in other cities 
every other night in the week ex- 
cept Saturday. If this were your 
schedule and you had to fit into it 
the work of a monthly magazine, 
wouldn’t you be tempted, too, to 
say: “Now that I'm free of those 
deadlines, I don’t think I want to 
obligate myself again.” That's what 
Dr. Barnhouse was thinking when 
we got together one October night 
to discuss the advisability of starting 
a mew magazine. 

Have you ever started a maga- 
zine? If you haven't, you cannot 
fully appreciate the many problems 
which must be solved. First of all, 
you must have an administrative 
and clerical staff, plus writers, gifted 
in expounding the Word of God; 
plus associates to do the layout, art- 
work, advertising promotion, cit- 
culation, and production. Then there 
must be friends to help arouse in- 
terest and to spread the word. And 
last, but not least, there must be 
money to pay the staff, to make 
possible the announcements, and to 
cover the cost of printing the first 
issue. 

The group which gathered one 
evening to seek the Lord’s leading 
in this matter had little or no ex- 


perience in magazine publishing. 


They talked and prayed until 3 a.m. 
By that time there was no question 
in anyone’s mind but that the Lord 
wanted the magazine work to con- 
tinue. I know how much the deci- 
sion cost Dr. Barnhouse in commit- 
ment of his time and life. I know, 
too, that this decision was made by 
Dr. Barnhouse against “better judg- 
ment” for only one reason—the 
Lord had called him to the work and 
had blessed it. To stop then would 
have been to close the door with his 
own hand because the call on his 
time was so great. This was not a 
valid reason, spiritually. 

The story from that point on is 
known to many. Friends offered 
their mailing lists so that announce- 
ments of the new magazine could 
be spread far and wide. Financial 
help came from old friends and 
from those who previously had not 
had a part in the work. The staff 
was appointed; a member of the 
New York Bible Class offered to 
do the artwork; Christian leaders 
said they would like to write for 
the new magazine; advertising was 
taken care of; and problem after 
problem was solved as the Lord un- 
raveled the skein. 

Probably the place above all 
others where the magazine has been 
a blessing, however, is on the mis- 
sion field. I have had the opportun- 
ity of reading the letters which have 
come to us from all over the world 
telling of the rich blessing which 
ETERNITY has brought to the spirit- 
ual lives of missionaries. 

To reach missionaries and other 
Christian workers our ETERNITY 
Gift Fund was established. Of 
course, some missionaries are able 
to pay for their own subscriptions 
and others receive it as a gift from 
their own relatives and friends. But 
there will always be a great number 
of faithful men and women who 
need the spiritual food they get in 
ETERNITY but who cannot afford 
to subscribe. To all who through 
their gifts have helped in our effort 
to supply this great need, we extend 
our thanks. 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary. 





REVIVAL BLESSINGS IN INDIA 

Part of the funds for sending J. Edwin 
Orr to India were taken from money which 
has been sent to our offices by ETERNITY 
subscribers for Evangelical Aid to the 
Churches. In no small measure therefore 
the great blessing set forth in this. letter be- 
longs to you who have contributed to this 
work. Any of our readers who wish to 
contribute to similar activities may make 
out their checks to Evangelical Aid and 
forward them to us, We are delighted to 
have had this part in sending Edwin Orr 
to India. Please follow this with your 
prayers. 

DG.B. 

At the end of the first month, a re- 
port from your missionary to India is 
fitting. . . . Down in Travancore, I have 
concluded my first eight days of meetings, 
starting with 500 and ending with 5,000. 
In Mavelikara, there were hundreds of in- 
quirers and the cinema managers called an 
emergency committee to discuss sudden de- 
pletion of their theater attendances. There 
was a revival spirit manifest in the All- 
Kerala Fellowship meetings held inside and 
outside the historic St. Mary’s Church 
where the Mar Thoma Reformation began 
a century ago. . . . Others assisted me in 
reaching an aggregate of 24,000 in three 
days. 


(Continued on page 49) 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Apr. 1, Birchwood Baptist Church, Elmira, N. Y.; 
Apr. 2, Second Baptist Church, Auburn, N. Y.; 
Apr. 3, Main Street Baptist Church, Oneonta, 
N. Y.; Apr. 4, First Baptist Church, Johnstown, 
N. J.; Apr. 6, First Baptist Church, Ballston Spa, 
N. Y.; Apr. 7, First Congregational Church, 
Fair Haven, Vt.; Apr. 8, Spaulding Gym, Keene 
Teachers College, Keene, N. H.; Apr. 9, Central 
Baptist Church, Middleboro, Mass.; Apr. 10, 
A. M., Baptist Temple Church, Fall River, Mass.; 
Apr. 10, P.M., Calvary Temple, Hartford, Conn.; 
Apr. 11, Gospel Tabernacle, Paterson, N. J.; 
Apr. 17, Crawford Bible Church, Chicago, 
Illinois; Apr. 19, Grace Seminary, Winona Lake, 
Indiana; Apr. 23, West Reading Youth Meeting, 
Reading, Pa.; Apr. 24-27, Centenary E. U. B. 
Church, Biglerville, Pa.; Apr. 29, Prospective 
Students Day at Phila. Bible Institute, Phila., 
Pa.; Apr. 30, Gospel Center, York, Pa. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Apr. 7-9, Mennonite Church, Bally, Pa.; Apr. 10, 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Palmerton, Pa.; Apr. 
15-17, Evangelical Church, Coaldale, Pa.; Apr. 
24, Reading Railroad, Y.M.C.A., Reading, Pa. 


Apr. 1-3, Arlington Street Baptist Church, Akron, 
Ohio; Apr. 10-17, Westwood Baptist Church, 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Apr. 24-30, Rosemont Baptist 
Church, Lexington, Ky. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Apr. 10, Sunrise Service, First Baptist Church, 
Bloomfield, N. J.; 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M., 
Brookdale Baptist Church, Bloomfield, N. J.; 
Apr. 15-17, Child Evangelism Conference, Buck 
Hill Falls, Pa.; Apr. 24, First Baptist Church, 
Long Branch, N. J. 


ETERNITY 








ae ARRAN inn rar oi re te 





= dill ld hla 
5 


e 
s, 
). 
. 
n 


Md 


eee = = he 


Lene per ietink i). nag Semeye i 














Clothed as 0 Mes Again! 


arcel: GOD HAD AGAIN’ 


E stood before us, an old 
and lonely man. He was 
one of Europe’s countless 
refugees. His hands trembled 
and words failed him as we 
placed in his hands a parcel 
of clothing. His eyes filled 
with tears as he took out the 
coat, the suit, and the shoes 
and began to put them on. 
They were the first new 
clothes that he had had in 
many a long year. He kept 
utting the coat on and off 
rom time to time until he 
finally convinced himself 
that the new clothes really 
belonged to him. For years 
he had been clothed as a 
beggar—that day he stood 
before us CLOTHED AS 
A MAN AGAIN! 

In another refugee camp a 
woman greeted us at the 
door of the barracks with 
sorrowful face and _ these 
tragic words, “YOU HAVE 
COME TOO LATE!” She 
had previously written us 
that her husband was in 
great need of medicine, food, 
and clothes. That day we ar- 
rived bringing these necessi- 
ties with us, but we learned 
that her husband had been 
dead eight days. For years he 
had kept fighting to survive, but weak in body, he was 
taken ill with pneumonia and a heart attack. As we 
placed the medicine, food, and clothing on the table, 
the woman fondly handled a pair of woollen socks. 
“To think,” she said as she fought back the tears, “my 
husband's feet were always cold, for his blood was so 
thin, and he longed for a pair of woollen socks.” We 
stood there feeling so helpless and did our best to com- 
fort the broken hearted wife. Our help in this instance 
arrived too late for her husband, but we were able to 
provide her with physical and spiritual comfort in her 
time of sorrow and bereavement. 

In Bavaria, Germany, there lives a dear widow, a 
faithful follower of Jesus Christ. Her husband had 
died in a Russian prison camp and like tens of thou- 
sands of others she had to struggle to provide for her- 
self and her three children on a pension of $15.00 a 
month. That day when we visited her in the refugee 
camp, she had awakened with a sinking heart, knowing 
that she had only enough in the house for a meager 
breakfast. Courageously she kept repeating to herself, 
“I trust in God and He has never failed.” When lunch- 
time approached, she lit the fire and prepared some 
herbal tea, for that was all she had. Just at that mo- 
ment we knocked on the door of her room and in the 
name of God’s people we gave to her a large CARE 
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Help us to reach the many thousands of refugees 
in Europe, both young and old, who so desper- 
ately need our help. 


ROVEN HIS FAITHFUL- 
NESS. HELP HAD AR- 
RIVED IN TIME! 

The European Evangelis- 
tic Crusade seeks to bring 
physical relief wherever it 
can to such needy families, 
and above all, it brings ho 
and salvation to the despair- 
ing through the message of 
the Saviour’s love. Anxiously 
the refugees of er ask 
themselves daily, “What is 
our destiny? What is the pur- 
pose to our lives?” We can- 
not ignore their desperate 
plight’ and we nee “tet 
God is able to supply the 
physical and spiritual needs 
of these people who for so 
long have lived under such 
unhappy circumstances. 

We need your help this 
EASTERTIDE so that we 
can present the crucified and 
risen Christ to these needy, 
downtrodden, and _ broken- 
hearted people. May God 
challenge you with this op- 
portunity to bring Easter joy 
and future happiness to 
these people who, frustrated 
and lonely, facing a bleak 
future, will find the love of 
Christ through your kind- 
ness toward them. We must do something NOW to 
give them hope through the message of Christ's love, 
together with immediate physical and spiritual help. 


PLEASE SEND ALL GIFTS AND CORRESPOND- 
ENCE TO: 
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H ' 
| (SAVE EUROPE’S REFUGEES) I 
{ Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, q 
{ Director for North America I 
j EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. ' 
1 Member Mission 1.F.M.A. t 
j 811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa., U.S.A. | 
r } 
J Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart | enclose $............000000% 4 
[| to help meet the urgent need of Europe’s refugees, assuring [ 
you of my prayers in this project of mercy. \ 
OI cis sespntnphapetoaiaiqpuibethtnehllegenccannercentpcateipaeaalcaiah I 
§ § 
i II orc as5s pis Sea dacenansesnsechdiose cnt angandoan apioeptveccewusapebcaegmpienanedlstntisennh H 
i BN asus cao fis on Von ea bane highcakadleccaieegpesteescaied GRATE, eiccoepsseiesteastercces i 
i I 


Si. a, ae didi mae menehenmiemiama iain 


‘ 








ee 


a": 
n= 

a= 
Pe 


will you 
vacation 
this year @ 











; 


Rocky Mountain National Park 


are cordially invited to join us on a 
three-week trip, leisurely seeing the 
scenic wonders of our West. We will 
leave Chicago on August 2nd, and 
return August 24th. 

Scenically, America is a land of 
contrasts, with many areas of excit- 
ing beauty, but nowhere else will you 
find the concentration of scenic 
beauty and natural wonders that will 
be visited on this tour. 

You will visit five National Parks, 
namely, Rocky Mountain in Colo- 
rado; Zion and Bryce Canyon in 
Southern Utah; Grand Canyon in 
Northern Arizona; and Yosemite in 
California. 

Add to these, visits to such inter- 
esting cities as Denver, Salt Lake 
City, Riverside, San Diego, Los 





Bryce Canyon 


join us on a tour of the 


SCENIC WEST in August 


Angeles and San Francisco, with a 
jaunt across the border to Tijuana, 
Mexico and you have a trip that will 
long linger in your memories. 

Whether you travel alone or with 
a companion, you'll enjoy traveling 
with a group of congenial fellow- 
Christians—you’ll feel “at home” 
with other folks all with a common 
interest. 

The Reverend Ralph L. Keiper 
will be your escort and spiritual 
leader, and Mrs. Keiper will act as 
your hostess. 

Send now for our folder giving a 
complete description and the cost of 
the trip, which includes all necessary 
expenses en route—there’s nothing 
more to pay. Do it now—and enroll 
early—reservations will be limited. 


Use the coupon or write for further information. 
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The Rev. Ralph L. Keiper, Contributing Editor 
ETERNITY 


1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please send free folder describing your all-expense Scenic Western Tour. 











Westlake Park—Los Angeles 
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NOW AND LATER 


One of the most touching incidents in 
the life of our Lord was His meeting 
with Mary Magdalene as He left the 
tomb on that first resurrection morning. 
The spirit of this scene has been caught 
in the cover drawing by Robert Doares, 
our illustrator. Mr. Doares, a dedicated 
Christian, does not care to publicize his 
work but this cover is entirely his work 
and we felt it should be acknowledged. 

While Erernity’s editors feel that we 
celebrate Easter every day in our hearts 
and corporately each Lord’s Day, this is 


. the season when Christendom officially 


commemorates the event. That’s what 
we had in mind when this cover picture 
was planned. 

In this issue there are several articles 
that deal with the events leading up to 
the death and resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus. Dr. Northcote Deck writes effec- 
tively on the subject, “This Passover 
with You.” Staff editor Ralph L. Keiper 
discusses “The Resurrection and the 
Second Coming,” and Dr. E. M. Blaik- 
lock deals with “Archeology and the 
Resurrection.” 

In addition to the seasonal articles, 
we'd like to call, your attention to Ver- 
non Grounds’ significant comments on 
“Modern Psychology and the Gospel.” 


In the mail this week went letters to 
our entire list of subscribers suggesting 
that you do a real favor for your friends 
by introducing them to ETERNITY. We've 
gone out of our way to make this an at- 
tractive offer—just $1.00 for six months 
for new subscriptions. We hope you'll act 
on this suggestion. It will mean much to 
us, too. 

(Continued on page 43) 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


April 3, 10, 17, 24, Tenth Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
April 4, 11, 18, 25, New York Bible 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
New York, N. Y.; April 14, 15, Lever- 
ington Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; April 19-22, Metropoli- 
tan Tabernacle, Ottawa, Ont.; April 
26-29, First Reformed Church, Lans- 
ing, Til. 
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THIS 
PASSOVER 
WITH YOU 





the feast, either as lasting eight days, or the feast of 
one evening, or to describe the slain lamb on the table, 
which was the real basis of the event, and which alone 
afforded protection to the sacrificing family in Egypt. 
This latter meaning is evidently applied to the word in 
Luke 22:7, “the passover must be killed.” Those simple 
words summarize the eternal fiat of Almighty God, decided 
actually “before the foundation of the world” (1 Pet. 1:20). 
That fiat was carried out by the “wicked hands” of the 
chief priests and scribes, as they sought to “kill” Him, 
“whom they slew and hanged on a tree.” 


The Lamb of God 


Yhere is every evidence that the complete ritual of the 
passover, as then established among the Jews, was carried 
out that evening, and that there was a newly-slain lamb 
on the table, of which all present took part. And that lamb 
had ever been the most prominent object of the feast, the 
basis of it all. Yet though so prominent, it is a most signifi- 
cant fact that in all four accounts of the “upper room,” 
and the passover that evening, there is no single reference 
to the lamb. The reason is most significant and comforting. 
The lamb of that evening had no saving value at all, be- 
cause for the first time (even since Abel) it was represented 
and replaced by Another, the actual “Lamb of God” in 
Person. To Him all previous lambs had pointed, and He 
was present that evening to provide “eternal redemption” 
for us, the sacrifice of all animal lambs being ordained to 
“vanish away.” 


T: word passover (as in Luke 22:1) is used to describe 


6 How intimate is your relationship with God? 


By Dr. Northcote Deck, F. R. G. 8. 


On the other hand no cup of wine is mentioned in con- 
nection with the passover in Exodus or the Law, as being 
part of the feast. Yet in Luke’s account it is stressed three 
times in verses 17 and 21, where it is given a divine sig- 
nificance: “This cup is the new testament in my blood,” 
and quoted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:16 and 11:25. So we 
have this startling contrast, the lamb is omitted and the 
cup is emphasized. The paschal lamb was ever prospective, 
the cup becomes retrospective. There would never need to 
be a slain lamb on the table again, whereas the cup per- 
sonifies for us and forever, the once-for-all sacrificial death 
of the Lamb of God. (Alas, today the best the orthodox 
Jew can do to represent the lamb of old, is to 
have a bare bone upon the table in his outmoded passover 
feast!) ; 

The Family of God 

Now the passover was a family gathering. Not less than 
ten persons could celebrate it, yet each one present must 
eat some part of the lamb on the table. Thus families often 
combined to make up the required number, and the head, 
usually the father, of the family presided. Yet that evening 
in the upper room were a number of men away from their 
families, even Christ Himself. But yet as head of a family 
He did preside that evening, and of a more important and 
privileged family than any earthly one. He was there as 
the Head of a new spiritual family, the family of God into 
which all believers have entered. 

“I have desired to eat this passover with you,” He stress- 
ed (Lk. 22:15). For it was to be His last, and the most 
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memorable ever. Had He been going up regularly to the 
passovers during His silent years in Nazareth? The answer 
seems indicated in Luke 2:41: “Now His parents went up 
to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover,” that 
is till He was twelve. As devout Israelites they felt it their 
«duty to be obedient to the command of Deuteronomy 16:1, 
6: “Observe and keep the passover unto the Lord thy God 

. at the place which the Lord thy God shall choose,” 
Jerusalem. And as Christ went back and was “subject” to 
them, they probably took Him to the passover for some 
years at least. If it was felt incumbent upon the parents as 
obedient Israelites, would it not seem also to have been 
the practice of our Lord, so “to fulfill all righteousness’? 
So He would be no stranger in Jerusalem when His public 
ministry began. 

But “this passover” was a very special one, His last. It 
was to be one of mingled joy and sorrow. “I have desired 
to eat” implies anticipated joy; “before I suffer” stresses 
the dreadful sorrow to follow. And just as the “exodus” 
of Israel from the bondage of Egypt began with a paschal 
‘lamb, His “exodus” (Lk. 9:31) out of the world to the 
Father by way of the cross, that He might deliver us from 
the bondage of sin, also began with a passover. And every 
detail of that last passover is fraught with pathos and 
prophecy. For at the feast in Christ’s day, they drank four 
cups of wine and water, and sang in series the “great Hal- 
lel” Psalms (113 to 118). 


The Four Cups 


The first cup began with an invocation, and Psalm 113 
was sung followed by Psalm 114. Here are some of the 
words: “The Lord is high above all nations . . . Who 
humbleth himself to behold the things . . . in the earth 
... the-poor ... the needy . . . When Israel went out 
of Egypt . . . Judah was his sanctuary.” All this was so 
suitable, so reminiscent, of past deliverance, to sing at a 
passover feast. So that evening, looking back, Christ and 
His disciples sang of a deliverance which was to culminate 
in a still greater deliverance, from the burden of sin. 

Then followed the second and third cups of wine, dur- 
ing which the lamb and unleavened bread were eaten. The 
third cup had become known as “the cup of blessing,” and 
in Psalm 115 four times we have the clear promise, “He 
will bless us.” So the psalm and the cup became the comple- 
ment of each other. Paul by inspiration, borrows the title 
of that cup, and declares, “the cup of blessing which we 
bless is it not the communion of the blood of Christ,” thus 
again stressing the importance of the cup at the feast. 
Further in Psalm 116, that evening they sang, “I will take 
the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord” 
(v. 13). This is just what we do at the Lord’s supper. 

But for Him that night, there was a difterent cup, a cup 
of woe. About it, “being in an agony” (Lk. 22:14), He prays, 
but accepts it obediently in the will of His Father, saying, 
“the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not. drink 
it?” (John 18:11). 

After an interval came the fourth cup and Psalm 118 
when Christ and the others sang, “I will not fear; what can 
man do unto me?” (v. 6). (Actually nothing beyond what 
His Father had long ordained.) So “Bind the sacrifice with 
cords . . . unto the horns of the altar” (v. 27), actually the 
only altar with saving value. Finally, “O Give thanks unto 
the Lord . . . his mercy endureth for ever” (v. 29). For 
many years that psalm had been sung at the passover, by 
many voices. Never had it risen to God with such poignant 


April 1955 


meaning, as when it came from the lips of His obedient 
Son! So He went out singing to His appointed death. 
In Remembrance © “8 

But the new feast He instituted that evening was to be- 
come the focus of every loving heart down the years. It is 
a feast of grateful “remembrance,” a commemoration of 
the supreme act of love when Christ died for us sinners. 
But it is more. It stresses a living vital communion. For 
the “cup of blessing . . . is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ . . . of the body of Christ?” It is a “shar- 
ing” actually of the life and love of Christ as living mem- 
bers of His body. And it is still more. It expresses a cove- 
nant of love which rests upon the unchanging promises of 
God, a “new . . . covenant—a better covenant,” ensuring 
that God will write His laws upon our hearts. May we 
ever gladly allow Him to do so, and so progréssively “grow 
in grace.” 

Still further it is a portrait. What is the value, the effect 
of that likeness of some loved one, it may be far away, 
which stands upon your table? It is not there to instruct 
you. It is there to remind you of some dear one out of 
sight. It stands there to arouse your emotion, to warm your 
heart, and to call forth your love. Oh, may this feast ever 
do so still! 

Then, in Egypt, the father explained to his inquiring 
“children . . . it is the sacrifice of the Lord’s passover” 
(Ex. 12:26), the result being, “the people bowed the head 
and worshipped.” Even so, the Head of the family, that 
sacred evening in the upper room, explained and command- 
ed: “This is my body which is given for you (likewise the 
cup), this do in remembrance of me.” Such were the dying 
desires of One more dear than any earthly loved one. Do 
we obey? Do we continually “remember”? Do we bow and 
worship? God incline and enable us ever so to dol 

END 








The more perfect you are the more you get along with imperfection _ ; 7 
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P.S. ON TOYNBEE 


When Toynbee’s monumental work 
was finished I ordered a set and in- 
tended to write at length on it for these 
pages. As time went on the pressure of 
other work made it impossible for me 
to give the solid consideration to his 
ten volumes that I would like to have 
given, and so the review was turned over 
to my friend and helper, Ralph Keiper, 
who did the splendid job that was in our 
last issue. 

But I want to add a postscript, since 
my life-long secondary interest has been 
history and, especially, the philosophy 
of history. From the true Christian view- 
point, Toynbee is hopelessly muddled. 
He brings to mind Oswald Spengler who 
raised a furor, a generation ago, equal 
to that raised by Toynbee today. Speng- 
ler’s Decline of the West prophesied a 
phase of “Caesarism” in the further de- 
velopment of Western civilization. This 
is correct because it agrees with the Bible 
announcement of the Antichrist and the 
tendencies which produce him, although 
Spengler did not know he was writing in 
line with the Bible. 

Toynbee is not a Christian, nor does 
he have any real sense of the inner mean- 
ing of Christianity, even though his un- 
derlying thesis sets forth that civiliza- 
tions are little more than vehicles to 
carry the world’s religions. Toynbee can 
be helpful only as he takes his stand 
against liberal agnosticism. The intellect- 
uals who have thought it proper to be 
atheists or agnostics find that Toynbee 
leaves them no intellectual ground to 
stand upon. But Toynbee says, “I am not 
entitled to call myself a Christian,” if it 
means that Christians have a monopoly 
of divine truth. Toynbee further stated, 
“If all the religions of the world were 
to disappear except Christianity and 
Buddhism, I would not be able to make 
a choice between them. In this part of 


8 Happy the man who gives himself completely to God! 


the world, of course, it would be more 
convenient to keep Christianity, but 
convenience aside, there would be no 
choice between them for me.” 

Without having read all of the ten vol- 
umes, it is possible to conclude that 
Toynbee’s position is that of an en- 
lightened Englishman who has been 
raised with a deep underlay of evangeli- 
cal Christianity, but who, personally, 
has not been born again, and is an out- 
standing example of the natural man 
who receives not the things of the Spirit 
(1 Cor. 2:14). Toynbee is not quite a 
universalist, but his philosophy ap- 
proaches that of the universalist. He de- 
sires “a harmony in which the unity of 
religion would be made manifest,” and 
that would include the four major re- 
ligions, which he calls the higher re- 
ligions—Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, 
and Hinduism. 

As Ralph Keiper has so well stated 
(Erernity, March, 1955), “Toynbee 
leaves us with the impression that he 
has had a glimpse of the Light of the 
Lord but has yet to know the Lord of 
the Light.” , 

To one who knows the Bible, Toynbee 
can be seen, therefore, as a forerunner of 
the Antichrist. In a recent interview in 
the New York Times, Toynbee said, “I 
would define true religion as being right 
belief and right feeling taking effect in 
right action. . - . By right belief I mean 
recognizing that (a) we human beings 
understand and control only a tiny frac- 
tion of the universe and (b) that there 
is a presence in the universe which is 
spiritually greater than we are and 
which is Absolute Reality. . . . I have 
tried to put my definition in terms that 


hold good for the religions of the In-. 


dian family (Buddhism and Hinduism), 
as well as for those of the Palestinian 
family (Judaism, Christianity, and Is- 
lam), with which we in the West are bet- 





ter acquainted so far.” 

Jesus Christ did not say, “I am one 
of many equally good ways; I am a 
phase of truth, and I am an aspect of 
life’ He did say, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; no man cometh unto 
the Father but by Me” (John 14:6). 
Toynbee would repudiate this, and in so* 
doing he would repudiate Christ. 


RACE 


On my most recent trip through the 
South I was presented, in every city, 
with questions about the Christian's at- 
titude toward segregation. The recent 
ruling of the Supreme Court has caused 
deep thinking, as the South is aware of 
the tremendous problems that face it. I 
found that almost nobody in the South 
understands the greater problems that 
have come to the Northern cities with- 
the influx of hundreds of thousands of 
Negroes into our great cities. More than 
300,000 have come to Philadelphia in the 
last few years. In New York there are 
sections which are now occupied by up- 
per class Negroes who practice segrega- 
tion from the lower class Negroes and 
Porto Ricans. Tens of thousands of 
Negroes are living in slum areas in in- 
describably terrible conditions. No hospi- 
tal in the vicinity of Negro areas in our 
great Northern cities knows even one 
day without cases of babies bitten by 
rats, and in some cases, babies killed by 
rats. These horror holes are spawning 
criminality at a frightful rate. When and 
if violence comes, it will not come in 
the South, it will be in Chicago, Cleve- 
land, Detroit, New York, or Philadel- 
phia. If there comes any kind of a de- 
pression in which any number of white 
laborers are without jobs, the crisis will 
flare in a violence that will be the great- 
est ever seen on this continent. 

I do not know the solution any more 
than I know of a solution for war, or for 
Communism. These are problems which 
can be solved, I believe, by nothing less 
than the Second Coming of Christ and 
the enforcing of righteousness by Him. 

But what can we do practically? I be- 
lieve that every Christian must be alert 
for every opportunity to show Christian 
love to every human being. Christians 
must rise to heights where only the 
Holy Spirit can lead them. 

Recently Miss Ivy Childs, from Bom- 
bay, India, an evangelical Christian who 
comes from a Hindu background, spent 
a year in Nashville, Tennessee. She was 
soon tired of explaining that she was not 
a Negro, that she was an Indian, and 
so accepted her place in the South as a 
Negro. She knew that in India there 
was caste in Hinduism, but not among 
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Moslems or Christians. She was surprised 


and grieved to find such terrible caste 
system in this country among Christians. 
The saddest story she told was of an ex- 
perience when she was traveling on a 
bus. There was a Mohammedan student 
from India on the same bus, and he be- 
came ill, so ill that he could not continue 
his journey. Miss Childs got off the bus 
with him. (This was true Christianity at 
work!) She asked at the bus station for 
the address of the pastor of the denom- 
ination with which she was associated in 
India and took the Moslem in a taxi to 
the minister’s home. When Miss Childs 
explained the Mohammedan’s need for 
a place to stay overnight (she, of course, 
would have gone back to the bus station 
and continued her journey), the minis- 
ter refused on the ground that he could 
not afford to have his neighbors see a 
dark-skinned man come into his home to 
spend the night. The Mohammedan stu- 
dent told Miss Childs that she was a 
traitor to forsake Hinduism for Chris- 
tianity, and that when he returned to 
India, he would tell how much the caste 
system is observed in America, a sup- 
posed Christian country; while mission- 
aries go to India to teach Indians not 
to observe the caste system because of 
Jesus Christ’s love. The minister tele- 
phoned the bus station after the stu- 
dents had left, got Miss Childs on the 
phone, and pleaded with her not to re- 
veal his name. 

I wonder if the minister preached, the 
following Sunday, on the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. And now that you have 
read this article, are you going to go on 
living by your prejudices, or are you to 
ask the Holy Spirit to lead you into the 
love of Jesus Christ? Your eternal re- 
ward depends on your answer. 


DIVINE IMAGE 

Men are not always logical in their 
thinking and writing. All of us must 
constantly be checked by the Word of 
God. It is the duty of believers to correct 
one another, always referring back to the 
Bible as the plumb line of authority. It 
is the duty of believers to listen to such 
correction. In the same spirit that I 
would wish to have an error pointed out, 
I wish to call attention to a very serious 
error that is to be found in a volume 
which we have advertised in these pages. 
I refer to the Sunday School Lesson 
Commentary by Earl L. Douglass for 
1955. Let me say, at the outset, that the 
first lesson, on the “Authority of the 
Bible,” is excellent, and that Dr. Doug- 
lass must be considered an evangelical 
who loves the Word of God and wishes 
to exalt it, and even above it, the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. 

But (p. 40), there is a very serious er- 
ror in the lesson on “Man’s Nature and 
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Need.” Discussing the question of the 
image of God in man he writes, “A 
knowledge of this divine truth should 
lead us to have a brotherly feeling to- 
ward every member of the race. Savages 
in the jungle, criminals in prison, insane 
persons behind bars, derelicts sprawled 
in the gutter—through every one of these 
shines the bright effulgence of the divine 
nature. Judas Iscariot, Genghis Khan, 
Hitler, Himmler, Stalin: these all are 
of the divine nature—along with St. 
Paul, Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Flor- 
ence Nightingale, and Lincoln. The 
divine nature is never eliminated. God 
stamps His imprimatur indelibly on the 
human soul. Men sin against this image; 
men live their lives not after the likeness 
of God but after the image of Satan. Yet 
the image and likeness of God remain. 
You and I are brother to every living 
soul that has lived or that ever will live.” 

This is absolutely contrary to the 
Bible. The Word of God teaches the 
following: Adam begat in his own like- 
ness, after his image (Gen. 5:3). This 
was a fallen image, in the image of 
death. This is further proved in the 
New Testament: “The first man Adam 
became a living soul, the last Adam 
(Christ) became a life-giving spirit . . . 
The first man was from the earth, a man 
of dust; the second man is the Lord from 
heaven. As was the man of dust, so are 
those who are of the dust; and as is the 
man of heaven, so are those who are of 
heaven. Just as we have borne the im- 
age of the man of dust, we shall also 
bear the image of the man of heaven” 
(1 Cor. 15:45-49). It is when we are born 
again that we receive the new life from 
God. This is symbolized by the fact that 
the Lord Jesus, on the day of the resur- 
rection, breathed on the disciples, even 
as God had breathed on the clay in the 
Garden of Eden (John 20:22; Gen. 2:7). 


It is by the new birth that we become 
partakers of the divine nature (2 Pet. 
1:4). Thus, we become a new creation 
(2 Cor. 5:14). It is this new creation 
that is “renewed in knowledge after the. 
image of him that created him” (Col. 
3:10). This renewal is also a spiritual 
one, “putting on the new man, which 
after God, is created in righteousness 
and true holiness” (Eph. 4:24). 

Thus all men are born children of 
wrath and children of disobedience 
(Eph. 2:2,3). Some go on to become 
children of the devil (John 4:40-44), and 
others are created in Christ Jesus, be- 
coming the sons of God (Gal. 3:26; 
John 1:12). 

There are distinctly two families and 
two fatherhoods. Here in one group, for 
example, you may have a Negro, an 
Englishman, a Russian, a Chinese, and 
any other assortment you wish, and in 
a duplicate group, the exact same as- 
sortment. All in the first group are be- 
lievers in Christ and they are brothers 
to each other. All in the other group are 
unbelievers in Christ and they are 
brothers to each other. But those in the 
first group are not brothers to those in 
the second group. Judas was a devil 
(John 6:70). And the Pharaohs of this 
world (Hitler, Mussolini, etc.) are en- 
dured by God with much long-suffering, 
as vessels of wrath fitted to destruction 
(Rom. 9:22). 

We are very thankful for everything 
good that is written by Mr. Douglass, 
but we are sorry for this paragraph 
which we have discussed. The existence 
of this teaching in such a generally con- 
servative writer shows us how subtle is 
the widespread error of the universal 
fatherhood of God and the universal 
brotherhood of man—perhaps the most 
Satanic of all counterfeit doctrines which 
circulate today. 











Cologne, Ludwig Mende, 33, meekly faced the music, started 
a five-month stretch for selling two radios for which he had 
not paid. How many men there are who have not paid. 
How many men there are who run away from God fearing 
to fall into His hands, when in reality His arms are open 
toward us, only to fall into His wrath because His love has 
been refused. In the long run each man must come back to 
face God at the point where God wishes to begin with him. 


In Cologne after he had 
joined the French For- 
eign Legion to escape 
arrest, been sent to In- 
dochina and captured 
by the Communists at 
Dien Bien Phu, repatri- 
ated through Russia 
and finally returned to 








Worry is the spiritual sin of the self-occupied soul 9 








Resurrection 
and the 


Second Coming 


By Ralph L. Keiper 


ast summer, in the city of Evanston, Illinois, the World 

Council of Churches held an important meeting on 

the subject of Christ, the Hope of the World. There 
were many interesting addresses from world-famous theo- 
logians. Many observers had a pretty good notion as to 
what conclusions would be reached at the convention. The 
results of the meetings followed party lines—conservative 
and liberal, European, and American. 

European and American Views 

The European theologians had no problem with Christ’s 
return. To be sure, He had died on the cross for sin; He 
had been buried, and for three days He was entombed. On 
the third day, He broke the bars of death, arose from the 
grave, was.seen of many, and finally went back into Heav- 
en, from whence He had come in His incarnation. There 
were questions as to the manner of His coming. It was 
suggested that His coming instead of bringing hope to the 
world might bring its doom, but there was no question as 
to His coming. 

On the other hand the American theologians found them- 
selves in a dilemma. For years they had assumed the Scrip- 
tures were not true. The apostles had suffered from ex- 
cessive religious enthusiasm. At the best, they may have 
thought they saw their risen Lord, but to believe He actu- 
ally had risen from the dead was fantastic and out of step 
with the best scientific contemporary thought. Thus liberal 
theology was willing to allow Christ to die as a martyr for 
a lost cause. Other martyrs have so died. But He must 
stay in the tomb. Martyrs do not rise from death. How 
unthinkable for Christ to break the precedent. And so 
without a risen. Christ, liberal theology had no ascended 
Christ, and not having a Christ in the Heavens with the 
Father they, in turn, had no Christ to whose return they 
could look forward. It was difficult to become enthusiastic 
about the return of a sentimental idea. 


Doubting Thomases 
The resurrection of Christ, for doubting Thomases, has 
always been an irritating dogma of the Christian church. 


cae 


10 God plunges you into suffering only to purify you 





In our day it cuts across the thought of contemporary 
philosophy and science. In Paul’s day it challenged the 
brilliance of the Greek mind. Even at Corinth, within the 
assembly, there were those evidently who questioned the 
fact of our Lord’s resurrection. Paul does not argue with 
the disputers. He points out to them the consequence of 
their premise. 
Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, 
how say some —s you that there is no resurrection 
of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the 
dead, then is Christ not risen: And if Christ. be not 
risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; be- 
cause we have testified of God that He raised up Christ: 
whom He raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 
For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, ye are yet in 
your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable (1 Cor. 15: 
12-19). 
If Christ did not rise from the dead, then our preaching 
is false, our faith is misplaced, our witness is misleading, we 
have no salvation, there is no after life, we are still sin- 
ners, and we are hopelessly miserable. Paul seems to say, 
“Once you destroy the foundation—the resurrection of 
Christ—the- superstructure is worthless.” It is this fact that 
makes the modern church so ridiculous. It is a superstruc- 
ture without foundation. It is built on a Christ, charming 
but dead. 


As He Went, so Shall He Come 

In the opening chapter of the book of the Acts the doc- 
trines of the resurrection and the Lord’s return are closely 
joined. The disciples have just bade farewell to their risen 
Lord. They have received the promised power and the en- 
duement of the Holy Spirit. They now behold Him ascend- 
ing, from earth to Heaven. As they, with fixed gaze, watch 
this marvellous event, two men suddenly appear to them 
and speak. “. . . Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). As He went into 
Heaven, so shall He return. How did He go? As a vision? 
As a spirit? As an idea or concept? If we can determine 
how He went, we will have no difficulty as to His return. 

How did the Lord Jesus expect to go to Heaven? It may 
be well for us to learn from Him how He expected to 
ascend to the Father. This means we must trace the minis- 
try of our Lord to see if He ever made a comment as to 
the possibility of His resurrection. If He did, what did He 
mean? If He believed He would rise from the dead and 
literally ascend to the Father in Heaven, was He mistaken? 
Was He possibly insane? If He said that He would rise 
from the dead, knowing full well that He would not, can 
He be charged with being an imposter, and therefore im- 
moral in the extreme? To deny the resurrection demands 
that these questions be faced. Of course, it can be said 
that the disciples and the writers of the Gospels were mis- 
taken, but if so, of what can we be sure? Thus the ques- 
tion of the resurrection involves the very integrity of Jesus 
Christ Himself. If He has misled us at this point, at what 
other point can we trust Him? 


: Foretold by Christ Himself 
A careful study of the Gospels shows that Jesus Christ, 
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our Lord, believed that He would not only die at the hands 
of sinful men but that in three days He would arise from 
the dead, and this literally, in a physical body. In at least 
twenty-seven references, on at least seventeen different oc- 
casions, when speaking to the Jews, Levites, and Pharisees, 
as well as to His disciples, openly as well as privately, He 
foretells His resurrection as well as His death. 

Our Lord had just returned to Jerusalem from Cana of 
Galilee, where He turned the water into wine. He strolls 
toward the Temple and enters within. Its commercialism 
stirs Him to anger. As Judgment incarnate, He purges the 
sacred precincts of its secular racket. The hostility of the 
Jews is aroused. They demand of Him a sign of authority 
which gives Him such power to cleanse their Temple. He 
replies: “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise 
it up.” Then said the Jews, “Forty and six years was this 
temple in building and wilt thou rear it up in three days. 
But he spake of the temple of his body. When thefefore, 
he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he had said this unto them, and they believed the Scrip- 
ture and the Word which Jesus had said” (John 2:19-22). 
The sign of His great authority to cleanse the Temple be- 
comes the fact of His death and resurrection. It also be- 
comes the means of faith to His disciples as they shall re- 
member these words spoken to the priests and Levites. 


Rejection Prophesied—and Resurrection 


The next occasion which the Lord takes to speak of His 
death and resurrection is upon the confession of Peter as 
to our Lord’s deity. The Saviour had asked the disciples 
what men thought of Him. They replied, “Some say that 
thou art John, the Baptist; some, Elias; and others, Jere- 
mias, or one of the prophets” (Mt. 16:14). When Peter was 
asked whom he thought the Lord was, he replied, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16). It was 
after this confession that our Lord revealed to His disciples 
that He must go up to Jerusalem and die. He is to suffer 
many things. The sufferings will be at the hands of the 
elders, chief priests, and the Scribes. He will be killed. He 
will rise again the third day. Mark, recording the same 
event, adds two significant details. He is to be rejected. 
And the things that were to happen to Him He made pub- 
lic, not only to the disciples but to all who might hear 
Him. Thus there were friendly witnesses to His statement 
and those who would prove hostile (Mk. -8:31, $2). Luke 
also bears testimony to this occasion. - 

Matthew and Mark mention the fact that Jesus informed 


Lord Himself believed in His literal resurrection. In the 
references cited thus far it will be noted that His testimony 
to the fact that He will rise the third day is always con- 
nected with the details which are to surround His trial and 
death. There is no doubt of the fact that the events which 
led to His trial, and then His death, were historic. Our 
Lord knew that He would die. He foretold the events that 
would lead to His death. They occurred as He said they 
would. All agree that He died, even if it were for a lost 
cause, as some think. Why are these facts accepted and the 
last fact—that of the resurrection, rejected? By the same 
reasoning used by liberal theologians, it would appear that 
the death of our Lord is subject to question also. 

But to continue our study convinces us further that our 
Lord believed in His literal resurrection. In Matthew 26: 
30-32, we have the first hint as to how His death would 
affect the disciples. Our Lord is on the Mount of Olives 
with His disciples. He tells them that they are to be offend- 
ed in Him. As the Shepherd, He will be smitten. As the 
sheep, they will be scattered. He then reassures them that 
upon His resurrection, He will go before them into Galilee. 
From this we must infer that whatever the nature of His 
resurrection, the Lord assumed it would be of such a nature 
that the apostles would appreciate His presence after He 
had risen. St. Mark gives testimony to this also (14:26-28). 

We come now to a very significant testimony. The Lord 
has been crucified. He lies in the tomb. It is the time be- 
tween His death and resurrection. The chief priests and 
the Pharisees come to Pilate. If there is anything suspicious, 
they are ready to discover it. Hear what they say: 

. . « Sir, we remember that that Deceiver said, while 
he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. Com- 
mand, therefore, that the sepulchre be made sure until 
the third day, lest his disci come by night, and steal 
him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from 
the dead: so the last error be worse than the first. Pilate 
said unto them, Ye have a watch; go your way, make 
it as sure as you can. So they went, and made the sepul- 
chre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch (Mt. 
27:63-66). 


We do not say that the Pharisees and the chief priests be- 
(Continued on page 48) 
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the disciples that He would rise from the dead immediately soaring into the 
after die scene of the transfiguration (Mt. 17:9, cf. Mk. pera poxne od anaes a. tea 
9:9). Upon His rising from the grave they were to disclose Hour. | had @ sentence which described 
the events that occurred during the period of the trans- the agnostic who thought that Satan was 
figuration. In this same chapter of Matthew, while the dis- winning the meets. 8 said, a te —_ 
ciples and the Lord were in Galilee, the Saviour foretells pag ne gt Sar tects & po 
His death and _ resurrection. He will be delivered into the “Do that sentence over again. Your pity 
hands of men who will kill Him. Mark adds in a parallel blasted the mike.” | could hardly begin 
passage, that they shall betray Him and spit upon Him for a moment, Pa in fact, | ryt . 
(Mt. 17:22, 23, cf. Mk. 9:30-82). They did not ask the Sav- a <- —— er as ae 
iour what He meant, being afraid, but Matthew says they put love into my pity, and the next time 
were exceeding sorrowful. it came over as the pity of love a 
It may be asked: “Why is it that you quote all these —— of scorn. Sh aes 
references? What do they have to do with the resurrection in love (Eph. 4:15). 
and the second coming?” We are trying to discover if the 
April 1955 Whoever is no longer out for himself is all out for his neighbor a 
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shifting ground from time to time. In one era Chris- 

tianity is attacked vehemently and particularly from 
the standpoint of history. In another era it is attacked 
vehemently and particularly from the standpoint of geology. 
In a third era it is attacked vehemently and particularly 
from the standpoint of biology. Today, however, it is being 
attacked vehemently and particularly from the standpoint 


of psychology. 


T* unceasing battle between faith and unbelief keeps 


Outspoken Antagonism 

The contemporary indictment against the gospel alleges 
that our faith is emotionally hurtful; indeed, it is a 
prolific cause of personality-maladjustment, conflict, and 
neurosis. To be sure, some theorists and therapists in this 
discipline hold that, regardless of their ontological valid- 
ity, religion generally and Christianity specifically are valu- 
able techniques for achieving self-integration. But many 
psychologists are outspokenly antagonistic toward religion 
generally and Christianity specifically because, in their judg- 
ment, supernaturalism of any sort, fosters an infantile, de- 
pendent, unproductive type of character marked by inhibit- 
ing anxiety, morbid conscientiousness, crippling scrupulosity, 
hypercritical defensiveness, and quasi-schizophrenic ambiv- 
alence. A formidable charge, to say the least! 

Is that indictment justified? Is Christianity emotionally 
injurious or does it, on the contrary, minister to personality- 
health in a very significant fashion? 


Four Things Needful 

Dr. Carl C. G. Jung, perhaps the greatest psychologist 
now alive, makes some extraordinarily interesting state- 
ments in his iconoclastic book, Modern Man in Search 
of a Soul, as he discusses the predicament which confronts 
the analyst.- “What will he do when he sees only too 
clearly why his patient is ill; when he sees that it arises 
from having no love but only sexuality; no faith, because 
he is afraid to grope in the dark; no hope, because he is 
disillusioned by the world and by life; and no understand- 
ing, because he has failed to read the meaning of his own 
existence?” In Jung’s opinion, therefore—an opinion 
which carries immense weight because of the distinction 


12 Do your difficulties increase your faith? 


Dean, Conservative Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Denver, Colorado 


of its protagonist—for optimum psychological health a 
man needs four things. He must have faith, ‘hope, love, 
and insight. And yet Jung frankly confesses: “Human 
thought cannot conceive any system or final truth that 
can give a patient what he needs in order to live: that is, 
faith, hope, love, and insight.” If that be so, can man do 
nothing except passively drift along on a sub-optimum 
level? By no means! In the gospel of Jesus Christ there 
are provided for him the very essentials of personality- 
health which Jung specifies; and, in fact, only in the gospel 
are those essentials available. 


The Friendly Universe 


In the first place, then,. for his optimum emotional wel- 
fare a man needs faith. In this context of discussion, how- 
ever, it must be emphatically pointed out, faith does not 
denote the acceptance of some traditional creed, regardless 
of its orthodoxy. No, in this context of discussion faith 
has a-much more spacious and flexible significance. In the 
words of a distinguished British therapist, Dr. William 
Brown, it “is a fundamental belief in the goodness which 
is at the back of things, a belief in the friendliness of the 
universe, that the universe is not absolutely alien to us, 
not hostile, but friendly.” So faith is simply—simply!—the 
confidence that reality somehow makes sense. It is con- 
fidence, let us say, in the meaningfulness of existence. It 
is confidence that history, instead of being an inane chaos 
of events, is, rather, a stupendous drama gradually unfold- 
ing itself on the stage of the space-time continuum. 

Faith is confidence that your experience and mine is 
not “a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing.” Quite the reverse! Faith is confidence 
that at journey’s end the pilgrim enters into “a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” 
Hence faith is confidence, let me repeat it, that existence 
has plan and point and purpose. And if a man lacks faith 
in this basic sense he simply cannot enjoy optimum psy- 
chological health. For, to quote Jung again, “A psycho- 
neurosis must be understood as the suffering of an indi- 
vidual who has not discovered what life means for him.” 
And, really, it is difficult to see how any man can be well- 
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adjusted if he is genuinely persuaded that life, having no 
plan or point or purpose, is like the senseless jabbering 
of an imbecile carrying on a conversation with the moon. 


Escape from Futility 

Oppressed by the sheer senselessness of everything, a 
man may become afflicted with a chronic disquietude of 
spirit. He may throw himself into a feverish whirl of 
activity—business, social, artistic, or humanitarian, it 
scarcely matters what—in order to black out the feeling of 
futility which haunts his mind. 

Or a man may develop an illness for which there is no 
organic cause assignable; and his illness will be an un- 
conscious retreat from an existence which is fatuously 
senseless. Perhaps the outstanding novel of the twentieth 
century is Thomas Mann’s The Magic Mountain. It tells 
the story of young Hans‘Castorp, a thoughtful engineer, 
who after graduating from college goes to visit his cousin, 
a tuberculosis patient at a sanatorium in the Alps. Hans 
intends to stay for only three weeks, yet he remains for 
seven years since while at the sanatorium he too develops 
the symptoms of tuberculosis. Why? Well, young Hans was 
living in Germany before the First World War at a time 
when a miasma-like pessimism pervaded the cultural atmos- 
phere. Thus Mann himself explains: “We would here 
hazard the surmise that young Hans Castorp would never 
have overstepped so far the limits fixed originally for his 
stay if to his simple soul there might have been vouchsafed 
out of the depths of his time any reasonably satisfying 
explanation of the meaning and purpose of man’s life.” 


But, you see, no “reasonably satisfying explanation of 
the meaning and purpose of man’s life” was forthcoming. 
Apparently there was no plan or point or purpose to any- 
thing, and, consequently, Hans Castorp unconsciously 
developed the symptoms of tuberculosis in order to retreat 
from a senseless existence. He became sick, not because 
there was anything organically wrong, but because every- 
thing was wrong psychologically. 


Psychosomatic Illness 

For the same reason, and in similar fashion, non- 
fictitious people become ill—psychosomatically. Here, for 
example, is a man who finds that all his strength has 
strangely ebbed away. He just cannot get up. He cannot 
go to work. He cannot swallow his food. He cannot toler- 
ate visitors. Completely listless and enervated, he cannot 
do anything. To lift his hand is exhausting. What is wrong 
with him? Nothing is wrong with him organically, but, 
as with young Hans Castorp, everything is wrong psy- 
chologically. Why bother getting up? Why bother going 
to work? Why bother eating? Why bother struggling to 
live? What is the sense of today’s business or the business 
of any day when existence as a whole is senseless? 

Then again, a man without faith in the meaningfulness 
of life may resort to suicide. In his autobiography, My 
Confession, Leo Tolstoy, the world-renowned Russian 
novelist, relates that when he was about fifty he began to 
wonder whether existence had any plan or point or pur- 
pose. Troublesome questions haunted his mind. ‘“What 
will be the outcome of what I shall do today? Of what I 
shall do tomorrow? What will be the outcome of all my 
life? Why should I live? Why should I do anything? Is 
there in life any purpose which the inevitable death 
which awaits me will not undo and destroy? These ques- 


the stupid child to the wisest old man, they are in the: 
soul of every human being. Without:an answer to them 
it is impossible, as I experienced, for a life to go on.” 

And because for a long while he could discover no an- 
swer, Tolstoy was brought to the verge of suicide. “Behold 
me,” he writes, “a man happy, in good health, hiding the 
rope in order not to hang myself to the rafters of the 
room where every night I went to sleep alone; behold, me, 
no longer going shooting, less I should yield to the too 
easy temptation of putting an end to myself with my 
gun.” Happily for Tolstoy he was saved from suicide be- 
cause he finally discovered the answer to all his questions 
in the gospel. 

But some men are not so fortunate; they fail to discover 
that answer, and therefore they destroy themselves. Con- 
sider the Harvard student who a few years ago blew out 
his brains. His father, a well-known literary figure, told 
the newspaper reporters: “My son saw no reason in life, 
and so he saw no reason for life. There is no reason for 
it. Anyone who pretends that he sees a reason is bluffing.” 


God’s Eternal Purpose 

What, then, is one of man’s deepest psychological 
needs? He needs faith. He must have confidence in the 
meaningfulness of existence; he must believe that life 
makes sense. And Christianity with an amazing adequacy 
meets this need. For Christianity at its bottom-most level 
flatly declares that reality is meaningful. It teaches that 
everything which exists has been created by a holy God 
of infinite love and power; it teaches, accordingly, that 
every structure in space and every event in time is teleo- 
logically related: whether a rusty bayonet on a Pacific 
Island or a cookie at a children’s birthday party, it is 
ultimately an element in God’s eternal purpose. Indeed, 
the central affirmation in the New Testament, from this 
perspective, is Paul’s tremendous word, “For we know 
that all things work together for good to them that love 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Congressional bill seeks establishment of Peace Department 
R. A. Torrey’s son working among the disabled persons of Korea 
Bill Balloon project now being copied by Roman Catholics 


DEPARTMENT OF PEACE 

Christians should be deeply concerned 
about a movement which is on foot to 
create a Department of Peace, with 
cabinet status, in the United States gov- 
ernment. The bill has been introduced 
to Congress by Representative Harley 
O. Staggers, who is a Democrat from 
West Virginia. Under this plan the de- 
partment would be headed by a Secretary 
of Peace with the duties of “formulating 
and publicizing educational programs 
for promoting better understanding of 
the other peoples of the world. Encour- 
aging the interchange of ideas and per- 
sons between colleges, churches, and 
other institutions and organizations in 
the United States, on one hand, and 
similar institutions in other countries. 
Assisting educational institutions and 
religious organizations in the United 
States to formulate educational programs 
dealing with international relations, in- 
ternational cooperation, and the prob- 
lems of peace.” 

Beyond any question such an organiza- 
tion would fall into the hands of liberals 
who would refuse to accept true Chris- 
tianity and there would immediately be 
pressure from such a department to have 
a church that would be on the dull level 
of unbelief. If such a department is 
created, its motto should be “Peace, 
peace, when there is no peace” (Jer. 
6:14). Or else it might be the fulfillment 
of “When they say peace and safety, 
sudden destruction shall come upon 
them” (1 Thes. 5:3). 


ARMS AND LEGS FOR KOREA 

An incidental testimony to Christian- 
ity and a- witness against paganism was 
published by Time in its story of the 
Rev. Reuben Archer Torrey, Jr., Presby- 
terian missionary in China for many 
years, now in Korea, working among 
cripples. Torrey lost an arm a few years 
ago in an accident in China, returned 
to learn all the techniques for the crip- 


pled and the disabled, and went back. 


to Korea as a missionary to the 20,000 
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armless and legless who were left in the 
wake of the war. Time says, ‘““The East 
is merciless to cripples. Their farnilies 
hide them as a horror and disgrace, or 
turn them out to beg; they hop about 
on sticks, or crawl on all fours like 
maimed animals.” It is not that the 
West has more civilization, but that the 
West has learned from Christ. As Ma- 
dame Chiang Kai-shek said, “China wor- 
ships ancestors but never built a home 
for old folks.” In like manner there has 
never been any social work that origin- 
-ated apart from Christ. Everything that 
is now done by the Shriners, the March 
of Dimes, and any other philanthropic 
organization is nothing but an imita- 
tion of something that was begun by 
followers of Jesus Christ. Anyone who 
-has any false arms or legs or other 
prosthetic devices that are no longer 
needed can have them put to good use 
in Korea. Send a postal card to ETERNITY 
with the details of what you have and 
we will have instruction sent to you for 
shipment. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BLUEPRINT 

A blueprint of Roman Catholic plans 
for education can be seen in their ac- 
tions in Canada. Little by little they 
have inched their way along until the 
taxpayers are now supporting busses for 
parochial schools, free lunches for paro- 
chial school pupils, Roman-approved 
textbooks for parochial schools, and, in 
some provinces, financial contribution 
to the system. In British Columbia the 
Romanists have been campaigning for 
the “integration” of parochial schools 
into the public school system.’ This 
means, to them, that the government 
shall pay .the entire expense of the 
parochial schools, as in Quebec, but that 
the church shall have complete and 
absolute control over the schools. 
BIBLES BY BALLOON 

Perhaps the best work that has been 
done by the International Council of 
Christian Churches was the movement to 


send Bible literature behind the iron. 


curtain by balloon. The director of the 


The cure for. envy is service for others 


project, Billy James Hargis, reports that 
$0,000 balloons carried 163,000 Bible 
portions into Russia, Poland, Hungary, 
East Germany, and Czechoslovakia from 
secret fields in West Germany. Mr. Har- 
gis reverently announced a campaign to 
raise $100,000 and a similar sum in other 
countries to make 1955 the biggest year 
in the Bible-balloon project’s history. 
There seems to be evidence that this 
project has had some success, since there 
are reports from behind the iron cur- 
tain of efforts made to penalize people 
who take the material that comes in on 
such balloons. The Vatican radio has 
announced that the Roman Catholics 
are imitating this movement and that 
10,000 balloons will be launched from 
Holland by Dutch Roman Catholics in 
the near future, sending Catholic litera- 
ture behind the iron curtain. 


NEWPORT TOWER— 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH? 


In an earlier month we spoke of the 
propaganda that is being sent forth to 
declare an “ancient tower” in Newport, 
Rhode Island, to be the earliest Roman 
Catholic church built in the United 
States. The propaganda continues. Un- 
der the headline, “Danish Scholar Does 
Not Discount Newport Tower Theory,” 
the press carried a statement with a date- 
line from Washington, D. C., concerning 
a Smithsonian Institute report by Dr. 
Johannes Brundsted, Director of the 
Danish National Museum of Copen- 
hagen. The news report contains twelve 
paragraphs. The second states flatly that 
Dr. Brundsted is inclined to believe that 
the mysterious tower is a ruin of an 
English watch tower built about 1640. 
The third paragraph gives the basis for 
this opinion of date and source. In spite 
of this fact the propagandists use the 
first paragraph to state that the tower 
is built along lines that fit in with the 
hypothesis that it may have been a 
Roman Catholic church of the Tenth 
Century. 

In other words the adverse report is 
twisted to the conclusion: “The Brund- 
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sted report, far from being the last word 
on the Newport Tower, as many scohlars 
had hoped it might be, is expected to 
continue the controversy. His conclusion 
that its design fits the requirements of a 
‘round church’ will greatly encourage 
those who believe that Newport may 
some day become a great Catholic 
shrine.” 

It is worth while to have all this on 
the record for we are seeing the steps 
by which a fantastic myth is being’ turn- 
ed into a legend which will be turned 
into a shrine where blasphemous prac- 
tices of Mariolatry will be perpetuated. 


BIBLE IN NORWAY 


The movement toward separation of 
church and state in Norway is progress- 
ing. At a meeting in Oslo of eleven 
groups associated with the Lutheran 
Church of Norway, Tormod Vaagen told 
the representatives that both the in- 
fluence of the Bible and general adher- 
ence to Biblical teachings are “deterior- 
ating” in Norway. He said, “If we 
could combine the British affection for 
the Bible with our clear teaching of sal- 
vation by faith alone, something new 
might happen in our church.” 


AMERICA—CATHOLIC OR PROTESTANT? 

A Roman Catholic Bishop of Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts, said that all Rom- 
anists must face the difficult task of 
praying humbly for the return to the 
sacraments of Catholics who had become 
members of Protestant churches. Speak- 
ing of the report published some months 
ago that four million Catholics had be- 
come Protestants, he stated that the 
figures had been widely challenged but 
that they called for prayerful and sober 
consideration. It is generally accepted 
by observers who are objective in their 
considerations that the figures are sub- 
stantially correct. 

The bishop went on to say that if a 
Catholic became a Protestant it was gen- 
erally because of lust or pride. The de- 
sire to marry a Protestant he called lust, 
and intellectual disagreement with 
dogma he called pride. This speech was 
made at Washington, D. C., at what was 
known as a “Unity Octave.” At the same 
meeting the Roman Bishop of Raleigh, 
North Carolina, said, “Do we want 
America to be Catholic? The answer is 
we want America to be Catholic: just as 
we want the whole world to be Catholic, 
for such is the will of God.” He went 
on to state that it was the duty of every 
Catholic to attempt to convert all people 
to Romanism and that “if Catholics are 
zealous missionaries, the heresies of today 
(i.e., Protestantism) will pass away just 
as did the heresies of an earlier time.” 


CHURCH BELLS FROM LOCOMOTIVES 
The Louisville and Nashville Railroad 
has given 349 brass bells, salvaged from 
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HIGH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS BOW IN PRAYER 





High government officials heard a message from Billy Graham at the annual President's Prayer 
Breakfast held recently in the Mayflower Hotel in Washington. President Eisenhower was 
unable to attend but others present included (left to right) Chief Justice Warren; Senator 
Frank Carlson; Abraham Vereide, director of International Council for Christian Leadership 





—e sponsors the breakfast; and Vice President Nixon. 


steam locomotives, to as many small 
churches along the Company's right-of- 
way from Alabama to Illinois. The line 
now has Deisel engines which warn by 
sirens. 


The Pennsylvania Railroad has ex- 
hausted its supply of bells so that it has 
announced that no more applications 
can be received. Approximately 30,000 
such bells were given away by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, most of them to 
churches and local fire departments. 


REVERSAL 


Sometimes we draw conclusions on in- 
sufficient evidence. Such was the case in 
our February Window on the World 
item dealing with the recent action of 
the Ministerial Association of Charles- 
ton, W. Va., relating to caring for the 
needs of the indigent. Since we have 
received the entire report of the Asso- 
ciation’s statement, it would appear that 
it was acting entirely in line with the 
Word of God and historical Christianity. 

The clipping on which I based my 
comments gave a warped and twisted 
account of the situation. The Church 
of Jesus Christ has always been the first 
line of defense in meeting the social 
needs of people. We should never have 
to do this through political channels 
but as a church and as individual be- 
lievers. God tells us to “do good unto 
all men, especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:3). It 
surely would be a dangerous precedent 
for the churches to contribute directly 
to the municipality or any other govern- 


ment institution, to be administered by _ 


secular forces, no matter how worthy 
the cause. Further, it would be bad for 
government to contribute through the 
churches as this would open the doors 
to Roman Catholic domination of char- 


ities. Our best principle is to follow the 
razor’s edge of separation of church and 
State. 

More power to the Charleston Minis- 
terial Association for opposing the 
Mayor’s appeal to the churches for 
charity to the municipality! 


CHRISTIAN BURIAL 


The Record, weekly Romanist paper 
in Louisville, Ky., has written an edi- 
torial against Dr. William A. Benfield, 
Jr., pastor of the Highland Presbyterian 
Church, because of the latter’s conten- 
tion that cremation was not an unbibli- 
cal method of disposal of the dead. The 
Record described the resurrection of 
Christ and drew a parallel with the 
resurrection of all men in the future. 
“While modern Catholic teaching is 
well aware of the scientific difficulties 
in this belief,” the editorial continued, 
“it insists that the resurrection of all 
men is bound to resemble the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. . . . Now Christ’s body 
was, in a true sense, the same after the 
resurrection, even though it had spirit- 
ual qualities.” 

This is, of course, true, but the Rom- 
anists fail to realize that Christ’s body 
did not suffer dissolution and decay 
(Acts 2:31). The chemical elements in 
the bodies of Christians who died cen- 
turies ago are as widely dispersed as 
though they had been cremated. An- 
thropologists know of more than a score 
of methods of disposing of the human 
body. None of these is contrary to the 
Scriptures. The Lord will raise all by 
the power that He has to subdue all 
things to Himself (Phil. 3:21). As this 
age goes on there will be more and 
more thousands whose bodies will be 
instantly disintegrated in atomic explo- 
sions. The resurrection will bring those 
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bodies back to life as easily as though 
they had been dissolved in any other 
way. There is no exclusively Christian 
method of disposing of the body. We 
must not forget that Christ’s body was 
not buried, as we speak of burial, but 
was laid on a shelf in a tomb above 


ground. 


A good note was sounded hy Dr. 
Alvin N. Rogness in his inaugural ad- 
_ dress as president of Luther Theological 
Seminary in St. Paul, Minn. Dr. Rog- 
ness said, “That which fills our churches 
may not be godly sorrow that worketh 
repentance unto salvation, but mere 
mundane activities that, unarrested, 
work only death. The current juke-box 
piety, the fervor for peace of mind, the 
grandiose promise of social planning, 
even the railing against societies avow- 
edly atheistic, may be the enemy’s own 
mask to defraud the age and the Church 
of its only salvation.” He further point- 
ed out that the message that was needed 
was a change of fears. Men fear atomic 
warfare, while they need to fear God. 
“A man pulls the covers over his head 
to muffle the roar of the storm, and I 
come to tell him that there is a poison- 
ous asp under his bed.” Thank God for 
every voice that is raised to arouse this 
country from its religious apathy. The 
nation is in danger of going to Hell with 
membership in good standing in 
churches. 


AUSTRALIAN IMMIGRATION 


The movement to permit the immigra- 
tion of Asians into Australia has been 
approved by the Australian Council of 
Churches. There have been many who 
have wished to keep Australia, as large 
as the United States, for its few million 
white people. Last year the committee 
of Protestant churches provided for 
the resettlement in Australia, of 2,000 
refugees from Europe. 


PARENTS’ RIGHT TO TEACH 


The Utah Supreme Court has been 
asked to decide whether parents have 
the right to teach children any doctrine 
they desire as long as that doctrine is 
not a direct evasion of the law. The case 
rose out of the removal of eight children 
from parents who taught them that 
polygamy was right. The parents wished 
to have their children back again. Their 
attorney said that parents could even 
teach children that human sacrifice was 
right as long as they did not cell the 
children to offer such a sacrifice. The 
children in this case gave evidence that 
they intended to practice polygamy when 
they grew up. 
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WAYSIDE SHRINES IN AMERICA 

The Roman Archbishop of New Or- 
leans said that he hoped that wayside 
shrines would be placed along all the 
roads of America. This was at the dedi- 
cation of a shrine on Highway 90 near 
Bay St. Louis in Mississippi. Travelers 
know of this Satanic practice in Roman 
lands. It is described in the Bible as 
worshiping Baal under green trees. 


COMPULSORY SERVICE 

In sentencing two Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses to nine months in prison for 
failing. to submit for medical examina- 
tion under the draft for the British 
Army, the Judge stated that they had 
been given every chance, and that it 
would not be fair to other people who 
had to do national service if he did not 
sentence them to substantial terms of 
imprisonment. 


JEWS LEAVING RUSSIA 

A report from Jerusalem states that 
elderly Jews are reaching Israel from 
Russia, two or three at a time, almost 
every week. One of these says that the 
Jews are no longer afraid to apply for 
exit permits and that many of the older 
ones are being granted permits to leave 
Russia for Israel. 


BIBLICAL IGNORANCE IN ENGLISH SCHOOLS 

The Education Act of 1944 in Great 
Britain for the first time required all 
schools to give religious instruction and 
begin each day with an act of worship. 
In law this was a striking innovation 
and it was historically significant as 
marking a peaceful end to a century of 
sectarian disputes. In a recent report 
on “religious education in schools,” a 
survey is presented of what has hap- 
pened. in Britain. The London Times 
discusses this editorially and speaks for 
the need of improving this religious in- 
struction. The Times says, “It is aston- 
ishing, for example, after considering 
the evangelistic export of millions of 
Bibles from this country, to discover that 
many schools cannot provide each child 
with a Bible, or allow it to be kept on 
leaving. Many children have no Bibles 
of their own and there are none in their 
homes.” The Times continues, “If the 
place of the Authorized Version in Eng- 
lish life and literature is thought of for 
a moment, its scarcity in many schools 
seems a grave reflection on the educa- 
tional system. It is not enough for the 
Bible, which is a difficult book, to be 
read; it must be well taught.” 

The lengthy editorial concludes with 
a discussion of comparative weakness of 
religious teaching in the secondary mod- 
ern schools where the majority of the 
children go. The Times says, “There is 
a widespread lack of elementary Biblical 
knowledge, and an inquiry in Leeds 
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showed that. ‘words. like baptize, resur- 


rection, ascension, testament, gospel, 
epistles . . . were simply often unknown 
to the young people.’ The Times urges 
that this be set right and says that the 
work is urgent, “for the state of almost 
complete religious ignorance in which 
many children are still found is plainly 
contrary to the intention of the 1944 
Act.” The last sentence in the editorial 
is, “Much remains to be done before all 
children leave school knowing the Bible 
story and the facts of Christianity.” 
Would to God that the same interest 
could be found in our country. 


FREE BUSSES FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AGAIN 
Two years ago the Missouri Supreme 
Court ruled that public funds could not 
be used for schools conducted by 
churches and religious organizations. 
The Attorney General subsequently 
held, on the basis of this decision, that 
such funds could not be used to trans- 
port pupils to a parochial school. Now 
a Roman Catholic Representative is in- 
troducing a bill to the State Legislature 
proposing that a new Division of Trans- 
portation be created within the Health 
and Welfare Department in order to 
provide free transportation of all school 
children, including parochial schools. 


THE NEXT POPE 

The London Spectator reports that 
there have been rumors in Rome that 
the Pope is considering the possibility 
of breaking the 400-year Italian mon- 
opoly of the Papacy, and being succeed- 
ed by an American. He cannot, of course, 
appoint his successor, who is elected by 
the College of Cardinals, but by his ap- 
pointments to that body and by other 
means he can do much to influence his 
choice, and it is said that his allocation 
of Red Hats will reduce further the 
proportions of Italians in the Sacred 
College. The Spectator doubts the possi- 
bility that Spellman would be the ob- 
vious American candidate, and he is not 
considered to be “made of proper Papal 
timber.” The comment ends with dry 
humor—“The last non-Italian Pope, 
Adrian VI (1522-1523), taught before he 
succeeded to the Tiara—and his teach- 
ing was published in the book Quaes- 
tiones de Sacramentis after he had suc- 
ceeded—that Popes are not infallible. 
This might be considered a discourag- 
ing precedent.” 


TV INFILTRATION 

In parts of the United States where 
Rome has great influence her priests are 
not allowed to participate in any inter- 
denominational panels or discussion 
groups. In the South and West priests 
do thus participate. There are television 
panel discussions on religion which in- 


(Continued on page 39) 
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‘THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 





3: Archaeology 
and the 
Resurrection 


t must have been somewhere about the year 49 A.D. that 
|: cart with an escort of soldiers rumbled into the town 

of Nazareth. With rope and pulley a slab of stone was 
unloaded, and sweating workmen set about preparing a 
cement base in the marketplace. By nightfall the folk of 
Nazareth could gather round and read. The letters were 
Greek, deep-cut into the stone, and picked out, no doubt, 
in red, and this was what the Emperor Claudius decreed: 

“Ordinance of Caesar. It is my pleasure that graves and 
tombs remain undisturbed in perpetuity for those who have 
made them for the cult of their ancestors, or children, or 
members of their house. If, however, any man lay informa- 
tion that another has either demolished them, or has in any 
other way extracted the buried, or has maliciously transferred 
them to other places in order to wrong them, or has dis- 
placed the sealing or other stones, against such a one I 
order that a trial be instituted as in respect of the gods, 
so in regard to the cult of mortals. For it shall be much 
more obligatory to honor the buried. Let it be absolutely 
forbidden for anyone to disturb them. In the case of con- 
travention I desire that the offender be sentenced to capital 
punishment on charge of violation of sepulture.” 

Before commenting upon the astonishing Christian signi- 
ficance of this decree, a word must be said about the his- 
tory of the document itself. How the stone, which the people 
of Nazareth read just over nineteen centuries ago, came to 
the knowledge of the modern world is a strange and in- 
complete story. 


Froehner’s Find 

In the latter half of the last century an eccentric collec- 
tor of antiquities named Froehner received from Nazareth 
a slab of stone which must have caused him some satisfac- 
tion. The old gentleman loved to hold in his possession 
antiquities unknown to scholarship. Publication, to his 
mind, diminished the interest of his prizes. He therefore 
merely noted in his manuscript inventory: “Marble slab 
sent from Nazareth in 1878.” He added no explanatory 
word, but Froehner was too competent a scholar to have 
been deceived; the stone is without doubt first century, and 
there is no reason at all to doubt the truth of the laconic 
phrase in the collector’s catalogue. 

In due course Froehner died, and the stone “sent from 
Nazareth” found its way into the Louvre in Paris, where 
it was observed with astonishment by the great classical 
historian Michel Rostovtzeff. It was he who drew Cumont’s 
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attention to it, and Cumont published forthwith, in 1930, 
a scholarly account of the document. It at once aroused deep 
interest and sharp controversy. 

The details of scholarly dispute need not detain us. It is — 
enough to say that the Italian historian, Professor Arnaldo 
Momigliano, has made the strongest case for the dating of 
the inscription at a specific moment in the principate of 
Claudius. If this contention can be sustained, the Nazareth 
decree becomes of first-rate importance to the Christian 
historian. 


Desecration of Graves Forbidden 

It will be noted that the decree endeavors to repress 
tomb robbery, with direct threats of punishment. Even the 
removing of stones from sepulchres is to be a capital offense. 
Why? Such drastic penalties are not common in Roman law 
until the third century when the lengthening shadows of 
social and legal decadence were over the Empire. Why did 
Claudius, who, as a long papyrus letter to Alexandria 
shows, had both a deep interest in religious problems, and 
much ability in handling them, issue a decree so stern, and 
why, of all places, did he set it up at Nazareth? 

The circumstances will repay examination. Two converg- 
ing lines of evidence suggest that the inscription falls be- 
tween the years 44 and 50 A.D. On the one hand the style 
and execution satisfy the practiced epigraphist that the 
work belongs to the first half of the first century. On the 
other hand the central Roman government did not take 
over the administration of Galilee until Agrippa’s death in 
44 A.D. So no decree can have been set up in Nazareth be- 
fore that date. The autonomy of the area may have been a 
legal fiction, but the Romans would have been careful to 
observe it for all that. 

Anti-Semitism under Claudius 

Speculation can press a little further in pinpointing the 
date. In Acts 18:2 we read that the Emperor Claudius had 
expelled the Jews from Romé. The historians Orosius and 
Suetonius also mention this act of anti-Semitism. The for- 
mer says it took place in 49 A.D., and the latter remarks 
that it was due to riots and trouble in the ghetto “at the 
instigation of one Chrestos.” 

This reference is obviously to Christ, and as Momigliano 
insists, those who deny that Suetonius made the simple 
mistake of confusing two Greek words which differ only by 
a vowel, must undertake the burden of proving their point 
of view. The contention that the Roman biographer was 
referring to the Lord is undoubtedly more reasonable, and 
therefore more probable, than any other explanation. 


The Gospel in Rome 
We may, therefore, with much probability, reconstruct the 
situation thus. In the early forties of the first century the 
first preaching of the gospel was heard in Rome and the 
synagogue, after the familiar fashion so often portrayed in 
the Acts of the Apostles, was raging against it. 
(Continued on page 47) 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Fsaiah 





THE SON OF UZZIAH (7:1) 


This prophecy which now comes from God through 
Isaiah came in the days of Ahaz. The presentation of a 
genealogical statement might seem to be irrelevant, and 
apparently unnecessary. But here is a revelation that the 
blessings of God come to children’s children. There have 
been enemies who have criticized God for announcing that 
the sins of the fathers would be visited upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation (Ex. 20:5), but who 
forget (as many believers also forget) that the next verse says 
that He shows mercy unto thousands. “The mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear 
him, and his righteousness unto children’s children” (Psa. 
103:17). We must never forget as we make our choices that 
we are definitely influencing the lives of our own grand- 
children. Thus wicked Ahaz is blessed because of his right- 
eous grandfather. 

Lord, we thank Thee for godly forebears. 


COULD NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT (7:1) 


In the book of the Kings we read, “they besieged Ahaz, 
but could not conquer him” (2 Ki. 16:5). This is remarkable 
in view of the wickedness of Ahaz. He had restored devil 
worship in the midst of Israel, even causing one of his own 
sons to be burned alive as a sacrifice, making him pass 
through the fire according to the custom of the heathen. 
Yet the Lord was going to protect him and the holy city 
because of His promises to Uzziah. The reason the enemy 
could not conquer the city was not -because the city was 
strong, nor because. the inhabitants were brave, for the city 
was weak and the people, as the next verse shows, were 
shaking like leaves, thinking they were going to be defeated. 
The inability of the enemy was because of the protection of 
God. This is far more than a great armament program. 

Lerd, be Thou our guard. 


IT WAS TOLD THE HOUSE OF DAVID (7:2) 


All the details of the invasion were set down in order 
that they might be there for a witness and a testimony 
against the people. They were about to be the objects of 
a great deliverance. It was all the more remarkable because 
Ahaz had been through one war and had been badly de- 
feated. The alliance which was now made against him 
might have been welded by men who thought that, in his 
weakened condition, he would be totally unable to defend 
himself and his city. The announcement is now made to 
the whole court, not merely to Ahaz, that the Lord is going 
to defend them. When it was all over they could not have 
room for doubt, because the details are so explicitly given. 
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The danger was far greater than they could avert and the 
powers arrayed against them were far stronger than them- 
selves; but God had His plan, and it would proceed in 
spite of the sin of His people or the power of the enemy. 
Lord, we thank Thee for the certainty of Thy will. 


SYRIA IS IN LEAGUE WITH EPHRAIM (7:2) 


The first king of the northern kingdom had been from 
the tribe of Ephraim and this name is given as a figure for 
the whole ten-tribed kingdom. This league was against the 
whole house of David, not merely against Ahaz; and thus 
it is that the interests of God are at stake. He has made 
promises to David, and this attack is against the line of the 
Messiah and the very promises of God. Is it any wonder 
that God intervenes? The leader of Israel was Pekah, the 
son of Remaliah; he had come to the throne through murder 
(2 Ki. 15:25), and he is identified four times (vs. 1, 4, 5, 9). 
Two enemies unite against the people of God, and the 
moment the news comes the heart of the wicked king is in a 
panic. Yet he does not turn toward God, who blesses only 
because He is the God of sovereign grace. 

Lord, deal with us only because of what is in Thine heart. 


AS THE TREES OF THE WOOD ARE MOVED BY THE 
WIND (7:2) 


The panic that began in the heart of the king spread to 
the city and to all the people. There was no need for fear, 
for God was going to deliver them, but they did not know 
this because their sin had separated them from all comfort 
and hope. And all this took place in the city of David! Yet 
it teaches us the grace and glory of God, and His favor to 
those who are His own. If He could manifest His grace in 
the midst of a people so far removed from righteousness and 
following a king so wicked and depraved, then how shall 
He not fulfill all that He has spoken to us in spite of all 
that is in the heart of men? “Though we believe not, yet he 
abides faithful; he cannot deny himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). The 
fact that. they were trembling like leaves shows that their 
case was desperate, not only in the sight of others, but also 
in their own sight. 

Lord, may we fear naught but displeasing Thee. 


GO FORTH NOW TO MEET AHAZ (7:3) 


If we consider this chapter as separated from that which 
precedes, we shall miss the point of the story. God had ap- 
peared to Isaiah, had revealed His glory, had brought 
Isaiah to contrition, had cleansed him, and then had com- 
missoned him to do exactly what he now comes to do. He is 
to go forth to meet Ahaz. He will set forth truth that will 
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make the heart of the people fat and their ears heavy, and 
will shut their eyes (6:10), and in the next breath will speak 
to them of the coming of the Messiah. The one who was 
first promised in the Garden of Eden as the seed of the 
woman who should bruise the serpent’s head (Gen. 3:16), 
will be set forth to Ahaz as the virgin-born Messiah who 
will dwell among men as God living with them, their Im- 
manuel. The very foundations of all of our faith rest on the 
truths that are now to be spoken to Ahaz. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the inspired Word. 


AND SHEARJASHUB, YOUR SON (7:3) 


The fact that Isaiah was to take his son with him is of 
importance only if we know the name of the boy. He did 
not say anything; he did not do anything, but the fact that 
he was there, with the name that the prophet had given 
him, undoubtedly by the revelation of God, was the signi- 
ficant thing. The name means, “A remnant shall return.” 
The previous chapter ended with the announcement that a 
remnant would return, and would be in the land for fur- 
ther chastisement. The name of Isaiah’s son binds this 
prophecy still further, for the Lord will bring to pass all that 
He has spoken. Further, He will bind His faithfulness by 
the sign of the virgin-born Son. When men deny that God 
has any literal future for the Jews they are striking at 
truth that is as certain as Christ Himself. Let men say what 
they will: A remnant shall return. 

Lord, bless Thy people Israel. 


CONDUIT... POOL... HIGHWAY... FIELD. . . (7:3) 


The details of the place of meeting are very specific, 
and there must be something hidden here because of the 
fact that the phrase occurs three times in the Bible. For 
twenty-eight years later the king of Assyria sent his lieuten- 
ants to this exact spot to negotiate with Hezekiah for the 
surrender of Jerusalem (2 Ki. 18:17; Isa. 36:2). The Lord 
delivered His people and announced that the Assyrian 
would return into his own land by the same way he came 
(Isa. 37:34); that night 185,000 of the Assyrians were slain 
by God. Jennings has an interesting comment on this 
verse, showing that all of the main words have double mean- 
ings in Hebrew: pool equals blessing, upper is Most High, 
the fuller is the one who makes soiled garments clean, etc. 
He believes that a pious Jew would have got the double 
meaning from this geographical direction, and that it means, 
that Christ is the channel of the blessing of the Most High, 
and that through Him who washes our garments white we 
return to God. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the details of revelation. 


TAKE HEED, BE QUIET (7:4) 


A while before, Ahaz had been moved with fear and had 
communicated this to the city so that they were as leaves 
trembling in a wind. Now the Lord sends the quietness of 
His promises to stop their trembling. The king was to pay 
attention to quietness. There is much here for all of us 
when we are assailed by evil tidings. When we have the 
promise of God we need not fear, even though our con- 
_ sciences may be against us. If we have-the sure Word of 
the Lord, we are to rest in it. All is of grace. Even though 
we may have the emotions of fear which are a part of our 
make-up—and God does not dehumanize us when we are 
saved—we are to be strong in Him, and therefore the fears 
from distrust must give way to confidence. Hearts are not 
to be faint (the Hebrew suggests that they are not to melt 
away) but are to be strong in His promise. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the foundation of Thy Word. 
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TWO TAILS OF SMOKING FIREBRANDS (7:4) 


The people were trembling because they thought the 
enemy was of great power. God calls the enemy by a name 
of derision. They are not firebrands, for men might. fear 
that they would be burned by flaming fagots drawn from 
the fire; they are only the tails of firebrands. And they are 
not flaming, but only smoking. Too many people think that 
the force and power of Satan and the ungodly are very 
great. But God shows us the nothingness of the forces that 
oppose us when we are in Him. When I was a boy, we 
exploded firecrackers and occasionally there were those that 
fizzed without a bang. These were duds. That is what God 
calls the forces of evil which we may think are so terrible. 
They can never accomplish their purpose. *Ye fearful saints, 
fresh courage take! *The clouds: ye so much dread *Are 
big with mercy, and will break *In blessings ser your 
head. 
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even death of its sting. 


LET US ..: . LET US... . (7:6) 


The very heart of unbelief is that man thinks that he 
can do something against God or that ke can do something 
for himself. Adam first sinned by resenting a symbol of 
restraint which God had put upon him; he wanted to be 
totally independent that he might go his own way. When 
the men of the plain of Shinar built their Satanic tower, it 
was in order that they might be independent of God. Their 
battlecry was the same as that of these men of Syria and 
Ephraim, “Let us... let us...” (Gen. 11:3, 4). Man is 
not willing to realize that, without the wisdom and power 
of God, he has no more strength or ability than a glove 
without a hand in it. When we turn to Christ, it is the 
symbol of our acceptance of our own nothingness and the 
acknowledgment that He alone is able to meet the need 
which we have. We learn with difficulty, even after we 
have become believers, that the triumph of the Christian life 
is to cease from our own doings and say to Him, “Do 
thou .. .” 

Lord, we pray Thee to do it all. 


LET US SET A KING IN THE MIDST OF IT (7:6) 


When Christ-came to this earth, men said, “We will not 
have this man to reign over us” (Lk. 19:14). It was no new 
cry. Man does not want the leadership of the Christ of the 
cross and the open tomb. When men talk in our day about 
Jesus, most of them are not speaking of the Christ who 
died to save and who demands our total capitulation to His 
Lordship. These men in the time of Isaiah wanted another 
king than the one who was of the line of David, the promise 
of God. This desire for another king is an old one, and we 
know from our Lord that it shall continue in the future. 
Christ said, “I have come in my Father's name, and you 
do not receive me; if another comes in his own name, him 
you will receive” (John 5:43). This reveals that their candi- 
date for king was a type of the Antichrist. 

Lord, we want no King but Christ. 


THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD, IT SHALL NOT STAND 
(7:7) 

If men could only be brought to realize that human ideas 
can never prevail and that earthly counsels cannot stand! 
Unbelief is indeed the rashest folly. Unbelief dances to 
music when the woes of God are about to break (5:12), but 
trembles like a leaf when He is about to show Himself 
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CHAPTER 13 part 1 


THE DEVICES OF SATAN 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Ithough he is the wisest of all the creatures that ever 

came from the creative word of God, Satan is strictly 

limited in wisdom. It does not appear that Satan has 
originated any new ideas, plans, or methods since the time 
the Scripture unveiled his portrait and showed all his 
lineaments. It was Tertullian who wrote, about the end of 
the second century, Diabolus est Dei simia—the devil is 
God’s monkey. Certainly all that Satan can do is to imitate 
and copy or ape the things which he has seen God do or 
which he finds in the Bible as a part of the plan of God. 


Tricks and Stratagems 

To the Corinthians Paul wrote that we are not ignorant 
of Satan’s devices (2 Cor. 2:11). The word is a very inter- 
esting one. The dictionary definition is “something devised 
or contrived for bringing about some end or result; an 
arrangement, plan, scheme, project, contrivance; an ingen- 
ious or clever expedient; often one of underhand, or evil 
character; a plot, stratagem, trick.” In the days of the King 
James translation, Shakespeare was writing in Twelfth 
Night, “Excellent, I smell a device.” The original word in 
the New Testament was one used from the time of Homer 
for the source of thought, intelligence, and thus for inten- 
tions, projects and plans, generally in an evil sense. It is 
the word used for the minds that are blinded or corrupted 
by Satan (2 Cor. 3:14; 4:4; 11:3), and the mind which 
shall be kept by the peace of God (Phil. 4:7). It is the 
thought that is to be brought into captivity unto the obed- 
ience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). 

We may paraphrase the line, then, to read that we are 
not ignorant of the schemes, the plans, the stratagems, the 
tricks of Satan. We know how his mind works. This is a 
very important truth. Every general staff seeks to know 
the psychology of the enemy leaders in order that they may 
anticipate their movements in warfare. God has given us 
such a portrait of the mind of Satan that all of his devices 
are known, and we need never be caught off guard. 


How Satan’s Mind Works 

In another phrase, Paul told the Christians that they 
were to put on the whole armor of God in order that they 
might be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. The 
English word is practically synonymous with devices in the 
other verse, but the original word is just a slight twist away 
from that which has been transliterated as our word for 
methods. Its deepest meaning would be the pursuit of an 
end by devious ways, and thus it means fraud and artifice. 
Putting the ideas expressed by the two words devices and 
wiles into one common meaning, we find that the Scripture 
tells us that the workings of Satan’s mind, in fraud, trick, 
stratagem and artifice need not be unknown to us. The 


With the command to follow there comes the fitness 


reason that Paul was able to say that we are not ignorant 
of these things is, of course, because we have the clear 
revelation of the teaching of the Word of God concerning 
them. Surely one of Satan’s greatest stratagems has been 
the attempt to keep men in ignorance of the real nature 
of his being and the fraudulent dimensions of his preten- 
sions. 

We shall consider in this chapter the devices and wiles 
of Satan concerning himself, his existence, his nature, his 
appearance, his past, present, and future place of abode, 
his power, and his knowledge. 

His Incognito 

It was Baudelaire who said: “The devil’s cleverest ruse 
is to make men believe that he does not exist.” For multi- 
tudes of people, generally among the more highly educated, 
the idea of a devil is something to be received with an 
amused tolerance. Denis de Rougemont, at the outset of 
his book La Part du Diable writes: “Recognize immedi- 
ately that this stratagem of spreading the idea of his own 
non-existence has never been more successful than at the 
present time. Even those who ‘still’ believe in God believe 
so little in the devil that I shall certainly be accused of 
obscurantism, or simply of a lack of seriousness, if I persist 
in my project of writing a whole book on the subject. The 
first trick of the devil is his incognito. God says, ‘I am He 
who is.’ But the devil, who is possessed with the desire to 
imitate truth in twisting it, says to us, like Ulysses to the 
Cyclops, ‘I am nobody.’ What are you afraid of? Are you 
going to tremble before the non-existent?” This Swiss 
author: then goes on to state that the Bible proclaims the 
existence of the devil on almost every page, but unfortu- 
nately he does not have a sufficiently large knowledge of 
the Bible to enable him to use his very great talents in 
presenting the devil from the standpoint of the Word of 
God. He, himself, falls into some of the traps set by the 
devil; and, while he sets forth many shrewd observations 
on the nature of temptation, and while he makes the flat 
statement that anyone believing in the truth of the Bible 
must certainly believe in the objective reality of Satan, he 
does not comprehend the real natute and purpose of Satan 
in the invisible war. 


No Enemy, No Need for Defense 

To deny the existence of Satan leads to the denial of the 
existence of God as He presents Himself in the Word. And 
to deny the existence of the true God is to deny the exist- 
ence of pardon and to leave the sinner in the midst of his 
sin. It can readily be seen, therefore, why the enemy does 
not want men to think he exists. If there is no enemy, 
there is no preparation for defence. If there is no prepara- 
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tion for defence, the enemy can attack wherever he will. 
Conversely, of course, the denial of the existence of God 
carries with it a denial of the existence of Satan. The re- 
sult is the same by whichever avenue the question is ap- 
proached. 

Sometimes the same result is achieved by the denial of 
another world. Of course, if there is no other world, there 
is no personal God and no Satan, and we are back at the 
same objective. If there is no Heaven, there is no Hell. If 
there is no eternal Judge, there is no sin and no author of 
sin. If there is no truth, there is no lie and no father of 
lies. De Rougemont writes: . “The Fallen Angel says, ‘I am 
thy heaven, there is no other hope.’ The Prince of this 
world says, “There is no other world.’ The Tempter says, 
‘There is no judge.’ The Accuser of the brethren says, 
‘There is no pardon.’ The Liar sums it all up by offering 
us a world without obligations or sanctions, closed upon 
itself but recreated unceasingly in the image of our com- 
plaisances, “There is no reality.’ Finally, Legion speaks the 
ultimate blasphemy, “There is nobody.’ The modern world 
(and each of us in it) in the measure in which it dreams 
of deifying man by his knowledge; or in which it denies 
transcendence; or in which it gives itself to the empire of 
power or of passion; or in which it drowns the individual 
in the irresponsible anonymity of the masses—the modern 
world (and each of us in it) surrenders to the law of Satan. 
But by the same stroke it becomes incapable of knowing 
whom it is really serving. ... Thus Satan’s own action serves 
to hide him from the eyes of the one he dominates. Satan 
disappears in his successes and his triumph is his incognito. 
The proof that the devil exists, acts and succeeds lies in 
the fact that the intelligent world does not believe in him 
any more.” 


Horns, Hoofs, and Tail 

For those who see that the devil must exist, he has set 
forth another ruse to argue his non-existence by circulating 
false ideas as to his being. He seeks to argue his non-exist- 
ence by presenting nothing more than horns, hoofs, and 
tail. In the Middle Ages, when the vast majority of men 
were illiterate, the church presented miracle plays that 
told religious stories from a stage. Virtue was besieged by 
vice, with Satan prompting, and nobility came to the aid 
of virtue which always triumphed in the end. How was the 
devil to be portrayed on the stage so that the lowest serf 
could recognize him at once? A figure dressed in red, with 
horny protuberances upon the head, with cloven hoofs, 
and with a tail was evolved to represent the devil. Further- 
more, this one was portrayed as the master of Hell and the 
one who was in charge of tormenting souls in Hell. From 
whence arose the idea of a physical caricature of the being 
whom we have already seen was the most beautiful, the 
most wonderful creature ever to come from the creative 
word of God? 

The evolution of this idea seems to have come about in 
the following way: In Isaiah’s prophecy against Babylon, it 
is said that the site of the ancient city should be desert 
and that certain wild animals would dwell there. In the 
King James Version these are presented as “wild beasts of 
the islands” (Isa. 13:21, 22). These words represent a series 
of Hebrew words of which the meaning, in some cases, is 
obscure. When we stop to think that the average human 
being cannot distinguish between a hare and a rabbit, 
either by sight or by definition, or between a coyote, a 
wolf, and a jackal, the difficulty in identifying wild animals 
as described by rare words in a dead language may become 
more apparent. The most important French translation of 
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the Old Testament renders the five words quoted above as 


“animals of the desert,” “owls,” “ostriches,” “goats,” and 


“ja ck als ” 


Satyr : ; 
We are concerned with only one of these words, that. 
which is rendered “goat” in the French and “satyr” in 

English. In the Hebrew the word is sair, and we can well 

understand how men who were translating the Bible, and 

who came to involved lists of wild animals totally unknown 

in Renaissance England, took the word satyr that sounded 

somewhat like sair, and inserted it for the translation. In- 

deed, a man who had lost his front teeth might pronounce 

the two alike. But there is a vast difference. The word 

“satyr” is used both in Latin and Greek for the woodland 

gods or demons, in form partly human and partly bestial, 

supposed to be the companions of Bacchus. In Greek art 

of the pre-Roman period, the satyr was represented with 

the ears and tail of a horse. Roman sculptors assimilated it 

in some degree to the faun of their native mythology, giv- 

ing to it the ears, tail, and legs of a goat, and budding 

horns, 

The Hebrew word should have been simply translated by 
some term such as “wild goat,” which the English Revised 
Version uses. Instead the word satyr was used (perhaps also 
because Luther had translated the word Feldgeister—field- 
spirits—following perhaps the Septuagint demons), and the 
career of Satan as a monster, already launched in the pagan 
world, seemed to have the stamp of the Scriptures. The 
comic figure of the miracle plays, degenerated into the 
swinish figure portrayed by Diirer; and, although Michelan- 
gelo depicted him as the massive personification of the 
forces of evil, he has become, in modern times, the sleek, 
suave character, the slim gentleman-devil of Gounod’s 
Faust, or the light-hearted statuettes (for there is a Mrs. 
Devil in France) which stand in the foyer of one of the 
leading salons of Parisian fashion. 

So there are those who, fascinated by the traditional im- 
age of the devil which is so evidently puerile, have no 
thought that perhaps the real devil is at work in quite an- 
other form, perhaps even their own. How illogical is the 
unpardonable sophistry of these doubters who argue: “The 
devil is a smart little fellow in red, with horns and tail; I 
could never believe in a smart little fellow in red, with 
horns and tail; therefore I do not believe in the devil.” 
That is all that he,wants. 

There is still another subterfuge in which Satan has hid- 
den himself in order better to deceive some. He has his 
followers who deny his existence by thinking of him, not 
as a personal devil, but as the mythological figure of evil. 
We can see how subtle the devil really is when he is able 
to concoct a notion of his hiding in sin itself. De Rouge- 
mont points out that this trick of Satan is very effective 
because men would be terrified at the sight of the real 
Satan, while sin awakens a feeling that is less fright than 
desire. He writes, “If we were able to see the devil himself 
in the midst of every sin, we would be much more prudent, 
for sin attracts but the devil frightens. The artistry of the 
devil, therefore, is to make himself invisible in our tempta- 
tions. He is a master at showing white paws, like the bad 
wolf in Little Red Riding Hood. In truth, the devil is not 
dangerous when he is so visible that he frightens us, but 
only wher he is where we are not able to see him.” A re- 
tired minister, given a television set by his people, was 
shocked at some of the things he saw. He attached a card 
to the edge of the screen, reading, “Be careful! The devil 


(Continued on page 50) 
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LESSONS 


By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


APRIL 17, 1955 
Rehoboam, King of Judah 
2 Chronicles 10-13; 1 Kings 12 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 10:6-17 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 2:1-10 


GENERAL The remaining lessons in 
INTRODUCTION the present quarter will 
be devoted to the southern kingdom and 
its prophets. It is often asked, “ should 
we moderns bother to study the history of 
this ancient nation of Israel? Are not the 
ethical principles of the Bible sufficient— 
the teachings of the prophets, the law, and 
the gospel?” We mention this question for 
it gives expression to much of our modern- 
day thinking and practice. This idea of 
“let’s live for today and forget about the 
past or the future,” may sound very practi- 
cal at first glance, but it is the old phil- 
osophy of “eat, drink and be merry, for 
tomorrow you die!” Certainly, we must be 
concerned with the history of God's deal- 
ings with His people, for it is from such 
accounts that we can see how we ought 
to live today. If God was displeased with 
the actions of His — and punished 
them, or if He was pleased with other 
things that they did and rewarded them, 
we can learn much from an observation of 
these historical episodes. 

Thus, we now commence a 7 of the 
southern kingdom of Judah, and there are 
numerous factors that must come before us, 
a consideration of which will enable us to 
draw certain conclusions for our own lives 
in 1955. Within the confines of this series 
of lessons, we have occasion to deal with 
the division of the united kingdom of Israel 
into two parts and study some of the events 
connected with the first century of their 
existence. The régimes of Rehoboam, Jehos- 
haphat, Asa, aes Te Hezekiah, and 
Josiah will be studied; and the effective 
ministries of such men of God as Isaiah, 
Zephaniah, and Nahum in relation to the 
kingdom will be emphasized. 


DATES AND There is, of necessity, a 
SETTINGS + good deal of speculation 
on the matter of dating some of these an- 
cient kings of Israel or Judah. At best, some 
of the dates that are suggested by Bible 
dictionaries and owe ias are sub- 
stantiall esses, depending largely u 

one’s sete of view in the chronol real 
system. The editor of these Sunday school 
lessons has worked out a chart which he 
uses in dating the kings. This lists the rulers 
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of the united kingdom and the divided 
kingdom (north and south). A copy of this 
chart will be mailed to any tiuterested 
reader who sends a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to Herbert Henry Ehrenstein, 
Bethany Baptist Church, Fox Chase, Phila- 
— 11, Pa. Since our lesson deals with 
Rehoboam this week, we remind our readers 
that he was the first king of Judah and 
rei about seventeen years, from 931— 
915 B.C. The text has its setting at Shechem, 
a town in the hill country of Ephraim near 
the southern border of Ma ’s territory. 
It was situated in the pivotal pass between 
Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim. 


INTRODUCTION Some hundred and twenty 
. years had ela since 
the inauguration of the united kingdom of 
the Israelites under their first king, Saul. 
David and Solomon had been successors 
to Saul and our lesson covers the rather 
hectic period of transition from a united 
force to a divided rule. We may s late 
about what might have happened had not 
Rehoboam been so impetuous; but such 
—— is valueless. The Scripture 
early tells us that the divided kingdom 
was in the. plan of God (2 Chron. 11:4). 
What we can do is learn-a lesson from 
Rehoboam’s obstinacy and see in this action 
a characteristic that leads to no lasting good. 


The Exposition 
2 CHRONICLES When the Kin 
10:6-8 Solomon died, the natur. 


thing was for his son Rehoboam to ascend 
to the throne. It was a moment in the his- 
tory of the Hebrew kingdom when, poten- 
tially at least, things might have taken a 
turn for the better or worse. Solomon’s sub- 
jects had long submitted to the forced labor 
and arene taxation which his lavish 
spending an eve régime had re- 

uired of the people; in fact, they were just 
about at the breaking point. There is an 
interesting story told in 1 Kings 11:26 ff. 
of Jeroboam who was —- foreman 
over the conscripted labor of Solomon’s 





kingdom. One day a prophet, Ahijah, tore 
into twelve pieces a new. garment which 
Jeroboam was wearing, prophesying that 
even so would the united kingdom be 
divided and he, Jeroboam, would rule over 
ten parts. When Solomon heard of this 
prophecy, he banished Jeroboam from his 
presence and it was necessary for the erst- 
while foreman to flee to Egypt where Shi- 
shak (Sheshonk I), the Egyptian monarch, 
rotected him. However, this same foreman 
ater became the leader of the opposition 
party to Solomon's successor-son. 


As our text opens, therefore, we find the 
setting: Jeroboam in Egypt in exile; Solo- 
mon dead and his son Rehoboam making 
ready to ascend the throne as ruler over all 
Israel—a united kingdom on the surface; 
a seething, rebellious mob beneath the sur- 
face. The underground movement within 
Israel—those who were bitterly op to 
the heavy burdens they were forced to bear 
—sent to Egypt to ask Jeroboam to become 
their spokesman-leader. He accepted the 
responsibility and a delegation asked for an 
interview with the new king, Rehoboam. 
The interview granted, they presented their 
case—a plea for leniency and relief from 
hardship. The king listened attentively and 
asked the party to return in a few days 
while he thought it over. Rehoboam ought 
to have recognized how grave was the situa- 
tion and that an unwise move on his part 
might easily touch off an explosion. Yet, 
when his counselors—those who had advised 
his father also—cautioned him to proceed 
cautiously and speak kindly to the rae 
Rehoboam_ thoughtlessly rejected eir 
counsel and set up a new board of ad- 
visers composed of those colleagues with 
whom he had gone to school. 


2 CHRONICLES Now, it is important that 
10:9-11 we understand here that 
there is essentially nothing wrong with ac- 
cepting the advice of younger men. Cer- 
tainly the mere multiplication of years does 
not in itself _— superiority of wis- 
dom. You will recall that the Psalmist in- 
sisted that he, quite probably a younger 
man, possessed more understanding than 
elderly persons and greater comprehension 
than all his instructors (Psa. 119:99, 100). 
It does not necessarily follow, therefore, 
that the person who has been around the 
longest has the most knowledge, wisdom, or 
common sense; oftentimes, a newcomer who 
has absorbed up-to-date techniques and 
learning proves to be far more proficient. 
So, actually, we do not condemn Rehoboam 
for seeking the advice of his youthful con- 
temporaries. He may well have seen the 
mess into which his father’s kingdom had 
degenerated, and attributed its downfall 
to the “stuffy” advisers who were still on the 
royal cabinet. What the kingdom needed, 
he felt, was some new ideas, new blood, 
vision; for where there is no vision the 
people perish. So far, so good! But, the 
sarcasm and spite which was mirrored in 
the suggestion of the younger men ought 
to have put Rehoboam on his guard against 
adopting-any course of action put forth by 
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these spiteful counselors. This is the point 
at which he made his mistake. Quite possi- 
bly the subjects of the kingdom would have 
continued to endure the hardship longer; 
but to add to their burdens ruthlessly only 
gave added cause for insurrection. Yet again, 
we say, it is not our place to think wrongly 
of Rehoboam; he was but unconsciously 
carrying out the divine plan (v. 15) for 
“the cause was of God that the Lord might 
perform his word”—that which had been 
predicted to Jeroboam years before. 


2 CHRONICLES Rehoboam’s inconsiderate 
10:12-17 action was the “straw 
that broke the camel’s back”; it was the 
match that lit the fuse that would blow the 
kingdom wide open. Whatever potential 
there had been for the further unification 
of the kingdom was _ And yet, that 
was the way the Lord wanted it. Can we 
not see here, once again, the perfect har- 
mony of divine sovereignty and human 
free will? Surely, Rehoboam was acting on 
his own authority, even adopting what ap- 
peared to be a vicious course of procedure. 
Yet, overruling and overshadowing all of 
the circumstances was the God of circum- 
stance whose sovereign will dominated the 
whole scene. 

The ten tribes broke with Rehoboam and 
followed Jeroboam, making him their ruler 
—king of the northern kingdom of Israel as 
it henceforth was called. Two tribes re- 
mained: Judah and Benjamin in the south. 
Over these Rehoboam ruled in | yop 
until the day of his death. His life was not 
an exemplary one; he “forsook the law,” 
caused his people to follow suit (2 Chron. 
12:1), and had to be chastised by the Lord 
(12:2 ff). But neither did Jeroboam live 
pleasing to the Lord; he introduced .idola- 
trous practices. A sorrowful beginning of a 
divided kingdom that was to get progres- 


sively worse with but few bright spots, un- 
til at last it would culminate in captivity 
which our subsequent lessons will demon- 
strate. 


APRIL 24, 1955 
Asa’s Religious Reforms 
2 Chronicles 14-16 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 15:1-12 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 28 


DATES AND The events contained in 
SETTINGS these three chapters of 2 
Chronicles (14-16) took place during the 
reign of King Asa of Judah. Asa was the 
third monarch of the southern kingdom and 
ruled from c. 912-871 B.C. He was one of 
the few “good” kings of Jewish history, who 
instituted certain reforms which were pleas- 
ing in the sight of God, and God blessed 
him in accordance with these reform move- 
ments. The site of the lesson material is 
Jerusalem, the capital of the southern king- 
dom. 


INTRODUCTION The history of the kings 
of both Israel and Judah 

kmarked by a whole series of corrupt 

ulers who lived their lives in total aban- 
Someniiih of the things of God. Many of 
them tolerated vile practices, immorality, 
idolatry, and polyeamy: few there were 
who —— to bring their lives and régimes 
into conformity with the will of God. Asa 
was one of these few; his reign was char- 
acterized by an endeavor to abolish the 
corrupt practices of the day. This was not 
easy, for he followed after Abijah yr 
jam) who “walked in all the sins of his 
father . . .” (1 Ki. 15:3). His reform 
movement, therefore, meant a complete re- 
versal of his father’s policies and took a 


great deal of courage. 
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pagan religious rites, learn- 
neighboring peoples, involved im 

suggestive ceremonies. The 
for instance, were sacred trees or 
wooden objects placed erect on a 
t incline to be worshiped in a local 
cult system. Many were the sexual 
associated with such a tem or 
cult. The “high places” (Heb. 
were elevated platforms, or por- 
2 Poor on which the shrines or ob- 
worship were placed before the 
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Asa made it a point to remove these 
idolatrous places, but gs gran | ly there was 
a return 5 east to the sinful 
— later in his inn. However, God 

onored Asa’ - endeavors — blessed his 

wi success an rosperity. 
Chapter 15 tells of a word dt chetion 
brought 7. a prophet of God and Asa’s 
response. The chapter of the lesson 
records ssanuhiane of the decline of Asa’s 
kingdom as the king himself began to turn 
from the Lord and place more and more 
reliance upon earthly forces. When rebuk- 
ed, a ee the man of God and 
succumbed to a serious disease 
which took his life. 

The portion assigned in the printed text 
has quite a few important lessons for us 
to observe. The section is divisible into 
two parts: I. The Prophet’s Message (15:1- 
7); Il. The King’s Response (15:8-12 ff.). 


The Exposition 


We know virtually noth- 
ing about this man Aza- 
riah. The name was most common in an- 
cient times and is attributed to a number 
of Old Testament characters. We may 
gather from verse 8 that the real “power 
behind the throne”—or, in this case, be- 
hind the prophet, was his father Oded; 
the prophecy is described as being his and 
Azariah was simply the spokesman. It is 
often interesting for us to think of fag 
rivilege and corresponding responsibility 
Which the Old Testament ~ het had. 
= was the Ficentiesgr es | of stepping boldly up to 


without Lesitation de- 
pane ag if this was necessary. Rarely 
did t the c fing 
they were | 


unish these men of God, for 
ed upon as sacred, set apart 
to “God. Our lesson passage (16:7-10) sug- 
gests one such occasion where a prophet 
was dealt with harshly in a fit of royal 
rage; but this was not often the case. So, 
when Azariah-ben-Oded came to King Asa 
with his message, the king was most atten- 
tive and his response was immediately 
forth 
In the Old Testament, the Christian doc- 
trine of eternal security or the er- 
ance of the saints was not in evidence in 
most cases, although there are individual 
verses in the Old Testament that might 
suggest it. But the Lord came upon His 
people and departed from them when sin 
crossed their —— Thus, David could 


VERSES 1-7 


out: “. . . take not thy holy spirit 
oon me ...” (Psa. 51:11). And ane, 
that the 


this prophet reminded the 
Lord would be with him and his people 
just as long as they, by their living, ob- 


served His ‘wa He would be found by 
souls; but, should the people for- 
sake Him and His ways, He would in 
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turn, forsake them. How different is the 
Christian message: “He will never leave 
you nor forsake you” pach 13:5); “Lo, I 
am with you always . 
Verse 3 presents quite a aeaamiiine on 
hove condition of the times: a nation 
9 up in the ba Fears ms 
Lord through 
pe tag ‘eeum as’ w:-focgy Shae tp out 
the true God. The absence of a teaching 
Ew is explicable by the fact that the 
w had been put to one side for a long 
iod; there was no one qualified to 
teach. If we might draw an analogy, it 


might be inted out that there is a 
noticeable absence of a teaching ministry 
in the church today as well. The average 


American pulpit is used for every conceiv- 
rot thing except teaching the Word of 


Verse 7 suggests that the work of reform 
begun by Asa was looked upon with ap- 
proval by God; His messenger promised 
that Asa’s efforts would be rewarded. 
Therefore, he was to go on, persisting in 
the good work begun. 


VERSES 8-12 How quickly does idolatry 
return! Sweep the mind 
clear of its idols and, unless it is immedi- 
ately filled with something better, the 
idols will be back twice as strong and 
firmly rooted. This is what our Lord 
taught in Matthew 12:48 ff. So, even thou 
King Asa had destroyed the idolatry at 
outset of his reign, it was not long Soler 
the idols were back and needed a further 
clean-up one We may presume from 
verse 7 that Asa had become discouraged 
with the wickedness of his day; perhaps he 
had said, “What's the use? I can’t make a 
dent in this rottenness. I might as well 
give up!” It was at such a time when his 
spirit was at a low ebb, that the messenger 
of God ap to encourage him. And 
Asa took new fortitude and began anew to 
wage his warfare against sin and idolatry. 
Further, his action was not alone nega- 
tive—tearing down idols and images; it was 

itive as well—he lifted up the altar of 
the Lord (v. 8). 

It is interesting to note that even one 
man’s influence for God and righteousness 
can be felt far and wide. Asa’s reforms at- 
tracted the attention of the tribes of 
Ephraim and Manasseh which were actual- 
ly outside of the e of the southern 
_ iom (v. 9). When the Lord is exalted 

He begins to work through one of His 
pronto however insignificant that servant 
may be, others of like ion will join 
themselves in alliance. And, lest we be dis- 
couraged at times by our seeming lack of 
progress or effectiveness for the Lord, ob- 
serve that it took Asa fifteen years (v. 10) 
before he made a sufficient impact on the 
community and surrounding areas to influ- 
ence them to unite with him. Verse 12 
observes for us the intensity of the agree- 
ment these followers of the Lord made— 
‘ “with all their hearts and souls.” 


WHAT HAPPENED King Asa had a potential 
AFTERWARD within his grasp that could 
have changed the whole picture of ancient 
times. Verse 15 informs us that they sought 
the Lord with their whole desire. That the 
Lord was pleased with this mse to the 
prophetic message is evidenced by His rest 
given to the people. However, once more, 
the idolatry returned. Like a cancer which, 
unless it is completely removed by surgery 
or other treatment, will return again and 
again until it takes the very life of the 
pag in question; so are sin and idolatry. 
ey return again and again. Even the 
king’s grandmother—the queen mother— 
had to be removed from the throne be- 
cause of idolatry; it had crept into the 
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royal house. The seventeenth verse seems 
peculiar; the oad places were tolerated; 
yet Asa was “perfect.” His efforts had been 
only partially successful, but his personal 
life was blameless before the Lord. It was 
at this point, however, that the downfall 
a Was it self-satisfaction? Pride? The 
influence of his grandeur? We may not 
know, but the king turned toward a pagan 

wer for help instead of seeking help 
from the Lord. And, when rebuked by the 
Lord’s seer, in a fit of rage, he imprisoned 
the man. Shortly after this, Asa’s reign was 
over. 


MAY 1, 1955 
Jehoshaphat’s Righteous Leadership 
2 Chronicles 17-20 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 17:1-7, 9; 
19:4-7 
Devotional Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-8 


DATES AND As the title of the lesson 
SETTINGS indicates, our study con- 
cerns the fourth king of Judah, Jehosha- 
hat, whose name means “Jehovah is 
udge.” This man was a contemporary of 
the Israelitish kings Omri, Ahab, and Je- 
horam; ruled in Jerusalem from 875 to 
850 B.C. 


INTRODUCTION Jehoshaphat was the son 

of Asa with whom our 
lesson last week dealt. He took it upon 
himself to continue the reforms which his 
father had begun, and in general endeav- 
ored to increase the religious culture of 
the people under his rule. As we observed 
in the last study, the prophet Azariah had 
spoken to Asa, reminding him that it had 
been a long time since a teaching ministry 
had been in Judah. It is significant, there- 
fore, that this was one of the proposals of 














Board Is covered 
in seh grade 
flannel. Built 





for oe wear 


ond 
$1220 






1528 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 








ehoshaphat; he appointed a group of re- 
igious leaders.to teach the law to the peo- 
e (17:9). Apparently: the influence of 
ing Jehoshaphat was widespread, for we 
read of the Philistines and the Arabians 
bringing gifts to him (17:11), out of a 
sense of respect and fear. In spite of his 
influence for righteousness, we find a casual 
reference that indicates his carelessness in 
religious matters; either that, or he was 
uninformed. In 18:1 there is the brief 
statement that Jehoshaphat “joined affinity 
with Ahab.” Nothing could have been 
more disastrous as far as the corruption of 
true religion was concerned. Ahab was the 
husband of Jezebel, the daughter of the 
Pheenician king Eth-Baal. To have any 
communion with Ahab involved the obvi- 
ous influence of his wife's religion, Baalism, 
a perennial curse to the le of Israel 
and Judah. This “affinity” with Ahab came 
about through the marriage of the crown 
prince Jehoram of Judah (Jehoshaphat's 
son) and Ahab’s daughter Athaliah. Cer- 
tainly, Jehoshaphat must have been most 
careless at this point; or else he just did 
not care, in spite of his attempts at right- 
eous reform. 


The Exposition 


2 CHRONICLES It seems to be almost par- 
17:1-7 adoxical that in the open- 
ing of Chapter 17 Jehoshaphat strengthen- 
ed himself against Israel, whereas in the 
— verse of chapter 18, he made an 
alliance. How quickly events can change 
the course of history; bitter enemies are 
brought into a hasty fellowship through 
an altering of circumstance. Jehoshaphat 
guarded the areas of the northern kingdom 
which his father had annexed much to the 
displeasure of the king of the north. 

Verse 3 tells us that the Lord favored 
Jehoshaphat because of his avoidance of 
Baalism. Ba‘al was principally a Canaanite 
—Pheenician god, supposedly the husband 
of Asherah. Both and goddess were 
leaders of a fertility cult which often led 
to sexual orgies, licentious dances, sacred 
(?) Ege corn (both male and female), 
worship of carved tree trunks made to rep- 
resent portions of the human body con- 
cerned with sexual relationships. Baalism 
was demoralizing to the people of God, 
and was condemned repeatedly by the 
prophets of God. Yet, in spite of this, var- 
lous communities apparently added the 
title Ba‘al to their own towns: e.g., Baal- 
gad, Baal-hamon, Baal-peor, Baal-zephon, 
etc. 

We have already mentioned verse 9 
which speaks of the “Bible conference min- 
istry” begun by Jehoshaphat, as he sent re- 
ligious leaders to the cities of his kingdom 
that ~ — train the people in the 
Word o . This was a rather novel 
feature, for the law had become a forgotten 
part of the life of the people. 


2 CHRONICLES Although this is not a 
18 division of the lesson 
text, it furnishes an interesting and im- 
portant bit of continuity of thought and 
we might observe some of the salient 
points contained therein. The “affinity,” as 
we have seen, was the marriage of Ahab’s 
daughter to Jehoshaphat’s son, and this 
probably occasioned the festivities. Such an 
affinity drew the two “enemy” kings into 
an alliance of a military sort as well. It 
would appear that Ahab was using Je- 
hoshaphat (who seems to have been rather 
naive) as a “front” to accomplish his own 
u ; we may well suspect his wife, 
a 1, to be back of some of this. Jehosh- 
aphat hesitated before joining. Israel in a 
battle alliance until he had some word 
from the Lord. Ahab called his four hun- 
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dred prophets of Baal before Jehoshaphat. 


. These were his “yes-men”; whatever - the 


king wanted was all right with them. But 
Jehoshaphat was unimpressed; he still held 
out. Surely, there must be a prophet of 
the true God in the land! Verse 7 is a bit 
amusing; the king of Israel hated God's 
prophet “because he never prophesies good 
but always evil.” To modernize, we might 
say that the world today hates the Christ- 
ian for he repeatedly denounces the sin in 
which it revels, and promises God's judg- 
ment. In short, the Christian is a “kill-joy” 
for the unregenerate. 

When Micaiah-ben-Imla*, God’s proph- 
etic spokesman, was called before the two 
kings, seated in their royal apparel on 
twin thrones, he seems to have first said 
what King Ahab wanted him to say; but 
apparently he said it in such a way that 
it was obvious to all that he did not mean 
the words he spoke—that he spoke in sar- 
casm (vv. 14, 15). There is a very interest- 
ing portion of Scripture in 18:18-21 which 
takes us “back-stage” as it were to view 
the workings of Deity in the realm beyond 
human vision. The few brief views which 
God has seen fit to give us of what takes 
place behind the scenes are fascinating in- 
deed. See Job 1:6 ff. and 2:1 ff.; Daniel 10: 
12 ff.; Luke 22: 31,32; Hebrews 10:5 f£.; 
Jude 9, etc., for examples. So, while our 
text (vv. 18 ff.) may be only a parable, it 
may also be a factual presentation. 


The account of the fulfilling of Micaiah- 
ben-Imla’s prediction concerning the death 
of the king of Israel is thrilling (18:28 ff.). 
It would appear that shrewd King Ahab 
had planned a neat, foolproof way of dis- 
posing of his rival under the guise of 
friendliness and comradeship. The two 
kings were going into battle together and 
Ahab proposed a change of garment; he 
would wear Jehoshaphat’s robes and Je- 
hoshaphat would don Ahab’s garments. 
Again we see something of the southern 
king’s naiveté; and we can almost picture 
him crying out in mortal terror and tear- 
ing off the robe of Ahab when he suddenly 
found himself surrounded by enemy sharp- 
shooters, and realized the plot, while Ahab 
dashed off in comparative safety. 

* The name by which Micaiah would be 
known to his fellow-countrymen; “ben” 
signifies “son of"; Micaiah-ben-Imla 
means Micaiah, son of Imla. 


2 CHRONICLES When Jehoshaphat _re- 
19:1-7 turned to his palace in 
Jerusalem after the harrowing experience 
in which he almost lost his life, he was 
met by a prophet, significantly enough the 
son of the man Jehoshaphat’s father had 
ey in jail (16:10). Jehu’s condemnation of 
is king was bold indeed; he accused the 
king of helping the ungodly and company- 
ing with those who hate the Lord. It was 
a severe charge, but apparently accepted 
meekly by the king who had begun to 
realize his folly, and how neatly he had 
been “taken in” by Ahab. However, his re- 
form movement stood him in good stead, 
and the Lord was lenient with him (v. 3). 
“Beer-sheba to Ephraim” was the way in 
which the boundary was described. Before 
the division of the kingdom, Palestine was 
generally spoken of as extending “from 
Dan to Beer-sheba”; but this delineation 
of the southern kingdom boundary is set 
as “from Beer-sheba to Ephraim.” 

The king also restored a judge system to 
the land. The first judges were suggested 
by Moses’ eS ae (Ex. 18); 
later, the Lord established His own “judge” 
system (Num. 11); still later, following 
the death of Joshua, the Lord raised up a 
series of judges who were men of action 
rather than men of words. And now, our 
text describes Jehoshaphat’s purpose to 
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establish judges in the land of Judah. He 
cautioned them to recognize their respon- 
sibility to the Lord and not to man; they 
were not to show partiali ity nor to take 
bribes (v. 7). These were all a part of the 
King’s program of reform. 

MAY 8, 1955 

Joash Repairs the Temple 
2 Chronicles 21-24 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 24:4, 8-14 
Devotional Reading: 1 Kings 8:27-30 

DATES AND The four chapters of our 
SETTINGS lesson ba: und ma- 
terial take us through the reigns of four 
rulers all told, and cover a period of some 
fifty-three years or so. Most of the setting 
is found to be at Jerusalem or its immedi- 
ate environs, though there is a brief excur- 
sion of one of the rulers to Jezreel and the 
area around Samaria. The approximate 
dates of the rulers concerned are as fol- 


lows: ——— (850-843 B.C.); a 
(842); Athaliah (842-836); Joash (Jehoash) 
(836-797). 


INTRODUCTION In order that we might 
better understand the as- 
signed portion, let us give a brief resumé 
of the events which took place between the 
reign of Jehoshaphat (whose régime we 
studied last week) and the principal per- 
sonage of today’s lesson, Jehoash or Joash. 
When Jehoshaphat died, his son Jehoram 
took over the throne. The opening portion 
of chapter 21 tells of his treachery toward 
his brothers, probably because of fear that 


one of them would try to usurp the throne 
from him. Last week we called your atten- 
tion to the fact that an “affinity” had been 
made between the King of Ju and the 


King of Israel by means of marriage; the 
daughter of Ahab was married to the son 
of Jehoshaphat. Thus, verse 6 makes fur- 
ther comment on this marital alliance 
which was also a martial one. Naturally 
Ahab’s ese go Athaliah induced her 
new hus Jehoram to follow the dic- 
tates of her licentious religion, Baalism. It 
is no wonder, therefore, that we find (v. 11) 
Jehoram reestablishing the Bamoth or 
“high places” with their corrupt, immoral 
practices. This was undoubtdly done at 
the instigation of Athaliah. The eleventh 
verse also confirms that which we have in- 
dicated, that sacred prostitution was the 
order of the day at the Bamoth. 

In verses 12-15, we find mention of a 
writing of Elijah to the king, warning him 
against the corruption of reign, and 
a the terrible death he would suf- 

r. Further, all that Jehoshaphat, the 
king’s father, had been able to accomplish, 
the conquests, the peaceful coexistence 
with ordinarily enemy neighbors, was over- 
thrown by the rather reckless and unfortu- 
nate reign of Jehoram (vv. 16, 17 compared 
with 17:11). And finally, the record is given 
of his ignominious end: a diseased body, 
and unwanted or unlamented by his peo- 
ple. 

For a period of one year, Ahaziah the 
youngest son of the deceased Jehoram, was 
made king but his régime was short lived. 
He continued in the sin of his father and 
probably increased it, since he was capably 
tutored by his mother and her Baal asso- 
ciates (v. 4). A point of interest for our 
alert readers who may wonder how the 
youngest son of Jehoram could be forty- 
two years old when his father was only 
forty when he died. This is undoubtedly 
an error in transcription in one of the 
early copies, for the book of 2 Kings (8:26) 
confirms our belief that he was probably 
twenty-two. Furthermore, verse 2 describes 
the king’s mother as the “daughter of 
Omri”; the RSV properly corrects this to 





“granddaughter.” A prophetic leader, Jehu, 
nok it — ‘himeelt to eliminate this cor- 
rupt king and seek to purge the land of 
its evil (22:9). 

This brings us to the third of the mon- 
archs—a woman. The king’s mother, fol- 
lower of Baal as she was, took the throne 
herself and to secure her —— she 
mimicked her son’s action in destroying all 
my ene opposition to the throne (v. 10 

.). In this, however, she overlooked one 
little fellow who was secreted away by a 
sister; his name was Joash. When Joash 
was old enough (7 years to be exact), and 
at a propitious time, the conspirators 
against Athaliah brought him out and 
crowned him king (v. 11), at the same 
time executing the immoral Athaliah (v. 
15). The house of Baal was destroyed and 
the priest of Baal slain (v. 16). Joash then 
reigned on the throne—first, of course, 
through advisors since he was too young— 
as we have seen, from 836-797 B.C. In the 
course of this period, he repaired the 
Temple which had fallen into disuse. It is 
about this episode that our study concerns 
itself. 


The Exposition 


2 CHRONICLES “After this” (v. 4) Joash 
24:1-7 was minded to repair the 
house of the Lord. Undoubtedly this re- 
fers to a period when he had come to 
some maturity, since he was only seven 
years old when he began to reign. Verse 3 
would indicate that he was under the care- 
ful tutelage of Jehoiada the priest who was 
a faithful man of God (2 Ki. 12:2), the 
man primarily responsible for the coup 
d’état which brought Joash to the throne. 
The king called upon the priests, logical 
ones to do the job, to arrange for the re- 
building of the Temple where such con- 
struction was necessary. Theirs was to be 
a permanent job—“from year to year’—to 
keep the house of God from looking di- 
lapidated. But the Levites took their own 
time about the matter, and it was neces- 
sary for the king to stir up some action 
when he saw that nothing was being done. 


2 CHRONICLES Jehoiada the priest put 
24:8-14 some “teeth” into the 
king’s edict and it was not oe. thereafter 
that a program was established which 
brought in sufficient funds to repair the 
Temple and refurnish it with equipment 
which had been taken out previously. We 
might almost speak facetiously of this de- 
vice as a “community chest” plan. It is to 
be observed that the giving was My tesa | 
voluntary; there was no coercion involved. 
The chest was simply put in a conspicuous 
place, and a pronouncement went forth to 
all that the money which was gee would 
be used to repair and refurnish the house 
of God. 

It would seem (v. 10) that the people 
were strongly in favor of the return to 
the worship of the true God. For, let us 
keep in mind that, although the world at 
large may engage in its frivolous practices, 
enjoy its pleasure-mad sprees, claim to get 
a “kick” out of life as they know it, there 
is always a deep-seated longing for some- 
thing real, something that will bring last- 
ing satisfaction and peace of soul. The 
pleasures of the world, while they may sat- 
isfy for a time, leave a deeper-than-ever 
awareness of the emptiness of life. It is 
only when man has his whole — 
grounded in the reality that is in the Lo 
that true satisfaction can come. So, in a 
sense we have a parallel in our day to 
what these ancients faced. They had par- 
taken of the thrills of the sensual Baal- 
religion, and had realized—many of them— 
that it was not satisfying to the whole 
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man. When the proclamation came to re- 
turn to the Lord, repair and redecorate 
His house, there was a unanimous approval 
and rejoicing. The subsequent gifts are 
testimony to the earnestness of the people 
to return to the Lord. 

Verse 11 seems to give us a hint of the 
uncertainty that was in the minds of the 
officials; they were not expecting the chest 
to be filled so quickly; perhaps they had 
thought it would be like “pulling teeth” 
to get the people—so long accustomed to 

ism—to give for the Lord’s house. We 
can sense an element of surprise and even 
delight, plus a desire to “capitalize” on 
this religious fervor. Might we point out 
that there are many who, in our own day, 
are endeavoring to capitalize on the cur- 
rent religious craze in America. “Religious” 
books are pouring from the secular presses; 
Holl is madly rushing real regi in- 


ferior films of a religious or quasi-religious , 


nature; the moaners and crooners of music- 
land are grinding out discs with saccharine 
melodies and words that are supposed to 
have a religious flavor—all to cater to re- 
we roereinaey J America; newspa are also 
running daily columns by withers re- 
ligious leaders. It is popular! It is the 
thing to do! Let us cash in on it! That 
was also done by these leaders of the past 
as our text suggests to us. 

Yet, in spite of what appears to be a 
sense of pa and sonsien the house of 
the Lord was repaired and made ready for 
use once more as the lesson tells 
us. Jehoiada, working under King Joash, 
did his work well, and worship of the true 
God was restored for a time to its rightful 
place. However, it was not long after the 
death of Jehoiada that the underground 
movement dedicated to Baal approached 
the king and obtained permission to re- 
build some of the Asherim or groves and 
reestablish their pagan cults. This was the 
cause for further judgment from the Lord, 
and the chapter ends with the death of 
Joash who had begun so well, and God’s 
wrath on the nation Judah. 


MAY 15, 1955 
Uzziah’s Strength and. Failure 
2 Chronicles 25-26 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 26:3-5, 16-21 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 


DATES AND The period covered by 
SETTINGS chapters 25 and 26 of the 
book of 2 Chronicles a ae of approxi- 
mately sixty-five years and involves two 
kings, Amaziah who was Joash’s son, and 
Uzziah (Azariah) successor to Amaziah and 
tenth ruler of Judah. Uzziah was a con- 
temporary of the famous ruler of the 
northern kingdom, Jeroboam II, whose 
reign was crowned with such wealth and 
splendor—and moral laxity as well. We 
know also that it was in the day that Uz- 
ziah died that Isaiah eo pm prophet 
had his vision of God and to prophetic 
service (Isa. 6:1). We may date the current 
lesson material somewhere in the vicinity 
of 799-734 B.C., encompassing the régimes 
of two kings. The setting was, for the mos' 
part, Jerusalem, the southern ki ’s 
capital, although there is a brief skirmish 
at Edom and another at Beth-shemesh, a 
portion of the southern kingdom. 


INTRODUCTION ‘The last view we had of 

Joash was as a greatly 
diseased man who was murdered by his own 
servants out of revenge. The lives of the 
leaders of Israel and Judah were violent 
ones, and oftentimes ended in murder. 
Amaziah, Joash’s son, began to reign as 
king of Judah when he was twenty-five 
years old (v. 1) and we are told that he 
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“In other words, 





“did right” but not with a perfect heart. 
there were still some of 
the evils of his kingdom which he tolerated 
when he could have stam them out. In 
this particular case, Amaziah permitted the 
Bamoth or “high places” to remain, and 
his subjects continued to burn incense at 
these shrine-like places of pagan worship 
(2 Ki. 14:4). In indignation for what the 
servants of his father had done to him, 
Amaziah put them to death (2 Chron. 25: 
3) but was careful to observe the Mosaic 
law in its strictness (v. 4). 

In Amaziah’s endeavor to augment his 
armed forces, he drafted men into military 
service and even hired mercenaries from 
Judah’s rival, Israel (25:6). This was cer- 
tainly not a wise move and one which 
caused him trouble later on. But, warned 
by a man of God, Amaziah dismissed these 
mercenaries with pay, and determined to 
trust in the Lord to deliver their enemies 
into his hand. The Valley of Salt is, of 
course, the area of the Salt or Dead Sea, 
that borderland of the Edomites (Idu- 
means, as they were later called) who oc- 
cupied rocky cliffs south and east of the 
Dead Sea. Here a battle was fought and 
the Lord enabled Judah to come out vic- 
toriously. However, while this battle was 
going on, the rejected mercenary soldiers 
attacked the homeland of Judah creating 
much havoc. 

Amaziah indicated his further resolve to 
amalgamate his religious concepts; he 
brought back from Edom as trophies of 
war some of their gods and idols which 
he used for worship purposes (25:14-16). 
When God's prophetic spokesman sought 
to warn the king of his wrong-doing, Ama- 
ziah rebuffed him (25:16) and sent him 
away with the prophet’s warning sounding 
in his ears. 

In a brazen and rather foolhardy attempt 
at war with Israel, Amaziah was captured 
by his northern rival (25:17 ff.), and used 
as a hostage to gain entrance for the Isra- 
elites into the Holy City of Jerusalem. His 
worship of the Edomite af» and his re- 
jection of the true God did not help him 
at this point, and Jerusalem was pillaged 
by the invaders from the north (25:23, 24). 
The inhabitants of the southern kingdom 
were highly incensed and rebellious against 
their apostate king, and took it upon 
themselves to assassinate him (25:27). This 
brings us to our lesson material for this 
week. 


The Exposition 


2 CHRONICLES When Uzziah began to 
26:1-5 reign over Judah at the 
death of his father, he was sixteen years 
old. He had a long reign—some fifty-two 
years, only three short of the régime of 
Judah’s longest-reigning king, Manasseh. 
One may well wonder what were the 
thoughts going through the mind of the 
sixteen-year-old boy concerning those who 
had murdered his father; how would he 
feel as he ruled over them? The relation- 
ship was probably not pleasant. It ‘is inter- 
esting to note that Uzziah (also called 
Azariah) maintained a building program 
similar to his contemporary Jeroboam II of 
Israel, under whose régime Israel flourished 
in military exploits and construction proj- 
ects. Verse 5 is significant as it tells us of 
the character of Uzziah: “he sought God 
in the days of Zechariah . . .”; this is not 
to be confused with the writer of the book 
of Zechariah, one of the minor prophets 
who was post-exilic in date. Zechariah was 
a common name; there are some thirty or 
more men by that name in the Old Testa- 
ment. The man with whom Uzziah con- 


sulted was apparently some sort of seer 
who pllicrer the king. 
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2 CHRONICLES This is the record of 
26:6-15 some of the achievements 
of Uzziah during his reign. His battles, his 
construction projects, his relationship with 
surrounding eee are all lisied here in 
brief form. The most significant phrase of 


this section is the very last statement in | j 


v. 15: “. ... his mame was spread far 
abroad; for he was marvellously helped, 
till he was strong.” How often this same 
pattern is followed even today. A person 
——— and submissive to the Lord un- 
til he acquires strength, ularity, pres- 
tige, power. Then, e emnens ae a 
person will often think he is strong enough 
to take care of himself and needs no fur- 
ther divine help. 


2 CHRONICLES However, God has a way 
26:16-23 of taking care of such 
persons who have exalted opinions of 
themselves; and God knew how to deal 
with Uzziah also. He was a man, who 
had many good traits and endeavored to 
maintain a true religion in his land. But 
even the greatest idol has clay feet! And 
Uzziah was no exception to the rule. In 
his arrogance, he intruded into a ition 
where he had no right—the priest's office; 
he felt that, as king, it was his prerogative 
to offer incense on the altar. 

Consequently, one day, the king brusque- 
ly appeared at the door of the Temple to 
demand that he be permitted to offer in- 
cense. When refused, he boldly strode to 
the altar and took a censer from the altar 
with the incense in it. It was thus that the 
priests—eighty of them—along with Azariah 
the officiating ‘priest, found the king and 
demanded that he retire from the sanc- 
tuary at once. The king’s anger, completely 
unjustified, revealed itself and God sent a 
judgment upon him in the form of leprosy 
which remained with the king for the rest 
of his life. 

We might try to picture the scene, trag- 
edy that it was, in our own mind’s eye. 
The king standing beside the altar with 
the censer in his hand, possibly waving it 
about in a threatening manner to the ap- 
proaching priests bent on putting him out 


2 


The Scripture tells us that Uzziah the 
king was a leper until the day of his death, 
and lived in a “several” house as the AV 


possibly sort of a 
sanatorium where he would be able to re- 
ceive care and treatment, yet be ecpensved 
from society and exempt from his regal 
duties. Apparently, also, Jotham, the king’s 
son, took over the affairs of the kingdom 
while his father was still alive and became 
its ruler after. Uzziah’s death. 


This teaches us a strong lesson 
on the } era of God that His work be 


done in the way He has ordained. How 
frequently we feel that our ways and 
thoughts are better than God’s, more effec- 
tive, more efficient, more modern. Yet the 
rinciples which God has established are 
inviolate and must be observed carefully. 
An interesting conclusion to this lesson 
would be a brief survey of others whom 
God has struck down for disobedience, 
etc.—e.g., Nabal (1 Sam. 25:38), Uzzah (2 
Sam. 6:7), the populace (2 Ki. 6:18), Ana- 
nias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1 ff), Herod 
(Acts 12:23), etc. It has often been pointed 
out that it is fortunate indeed that God 
does not often deal with mankind in our 
own day as He did in the past, or every 
church would have to have a mortuary in 
its basement. Yet, God still demands obed- 
ience and requires allegiance to Himself 
alone. Those who give it are blessed; those 
who transgress beyond proper boundaries 
receive God's judgment—now or later. 
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The Written Minis 


iry of 


Arthur W. Pink 


Ralph L. Keiper Book Review Editor 


There are some men who are in the 
habit of keeping their light under a 
bushel. Some men ought to. However, 
there comes a time when some of these 
hidden lights ought to have their bushels 
ignited and consumed. Such a person is 
Arthur W. Pink. 

Three years ago this servant of the 
Lord went home to be with Him. Mr. 
Pink has left us a wonderful written 
ministry on the Word of God. His 
works show hours of study; each line 
is filled with information and blessing. 
His books are not shallow. His studies 
fill the soul with “strong meat” which 
needs to be well digested. 

Mr. I. C. Herendeen, long an asso- 
ciate of Mr. Pink, is preparing his man- 
uscripts for publication. Several works 
have been completed and published. Re- 
cently a three-volume work on the 
epistle to the Hebrews, has been offered 
to the public. This great epistle has 
been studied, verse by verse, and the 
Bible student will enjoy it with relish. 

Mr. Herendeen tells me the follow- 
ing: “Mr. Pink was born in England 
in 1886. He was saved out of Spiritual- 
ism and Theosophy. He came to Amer- 
ica where he held several pastorates 
until 1919. He entered- the Bible con- 
ference field, having his ministry largely 
on the Pacific Coast. He traveled to 
Australia ministering the Word. Hav- 
ing returned to the United States he 
continued his work. Just before World 
War II, he returned to England, and 
during the conflict he removed to Scot- 
land, where later he was to die.” 

Mr. Pink's written ministry began 
_ with the publishing of a magazine, 
Studies in the Scriptures, and for thirty- 
one years it was the channel for his 
written ministry. It is from this source 
that Mr. Herendeen is gathering to- 
gether the works of Mr. Pink and offer- 
ing them to the public in book form. 

Some of the titles that have been 
published are the following: Exposition 
of the Gospel of John, a three-volume 
work. This is a minute examination of 
the fourth Gospel. It is practical as well 
as theological in presentation. The Sev- 
en Sayings of the Saviour is a brief 
work on the seven last words of our 
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Lord from the cross. The Sovereignty 
of God is a masterpiece, as Pink shows 
the importance of this great doctrine to 
all Biblical truth. Exposition on the 
Sermon on the Mount is a great work, 
explaining the text of Matthew, five to 
seven. To some this work may prove 
controversial, as Pink attempts to show 
that salvation is not a mere formal 
thing but is to produce fruits of right- 
eousness in the believer. Comfort for 
Christians is a book of devotions, a 
tonic for believers. 

Works that are forthcoming are: 
The Doctrine of Sanctification, and 
later, The Satisfaction of Christ, deal- 
ing with the atonement. 

We commend to the student of the 
Bible these great works. Pink’s work on 
Genesis has been a great delight to us 
personally. His books you can read and 
reread with profit. All of these volumes 
may be obtained from Eternity Book 
Service, 1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, 
Pa. 


Studies In Isaiah. Edward J. Young. Eerd- 
—_ 206 pp- . $2.50. 
This book is composed of a series of arti- 
ublished in the Westminster Theologi- 
pong fame and is concerned with the prob- 
ak of the book of Isaiah. The principal 
essays deal with (1) the history of the 
of Isaiah from the time of J. A. Alex- 
ander; (2) the Messianic interpretation of 
Isaiah Ss and aN the famous virgin-birth 
of Isaiah 7. The essays are filled 
with solid learning, and evidence a wide 
reading of American, British, and Continen- 
tal works. These essays on Isaiah are an in- 
dispensable source of material for any evan- 
= who is a serious student of Old 
estament studies. We are grateful to Dr. 
——* for bringing to our attention the 
brilliance, the piety, the scholarship of 

Joseph Addison Alexander. 

The historical essays are of great worth 
for Dr. gE <ralhewag Mage Sg 
im t developments in the criticism 
of Isaiah from the time of Alexander till 
modern times. 
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fundamentalist who asserts his position from 


his tism with no | but his 
position is that of a very learned and very 
scholarly conservative who can marshal his 


exegetical and philological materials to 

show that this is the most defensible inter- 

pretation of the verse in question. 
BERNARD RAMM 


The History of American Church Music. 
— Ellinwood. Morehouse-Gorham. 


The PEistory of American Church Music 
is so well written and so concisely organized 
that I recommend that you give it not only 
to your church a as a gift, but also 
to each member of your music committee. 
Not only will they receive much interesting 
and valuable i ne relative to the 

450 years o urch music in this 
ae but they will read ( and, I trust, 
mark, and inwardly digest) many useful bits 
of advice which every well-intentioned 
music committeeman should know. 

Under the latter category I would men- 
tion such as the following: 

. .. throughout our history no church has 
succeeded in having outstanding music un- 
less it was ready and willing to pay for it. 
Good music costs money! Money not only 
for instruments and music scores, but suffi- 
cient money to secure competent church 
musicians who can devote their full efforts 
toward this end.” 

And again: “If music be given ap: uate 
recognition in the overall program the 
church, it must be adequately supported 
financially; further, it must be kept in its 
proper role, consecrated to the worship of 
Almighty God, and never diverted to less 
worthy, secular ends.” 

And this timely thought: “Congregations, 
today, in need of a clergyman do not turn 
to some person in their midst who can read 
intelligibly and ask him, without further 

tion, to assume the duties of a pas- 
tor. Yet constantly throughout our history 
have congregations blithely asked anyone 
who could play or sing fairly well to be- 
come their organist or choirmaster with no 
expectation that any further specialized 
training would be sought. More than any 
other single cause, it has been the blind 
efforts of such con tions, no matter 
how well intentioned, which have kept 
church music in low repute. Nor will this 
condition be improved until individual con- 
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gregations come to realize that the. ministry 
of music requires intensive and iali 
study.” The book is divided into three main 
ong The Colonial Era, 1494-1920, Part 

wo, 1820-1920, and, finally, The Contem- 
porary Scene. 

The author is on the staff of the Library 
of Congress and the National. Cathedral of 
Washington, D. C. You may not find your- 
self in accord with all of his points of 
view, but you cannot deny his scho ip in 
the historical sections of the book. 

ROBERT ELMORE 


Christianity Through the Centuries. Earle 
E. Cairns. Zondervan. 511 pp. $5.95. 
Church history is found here at its profit- 

able best. This volume is written by a 

devout evangelical scholar who had the 

courage to break loose from the inhibitions 
and blindspots of denominational provin- 
cialism. The span of the exciting centuries 
is measured in the climate of a sound Bib- 
lical ecclesiology. If the common presenta- 
tion of church history has made it a dull 

subject for you, it can now become a 

delightful experience in the capable hands 

of our author. 

Dr. Cairns is currently chairman of the 
Department of History at Wheaton College. 
He has invested some twelve years in order 
to bring the events of church history into 
sharp focus amid their varied contexts. We 
believe he has been successful in fitting 
Christianity into the political, economical, 
social, intellectual, and aesthetical back- 
grounds of secular history (so-called). 

Clear maps and diagrams at necessary 
places in the text make this volume more 
useful to the student. 

This reviewer particularly appreciated 
the evident application of the Biblical con- 
ception of the spiritual nature of the 
Church as an organism more than as a 
mere organization. 

This work is up-to-date. Such figures as 
Barth and Graham, such movements as the 
National Association of Evangelicals and 
the World Council of Churches are set 
forth in their proper place in contemporary 
history. The closing — on “Problems 
and Prospects” is equally as satisfying as 
the very excellent “Introduction” to the 
whole field of church history. In one vol- 
ume there is probably nothing better in its 
field. 

Doucias B. MacCorKLe 


The Pastor’s Hospital Ministry. Richard K. 
Young. Broadman Press. 139 pp. $2.50. 
There is a great need today for a proper 

understanding of spiritual health as well 
as mental and physical health. Dr. Young 
has ably set forth the necessary team work 
of. the pastor, physician, and psychiatrist. 
He quotes many authorities in the field of 
medicine and psychiatry who support the 
theory that the whole man must taken 
into consideration in order to effect a cure 
and promote health. The book gives evi- 
dence of the author’s extensive study and 
wealth of experience. ‘ 

Excellent suggestions are given for the 
pastor’s proper relationship to the hospital 
personnel. The methods and procedures of 
visiting the sick in the hospital room are 
of particular value to the young pastor and 
theological student. Very helpful sugges- 
tions are given for ministering to the surgi- 
cal patient, the convalescent, the dying, and 
the bereaved. One chapter contains a ver- 
batim account of a pastor’s counseling with 
a patient along with critical notes by the 
author. 

However, we cannot help feeling that the 
book could have been of even greater value 
if the author had given concrete sugges- 
tions for leading the patient into pi 
relationship with our blessed Lord. Much 
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of the material deals with his relationship 
to man whereas a proper relationship to 
God must be experienced before there can 
be such between men. Certainly this book 
will find a — in the libraries of pastors 
as well as that of schools training men to 
minister to the spiritual needs of the in- 
dividual. 

Warren H. ScHUH 


The Dawn of the Scarlet . Edgar Ains- 
lie. Sunday School Times. 150 pp. $2.00. 
Today, as perhaps never before, there is 

a renewed emphasis on the book of Revela- 

tion. Strangely enough, much of that em- 

phasis comes not so much from theologi 

as men of science, men of world affairs! 

References to an apocalyptic age abound in 

our newspapers and magazines. It is thus 

very appropriate that Mr. Ainslie’s book 
should be published just now. 


There are many books on the Revelation, 


but all too many of these are now out of 
date; remnants of a past tion. To be 
sure, much of their truth still stands un- 
shaken, but there is always a need for a 
contemporary spokesman to restate the 
prophetic truths for his own. day. in 
In a series of weekly articles in the famed 
Sunday School Times, Mr. Ainslie set forth 


ant oe ee ee t char- 
acteristic messages is that 
not so “other-worldly” so as to te as no 
benefit to us in this world; rather, the 
author has graphically set forth the respon- 
sibility of the present-day church in the 
light of the future. 
Some will disagree with the author at 
ints, of course; this would seem to be 
inevitable in a work on the subject of 
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by 
TOLBERT R. INGRAM 


@ ADVENTURE, INTRIGUE, and 
ROMANCE are woven into a sus- 
pense-filled story that will capture 
and hold your interest from the start. 
@ Accurate, vivid descriptions bring 
to life again the Samaria and Syria 
of the Bible, and give you an even 
better appreciation of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

Brought captive out of her native 
Israel, Miriam tells her master, Naa- 
man, that he can be healed of leprosy. 
This is the story of Miriam's courage 
in the face of captivity—of her faith 
and of her love for a Syrian captain. 

It is Miriam’s story, but it is more. 
Ambitious Ben-hadad of Syria is 
blocked in his plans by Elisha, the 
indomitable man of God. War breaks 
out, and the Bible story is re-told 


Previewers enjoyed 
MAID OF ISRAEL: 


“I know Israel and the Near East 
well, and find that Mr. Ingram 
caught admirably the somewhat 
mystical atmosphere of these ancient 
lands”—Mrs. G. Van Tijn, book re- 
view editor, TAOS EL CREPUS- 
COLO, Taos, New Mexico. 

“Tt is a thrilling experience to see 
Old Testament names become living 
personalities as one reads this book. 
The author is just chat graphic in 
his style. A romantic element is 
done in good taste. A wonderful 
book for anyone, teen-age and above” 
—Warren Filkin, Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Chicago, IIl. 
Broadman Press, Nashville 


Get your copy of 
MAID OF ISRAEL today 
your 
FAVORITE BOOKSELLER 
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>. But Bible students who want a 

rief, clear, and sane treatment of the clos- 

——— of this earth of ours, will do 

to add The Dawn of the Scarlet Age 

to their libraries, regardless of their per- 
sonal views. 

H.H.E.. 


Twenty Stewardship Sermons. Pastors of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Augs- 
burg. 227 pp. $3.00. 

Twenty pastors of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church have written the messages 
contained in this little volume. Most of 
them have related stewardship to the prop- 
er use of money. However, some of the 
messages emphasize the proper use of time, 
talents, energies, and church funds. All of 
the sermons recognize the Scriptural teach- 
ing concerning stewardship and the indi- 
vidual’s res ibility to God. 

Taking the book as a unit, one receives 
many valuable reasons for contributing to 
‘the work of the Lord. Our giving — 
the value we put upon seeking the lost as 
well as our love, faith, sacrifice, desire to 
spread the gospel, grace, gratitude, and 
responsibility. An unusual message in the 
series is on the “Stewardship of Prayer,” 
showing the primacy of prayer in God’s 
economy. 

The individual will receive a blessing in 
reading these thought-provoking messages 
and pastors will receive help in ring 
ae on the theme of This ta. Of 
course, it is to be expected that a distinc- 
tive Lutheran flavor des the writings, 
but this in no way hinders the teaching of 
the truth of stewardship. 

Warren H. ScHUH 


Devotions and Prayers of John Calvin. 
Compiled by Charles E. Edwards. Baker. 
120 pp. $1.00. 


John Calvin is probably best known for 
his commentaries on books of the Bible and 
for his Institutes. Possibly few people rea- 
lize what a master of the art of prayer the 
man was. Here, in this little book, are fifty- 
two one- devotional articles, each ac- 
companied by a printed prayer appropriate 
to the text. The Scripture texts for the 
meditations are all taken from the minor 
a ae Some readers may object to the 

rmal, printed prayers, but this objection 
should be offset by the beauty of expression 
in these earnest petitions. This reviewer has 
learned that the prayer life can be stimu- 
lated and _ enrich by an_ occasional 
a concentration _ the pub- 
lished prayers of some of the great saints 
of the ages. We commend this book to 
those who seek a devotional work which 
will arouse one to a deeper love for the 
Lord. 


H. H. E. 


John P ’s Talk. C. H. Spurgeon. 
Zondervan. 157 pp. $1.95. 


Already over one-half million people have 
purchased this book. This ought to be 
commendation enough to a new generation 
that may not be acquainted with this work 
by the ous Spurgeon. 

The author wrote these homilies on the 
believer’s everyday life with the purpose of 

iving plain advice to plain people. The 

ulk of Christendom needs this home-spun 
philosophizing on the vices and virtues of 
the common people. 

See him sifting the sluggard grain by 
grain and finding him all chaff. Hear him 
saying of reli — rane aoa a —_ 
has a parti ly empty head he ly 
sets up for a great judge, cata A Te- 

igion.” React to his comment on gossips— 
that blister their tongues with backbiting. 
Be convicted when he emphasizes that— 








“faults are always thick where love is thin.” 
Readers will see that John Ploughman 
is really Spurgeon in character getting his 
readers told on matters that rarely receive 
adequate emphasis from the pulpit. Every 
believer ought to be exposed to this modern 
book of proverbs. Zondervan has done us 
real service in making it available on a 

wider scale as a Reprint Classic. 
Doucias B. MacCorKLE 


Christian Deviations. Horton Davies. Philo- 
sophical Library. 125 Pp. $2.75. 

In ten factual, concise chapters, Professor 
Davies has thoroughly analyzed the problem 
of non-Christian cults, and his conclusions 
are devastating. This small book, written 
in a splendid lecture-outline form, is prob- 
ably one of the finest pieces of objective 
analysis ever to enter the field of apologe- 
tics. 

Professor Davies, in a scholarly and Chris- 
tian manner, has examined such pseudo- 
religious systems as Theosophy, Moral Re- 
armament, Open Air Religion, Astrology, 
Spiritism, Seventh Day Adventism, etc., and 
has thoroughly exposed their shallow pre- 
tenses of scholarship and “divine” revela- 
tion. The only major criticism one can make 
of this book, at all, is that it is far too short, 
and should be enlarged, if at all possible, 
in the near future. Some may also deduce 
from some of the Professor’s statements 
that he thinks in terms of eternal rehabilita- 
tion, that is, corrective punishment in the 
tradition of F. W. Farrar, and further, that 
he espouses rather touchy views on verbal 
inspiration, 

WALTER R. MARTIN 
Heroes of the Cross. (Various authors.) 

Zondervan. 95 pp. $1.00 cach. 

Here is a series of inexpensive books for 
young people particularly, which will go 
far toward challenging their missionary in- 
terest. Eight volumes are in the series thus 
far, each about ninety-five pages in length, 
with a hard cover and beautifully-designed 
jacket in full color. The books are written 
in a_ smooth-flowing, easy-reading style 
with many exciting and dramatic stories 
to keep the interest of the reader. There 
is the story of David Brainerd, great pio- 
neer missionary to the American | Indian; 
the adventures of William C. Burns, first 
missionary to China; the often-told, yet 
ever new and thrilling account of David 
Livingstone who took the light to dark 
Africa; and William Carey, the fearless 
man who brought Christ to India. Mary 
Slessor was a Scottish girl who risked her 
life for the Lord in West Africa, once 
called “the white man’s grave”; James 
Chalmers describes the ministry of this 
man of God in the South Seas, New 
Guinea, among cannibals. In the book, 
Adoniram Judson, we have the tale of one 
of the most famous of American mission- 
aries—the hero of Burma. And then, the 
age-old story of one of England’s greatest 
figures, John Wesley. Among the authors 
of these missionary and adventure books, 
we find such writers as Stanley Sowton, D. 
I. Babcock, P. M. Stevenson, A. R. Evans, 
Phyllis Matthewman, and Winifred M. 
Pearce. These books will make excellent 
additions to any church or missionary 
library, as well as splendid gifts for young 
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people who are interested in real-life, 
stirring adventures. And, while the authors 
were primarily writing for young le, 
older folk will find much that is stim t- 
ing in these books also. The volumes can 
be ordered individually, or as a set. 

H. H. E. 


A Priest Speaks His Mind. W. E. R. O’Gor- 
man. Crusade for Christ, Glendale, Cal. 
192 pp. $2.25. 

The author was born into an old Irish 
Protestant family and at the age of twenty- 
one joined the Roman Catholic Church and 
several years later entered the religious com- 
munity of the Paulist Fathers. He remained 
in this —— for twenty-three years, writ- 
ing a letter of resignation to Pope Pius XII 
on July 26, 1953. The letter is recorded in 
his book. Havi i the fallacies 
and abuses wie Boy ayo returned to 
the Protestant church and has written this 
expose of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Mr. O’Gorman exposes Rome’s suppres- 
sion of the press, radio, TV, and other 
avenues of news. It would have been help- 
ful if he would have given concrete illus- 
trations at this point. He emphasizes every- 
one’s suspicion of Rome’s political pu 
as well as her concern over the opposition 
within the U. S. Excellent reasons are given 
for the capitulation of Roman Catholic 
countries to the Communists. He also ex- 

the Roman Catholic help given to 

Communist front organizations in this 

country. One chapter tells the story of 

Mussolini and P Pius XI. A goodly por- 

tion of the book is devoted to revealing the 

reasons that great numbers leave the Roman 

Catholic Church and should stir Protestants 

to the winning of a possible 75 per cent of 

dissatisfied or nominal Catholics. 





One cannot read the book without realiz- 
ing something of the sincerity of the author. 
Much of the material is thought-provoking, 
some may be questioned. However, it is 
difficult to determine whether the attitude 
of the writer is due to his many years un- 
der the pressure of Rome, or to a lack of 
searching the Scriptures. We are not to 
crusade against Rome as she might against 
us. The spirit of Rome is not the Spirit 
of Christ. us never forget that the Lord 
Jesus exemplified and the Word clearly 
teaches that we are ever to live and preach 
the truth and in so doing find victory. 

Warren H. SCHUH 


The Doctrine of the Atonement. Thomas 
i; Crawford. Baker. 538 pp. $4.00. 

irst published in 1871, this is a worthy 
reprint on the central doctrine of the Chris- 
tian faith by one who faithfully held to the 
premise that the atonement was purely a 
matter of revelation, and who accordingly 
employed the inductive method, rather than 
the dogmatic, analyzing what Scripture 
teaches. After classifying the Scriptural 

resentations under twenty-four heads, 
the author synthesizes twelve major points, 
and the outcome is the historic and re- 
formed position of a full penal substitution- 
ary and vicarious sacrifice for sins and sin. 
The author, who was professor of divinity 
in the University of Edinburgh, held to the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, and 
draws from the Old Testament prophecies 
and particularly the Levitical sacrifices for 
confirmation of the New Testament teach- 
ing. The final third of the volume deals 
with various theories, and the answers to 
objections raised against the Scripture doc- 
trine. While the book is especially valuable 
for preachers, it is not ponderous, verbose, 
or philosophical; and is a sound study for 
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intelligent laymen. In the tradition of 
Hodge, Shedd, and Strong, this is perhaps 
one of the most well-rounded volumes on 
the subject taken from the per seg theo- 


logical literature produced before the turn 
of the century. While not abreast of the 
theological literature of the last half cen- 
tury, book is a splendid Biblical study 
still, and deals with the major questions 


satisfyingly. 
Dwicut Hervey SMALL 


and the Old Testament. Merrill 

F. Unger. Zondervan. 317 pp. $4.95. 

The author of this book is professor at 
Dallas Theological Seminary who has in the 
org few years given us several able books. 

e has given us his mind in critical matters 
in a previous volume, and in this one he 
has expressed himself on matters of arch- 
eology. Being a foot-stool archeologist (one 
who learned his archeology from arm- 
chair archeologists) the reviewer is not in 


position to give expert advice on such. 


technical matters. 

“Unger writes from the standpoint of a 
strong believer in the. divine inspiration of 
the Scriptures, and so espouses conservative 
opinions in all matters of criticism which 

in to archeology. Hence his exposition 
is always stout and unambiguous. In fact 
there is a strong apologetic element through- 
out the entire volume. 

Dr. Unger received his Ph.D. in Semitic 
studies under Dr. Albright and this train- 
ing is reflected in the extensive bibliographi- 
cal references. There is much evidence of 
a lifetime spent in the basic research ma- 
terials of the science of archeology. 

The pattern of the book is to take the 
historical sequences of the Old Testament 
and deal with all the direct and indirect 
material archeology may provide for the 
understanding of the given periods. 

We did not ey Unger’s acceptance 
of the geology of Price. It is slighly incon- 
gruous to cite the leading authorities of 
the world in matters of archeology and 
then to cite a Seventh-Day Adventist of no 
scientific standing in matters of geology. 
There was also an evasiveness in treating 
the pressing problems of Scripture and 
science in the early chapters of Genesis. 
For example the pre-history studies in Pales- 
tine are not mentioned. The reviewer would 
also have appreciated much more exposi- 
tion as to the scientific structure and the 
scientific methodology of archeology some- 
what after the manner of Burrows, What 
Mean These Stones? 

Certainly after reading Unger’s work one 
will have a deeper respect for the historicity 
of sacred Scripture. He marshals an amaz- 
ing amount of data to show the correlation 
of Scriptural statements and archeological 
discovery. The reader will also be aware 
of the reversal that has taken place in Old 
Testament scholarship away m radical 
and sceptical views, and toward a much 
deeper t for the historical worth of 
the Old Testament. 

This book can serve excellent homiletical 

urposes. A minister would do well to have 
it on his desk and not touch an Old Testa- 
ment passage till he has checked to see what 
archeology may say about it. 

The book is nicely printed and has sev- 
eral pictures and charts. It is a good con- 
tribution to the growing number of books 
in the present renaissance of evangelical 
scholarship. It was a recent selection of 
Evangelical Books. 

BERNARD RAMM 
The Church in the Roman Em William 

M. Ramsey. Baker. 510 pp. $4.20. 

The scholarship of Sir William Ramsay is 
companion work to “The Cities of Saint 
Paul” and “Saint Paul the Traveler and 
Roman Citizen.” The latter is the more use- 
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ful volume to the student of Paul, but the 


: present remains a classic for background of 


the conditions prevailing in the empire, and 
for a detailed study of the policies of the 
emperors to the time of 170 A.D. This is 
largely to say that the relation of church 
to state and the cause and extent of persecu- 
tion forms the greater part of the volume. 
It is of a technical nature, and will be de- 
sired for the most part by the careful stu- 
dent of the history of New Testament times. 

DwicuT Hervey SMALL 


The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit. 
René Pache. Moody Press. 223 Pp. 2.50. 
The study of the doctrine of the Holy 

Spirit is important to all believers, especially 
to those who in any way endeavor to teach 
the Word. Much of the current teaching on 
this subject manifests an abundance of 
confusion. Dr. Pache in his introduction 
says: “My earnest prayer is that throughout 
the following pages we may simply let th 

Bible speak. I do not wish . . . to impose .. . 

my own interpretation. . . . I strongly recom- 

mend the reader to enter the school of the 
only Teacher .. .” It is this conviction that 
pervades the book and makes it so valuable. 

Part I deals with the personality and deity 
of the Holy Spirit. Several pages are devoted 
to making clear the unity of the Trinity, 
being perhaps the most helpful in this sec- 
tion. 

Part II speaks of the work of the Spirit 
before Pentecost. Abundant Scripture is 
given in proof of His work at the creation 
and His peculiar ministry among men in 
Old Testament times, during the period 
covered by the Gospels, as well as His min- 
istry in the life of our Lord. 

Part III is perhaps the most important 
study, being that of the Spirit’s work since 
Pentecost. The author has gathered many 
Biblical portions which clearly show the 
proper relationship of the baptism, receiv- 
ing, dwelling, and fullness of the Holy 
Spirit. These chapters should help many 
out of confusion concerning the various 
phases of the work of the Spirit in the heart 
of the believer. The chapter on the “Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit” is excellent. The ma- 
terial on the gifts of “Tongues and Heal- 
ings” is sanely and Scripturally presented. 

Parts IV and V consider the work of the 
Spirit in the future and in eternity. One 
ors oH wish that the author had given some 
additional material on the Spirit’s work 
following the rapture of the Church. How: 
ever, the book is a most complete outline 
of the subject. All will profit in proportion 
to the time spent in study. The student will 
be led into further studies having a com- 
plete outline and compilation of Scriptures 
at his finger tips. 

WarreEN H. ScHUH 


That Old Serpent, the Devil. F. J. Huegel. 

Zondervan. 128 pp. $1.95. 

One of the things which the devil would 
like most is for the Lord’s people to fail 
to grasp his character and power, and to 
think of him only as an influence and not 
a person. There are relatively few books 
that give a clear exposition of the arch- 
enemy of all righteousness, the devil. 
Author Huegel has done just that in this 
book, however. In forceful and direct 
language, this Christian missionary in 
Mexico, teacher at the Union Seminary of 
Mexico City, has delineated the origin of 
this master of darkness, his work, miracles, 
warfare and ultimate overthrow by our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Out of a full experience, 
oftentimes tragic, Huegel has written this 


work which ought to be read by every 


Christian who desires to know the nature 

and strength of the enemy. 
The author has given some splendid in- 

sights into the manifestation of the devil 
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bur M. Smith. This is must reading for 
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in the lives of those who call themselves 
Christians. In the chapter on “War on the 
Saints” we find the suggestion that one of 
the aims of the devil is to “keep the Christ- 
ian on milk when he should be having 
solid food. . . . How sweet to go on 
about God’s love when the cross 


singing 
is calling to sacrifice . . . and how devil- 
ish. If there were not so many Christians 


2 rocked in the cradle of the infancy 
of the Faith . . . cooing to the sweet 
lullabies of spiritual babyhood, the world 
would not be reeling like a drunkard. . .. 
John 14 is your favorite chapter? Have 
you ever wondered if the devil would not 
have it so? . . .” This is plain talk; the 
book is filled with it, and it is sorely 
needed in our day. This volume ought to 
prove a thought-provoking and challeng- 
ing message to all of the Lord’s people. 
By all means read it. 

H. H. E. 


Of Law and Love: The Ten Command- 
ments and the Cross of Christ. Peter H. 
Eldersveld. Eerdmans, 85 pp. $1.50. 
These are sermons preached over the 

Back to God Hour on both radio and tele- 

vision. They are simple, direct, straightfor- 

ward, with little eloquence or embellish- 
ment, but with some choice illustrations. 

They are ri interpretations of the 

meaning of the Ten Commandments for 

our lives of today. The theology is evan- 
gelical and conservative. There is a true 
and proper emphasis on the majesty of 

God, the awfulness of sin, and redemption 

in Christ. Sinai should drive us to Calvary 

and Calvary sends us back to Sinai to 
learn moral standards for Christian living. 
That we “break the laws of nature” 

(p. 15) is of course not the truth of the 

matter. We cooperate with the wrong ones! 





We may disregard rules of health or. pres- 
ervation, but we do not break laws of 
nature. There is a strong emphasis on the 
Sabbath which we would expect from a 
strong Reformed theology with its view of 
the law. We think “Lord’s Day” is more 
fitting to the New Testament revelation. 
Eldersveld deduces from “Thou shalt not 
steal,” the right of private property, then 
directs much of that sermon against com- 
munism. It is a bit peculiar to deduce 
economics from moral law, but since he 
does it, it would also be appropriate for 
our American scene to note that James 
says it is bem Sid the employer to with- 
hold the rightful wage from the employee 
as. 5:1-6), which withholding is a form 

of stealing, to be sure. 
BERNARD RAMM 


Lectures on Hebrews. Joseph A. Seiss. Baker. 


408 ee. 

Dr. is best known premillen- 
ialists for his Lectures on the Apocalypses, 
and also as the author of Lectures 
on the G Is. e present volume is a 
reprint of thirty-six lectures which treat the 
book of Hebrews from the practical and 
spiritual standpoint rather than from the 
critical. It is ws a warm a com- 
mentary with insight. interpreta- 
tion of auch ms as chapter Page ten 
will be questioned by many readers as will 
other key passages, but on the whole the 
work is sound, and the spiritual insights far 
outweigh the points in question. Preacher 
and teacher e: ought to have a goodly 
number of faithful helps in the study of this 
epistle which is so largely related to the 
teaching of the Old Testament, and Seiss 
deserves a place. 

Dwicnt Hervey SMALL 
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Israel and the New Covenant. Roderick 
Campbell. Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publishing Company. 326 pp. $3.75. 


This is the work of a layman, yet one who 
has learned the tools of sci arship and 
employs them well. 

Campbell writes on such matters as the 
Church, Israel, prophecy, the covenants, and 
the kingdom. The exposition is good; the 
spirit always moderate; the arguments never 
unfair nor tub-thumping. He defends the 
Reformed and amillennial view of these 
matters here mentioned. 

His discussion of law and grace is strictly 
the Reformed view, and the Lutheran view 
which demands some attention is not men- 
tioned, i.e., the question of law-grace is not 
exhausted by the positions of the Reformed 
and the Dispensationalists. For reasons of 
his own Campbell does not use customary 
contemporary terminology in his exposition 
(pre-millennialism; a-millennialism; dispen- 
sationalism). Perhaps he does this to save 
a pre-judgment of his arguments, but on 
the other hand it increases the problem of 
deciphering his position. 

In eral, a ‘well-written, well-docu- 
mented, well-reasoned book which is deserv- 
ing of serious attention by all who are in- 
terested in the problems of Israel and the 
Church, the kingdom and its nature, and 


. prophecy and its realization. 


BERNARD RAMM 


You Shall Be My Witnesses. John H. Krom- 
minga. Eerdmans. 84 pp. $1.50. 

Here is a book on the general subject 
of witnessing for Christ, which seeks to 
demonstrate that witnessing is more than 
that which is generally thought of under 
that title. The author, Associate Professor 
of Historical Theology at Calvin Seminary, 
has taken some of the experiences from 
the life of St. Paul and given a brief devo- 
tional treatment of that life. Paul, the 
witness, became such through a lifetime 
of preparation, witnessing as he went 
along in his Christian development. 

We, as Christians in this century, may 
well follow the pattern set by the great 
apostle. Our witness is to come from a consci- 
ousness of the magnificent greatness of the 
power of God, not from the contemplation 
of the witness of another Christian: e four 
chapters of the book, Dr. Kromminga tells 
us, are to be “a challenge to bashful Christ- 
ians.” There is nothing unusual or outstand- 


. ing about the volume; but for those who 


sense the need of encouragement in their 
witness, or a fuller of what that wit- 
ness entails, this rather mediocre book will 
undoubtedly meet a need. 

H. H. E. 


Lutheran ia. Erwin L. Lueker. 

Concordia. 1160 pp. $7.50. 

The Lutheran Cyclopedia is a one-volume 
source of reliable information regarding the 
important a of the thinking and work- 
ing of the church since apostolic days. It 
includes Bible interpretation, systematic 
gen. church history, and something of 
life and worship in the church. 

Although this work has been prepared 
under the auspices of the General Literature 
Board of the Lutheran Church, Missouri 
Synod, and some of the material is distinc- 
tively Lutheran, and special emphasis is 
given to Lutheranism in America, it pro- 


vides an abundance of general religious 
knowl that will be helpful to all. Much 
of the theological content is in es- 


sence —— . it is not written in the 
niet chats ian home will welcome this 
handy volume of religious knowledge. The 
vast amount of up-to-date material is pre- 
sented concisely, and accurately. It deserves a 
place in public libraries and school libraries. 

Warren H. Scuun 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 16) 


clude a Jewish rabbi, some Protestant 
minister, and a highly-trained Roman 
priest who knows the Biblical answers, 
in some cases evidently paraphrasing 


the answers that have been published . 


in books by Scofield, Pettingill, and 
other fundamental teachers. Reports 
from informed observers say that the 
priest runs away with the discussion in 
many places. I, personally, appeared as 
guest on such a panel in Oklahoma 
City. The questions that were handed 
to me before the discussion included 
some that were dynamite. When I spoke 
to the priest about them he said, “Oh, 
we never allow them to get on the air.” 
But at times when the Protestant min- 
ister is absent, and he is frequently 
changed while the other personnel re- 
mains each week, the Roman propa- 
ganda is introduced with no proper an- 
swer given to it. In Amarillo, Texas, 
the Roman Church is now growing faster 
than the Southern Baptists and ob- 
servers say that this TV infiltration is 
responsible for much of the growth. 
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NOW ROME ADMITS IT 


The Pope recently made a statement 
that the Church’s authority is not 
limited to strictly religious matters. The 
newsworthy factor in this statement is 
that it is publicly admitted. 


This has been the practice of the 
Roman Church for a thousand years. 
Rome has constantly claimed its right to 
loose a Roman Catholic from any oath 
of allegiance to any other power. His- 
tory is filled with incidents where Rome 
has brought political crisis because of 
her belief in her right to interfere in 
secular and political matters. The out- 
standing example of history is the fam- 
ous incident at Canossa where the Ger- 
man Emperor was made to stand bare- 
footed in the snow for two days until 
the Pope was ready to receive his peni- 
tent admission that the Church had a 
right to control secular affairs. 


The whole matter of the Pope's 
speech has been taken under study by 
Dr. Claud Nelson, director of the De- 
partment of Religious Liberty of the 
National Council of Churches. Here is 
an area in which the National Council's 
leadership can be of great service to the 
Church at large. 


A papal statement, made before a spe- 
cial audience of cardinals, archbishops, 
bishops, and theologians, assembled in 
Rome, was very strong in its pretentions. 
The nub of the matter lay in a statement 
that the power for Rome’s interference 
in political and social affairs was to be 
vested on the level of the bishops. Dr. 
Nelson points out the implications of 
this for the United States and wonders 
just how far American bishops will give 
instructions to the members of the 
Roman Church as to their obligations 
as Romanists to vote for candidates ap- 
proved by the bishops. We have seen al- 
ready in the case of the change in the 
Constitution of the State of New Jersey 
how the Roman Catholic bishops exer- 
cised such an influence that a solid Rom- 
anist vote was brought out to defeat 
the measure. We believe that this whole 
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_ matter is one of the most important that 


is before the world at the present time. 
The dangers to our liberties are greater 
from this quarter even than they are 
from the Communists. ; 


GREECE PERSECUTES PLYMOUTH BRETHREN 

Two leaders of the fifteen-member 
Plymouth Brethren congregation on the 
island of Kythera were arraigned in a 
court at Praeus (Greece) on charges of 
proselytizing by holding public religious 
meetings and distributing “unauthor- 
ized” New Testaments and sect litera- 
ture. The charges were filed by attorneys 
for the (State) Orthodox Church of 
Greece. The case is regarded as signifi- 
cant in Greece because it marks the first 
time the State Church has directly in- 
stituted such action. This matter should 
also cause definite action to be taken in 
America by the National Council of 
Churches, and by the executive com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches 
because the Greek Orthodox Church is 
one of the member denominations of 
these Councils. 


LIBERTY IN ITALY 

For the second time in a year the 
police in Rome have chiseled the name 
from the door of the Protestant Church 
of Christ. In spite of the fact that a great 
deal of publicity (in America) was given 
to the supposed granting of religious 
liberty to Protestants in Italy, this liberty 
is very nebulous in many localities. 


INDIAN RESTRICTIONS 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones has announced 
that India will probably reduce the num- 
ber of American missionaries permitted 
to work in that country to about half 
the present total. Dr. Jones said that he 
did not believe that India was funda- 
mentally anti-missionary, but that the 
young nation was sensitive about their 
new freedom and wanted to reduce the 
number of missionaries to what it was 
ten years ago. 


POPES’ PICTURES ON STAMPS 

The Republic of Panama las an- 
nounced that it intends to issue a series 
of postage stamps during the next eight 
years with portraits of “all of the 259 
popes in the history of the Roman 
Church.” This is quite a feat, since the 
names of the popes did not exist until 
the list was made up, in the Dark Ages, 
hundreds of years after the times in 
which the men were supposed to have 
lived. Now they are going to have faces 
as well as names! These will, of course, 
be imaginary, as they are dreamed up 
by the artist, but they will be as authen- 
tic as the names! The first series of 
twelve stamps, bearing the portraits of 
twelve popes named Pius will appear in 
March. The government is going to give 
part of the money received from the 
sale of these stamps to the Roman 
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Church “in recognition of the leader- 
ship of Pope Pius XII in the struggle 
against Communism.” 

An American artist, Herndon Davis, 
is the painter of the entire series. He has 
announced that the originals have been 
accepted by a Jesuit school in Denver, 
Regis College, where a new building 
“the Hall of the Popes,” will be built 
to house them. The tragedy is that there 
will be tourists who will visit such a 
place, and will return home to argue that 
there were that many popes because they 
have been to Denver and seen their pic- 
tures! They will even have stamps to 
prove it! 

CATHOLICISM AND LABOR 

A correspondent sends us a copy of 
Steel Labor, “The Voice of the -United 
Steelworkers of America, C. I. O.,” in- 
dicating two photographs which show 
Roman priests in labor negotiations. Our 
correspondent is the authority for saying 
that this paper publishes a labor picture 
with a priest in it in each issue. 


Howard Butt, Southern Baptist lay 
evangelist and official of a grocery chain 
in Corpus Christi, Texas, has been 
named the outstanding young man of 
the year by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce in his home city and one of 
five outstanding young business men in 
the state of Texas. Butt has been sched- 
uled to accompany Billy Graham to 
Scotland as a member of his team. . . 
The Rev. Arthur F. Glasser, member of 
the faculty of Columbia Bible College, 
Columbia, S. C., will be installed June 
1 as assistant home director of the 
China Inland Mission. He will make his 
headquarters in Philadelphia. . . . Dr. 
J. H. Woodward has been named presi- 
dent of the Arizona Bible Institute in 
Phoenix. He succeeds Dr. V. C. Olt- 
rogge, who had resigned for health rea- 


sons. .. . Dr. John B. Houser of Leba- 
non, Ore., has been named general 
director of the Conservative Baptist As- 
sociation of America, succeeding Dr. 
Myron Cedarholm who has been serv- 
ing as national field representative of 
the group. . . . Dr. Warren Walker, in- 
ternationally known evangelist and for- 
mer pastor of the Second Baptist 
Church of Corpus Christi, Texas, has 
been made president of the newly 
formed Church Evangelism Association 
which will seek to spearhead an inten- 
sive program of evangelism in needy 
areas. He has been joined by James W. 
Carmichael who will serve as executive 
vice president of the organization. . . . 
Paul Zimmerman, founder of the Cedine 
Bible Mission which serves the Negroes 
in Southern states, has been named 
president of Zion College in Chatta- 
nooga, Zion College, founded by Dr. 
Lee Roberson, is a Christian educational 
institution serving Negroes. . . . Dr. 
Edward B. Cole, former pastor of North 
Park Baptist Church, San Diego, Calif., 
has been called to the pastorate of First 
Baptist Church, Pomona. During his 
fruitful ministry of more than four 
years in San Diego, Dr. Cole witnessed 
the conversion of nearly 2,000 sailors 
and saw 700 added to the church. He 
received his doctorate from Eastern Bap- 
tist Seminary. 


$62,000 FOR MISSIONS 


In a recent week of Bible and mis- 
sionary emphasis, Colonial Hills Baptist 
Church in East Point, Ga., pledged 
$62,877.10 for foreign missions in the 
coming year, according to the Rev. Paul 
R. Van Gorder, pastor. Just a little 
more than five years ago the same 
church designated $310.00 for foreign 
missions. More than sixty per cent of 
the church’s budget is allotted to mis- 
sions. 


WHEATON SUMMER SCHOOL 


A pioneer: in conducting summer 
school activities, Wheaton College offers 
an attractive summer-time study pro- 
gram. Enjoying high accreditation, 
Wheaton offers a wide range of courses 
appealing to school teachers, high school 
graduates, vocational students and grad- 
uate students. Also offered are standard 
courses in music and the arts, sciences 


and languages. 


Two full semesters of four-weeks each 
of regular summer school follows the 
Intersession period with courses held on 
three delightful Wheaton campuses. 
Sessions on the home campus will be 
conducted by a strong faculty of 75 
members. Recreational leadership and 
counselling courses will be offered on 
Wheaton’s northern campus at Camp 
Honey Rock, located in the northwoods 
at Wisconsin’s Three Lakes, while its 
western campus is located on a twenty: 
acre tract of land in the heart of the 
Black Hills, South Dakota. 


TORREY JOHNSON’S HEAVY SCHEDULE 


Dr. Torrey M. Johnson, founder of 
Youth for Christ International, has de- 
veloped a schedule of evangelistic cam- 
paigns that will cause him to cross the 
continent seven times in the coming 
months. Many of these efforts are city- 
wide campaigns. Now devoting his full 
time to evangelistic work, Dr. Johnson 
completed successful meetings in March 
in Newark, N. J., and Pittsburgh. His 
future campaigns and conferences in- 
clude March 27 through April 3, Gaili- 
lee Baptist Church, Chicago; April 10 
through 24, Buffalo, N. Y.; May 1 
through 15, Salem, Ore.; June 26 
through July 10, Flint, Mich.; July 11 
through 17, Youth for Christ Conven- 
tion, Winona Lake, Ind.; July 18 
through 24, Maranatha Bible Confer- 
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ence, Muskego, Mich.; July 31 through 
August 7, Portland, Ore.; August 14 
through 28, Quakertown, Pa.; August 29 
through September 5, Sandy Cove Bible 
Conference, Northeast, Md. 


YOUTH PROGRAM AT TREMONT TEMPLE 

Tremont Temple Baptist Church, 
Boston’s noted evangelical center, has 
launched an intensive youth program 
slanted toward college-age and teen-age 
people, according to Dr. Harold W. 
Fickett, Jr., pastor. Heading the new 
effort for which $20,000 has been ap- 
propriated, is the Rev. Melvin Carter, 
three-times-decorated war hero and grad- 
uate of Gordon College. Parents of 
young men and women attending 
schools in the Boston area have been 
asked to forward their names and ad- 
dresses to Tremont Temple. 


GERMANY AND THE VATICAN 

The government of West Germany has 
issued the Annual Report concerning 
its affairs during the year 1954. In a 
special chapter on interstate relations, 
the government declared its satisfaction 
with its relation with the Vatican, re- 
affirmed the validity of the Concordat 
concluded between Germany and the 
Vatican in 1933, “which plays an out- 
standing role in respect to the Federal 
Republic’s relationship to the Vatican.” 
The report stated that this Concordat 
was a major preoccupation of the For- 
eign Office in the past year. This refers 
to the efforts made by the Central Gov- 
ernment of West Germany to defeat any 
effort by local governments to have 
separation of church and state. The 
German government pays the entire ex- 
penses of the Roman Catholic school 
system in West Germany, even in dis- 
tricts that are almost entirely Protestant. 


COMMUNISTS EASE ANTI-CHURCH CAMPAIGN 

The Vatican radio has reported that 
the anti-church campaign of the Com- 
munists is “lessening, or at least chang- 
ing.” This trend is indicated from many 
different countries behind the iron cur- 
tain, the report stated. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC LAWYERS FORM GUILD 

It has been announced that Roman 
Catholic lawyers are uniting in a Guild 
to help one another. The founding meet- 
ing was held in Easton, Pennsylvania, 
and a committee has been named to 
draft a constitution and by-laws. 


MILLION DOLLAR PROGRAM 

Jehovah’s Witnesses have announced 
a million dollar expansion program for 
the coming year. The Society says its 
publications, printed in forty languages, 
have a circulation of three million. 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEDDLING 

Within various Councils of Churches 
there are subcommittees for social ac- 
tion. These committees frequently get 
the councils into trouble because their 
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THE SCOTT MISSION INC. 


A Venture In Christian Faith 
We Have A Story To Tell 


By Rev. M. Zeidman 


George Muller said, “Where Faith 
begins anxiety ends, and where anx- 
iety begins, Faith ends.” The begin- 


ning was, and the continuence of the’ 


Scott Mission will always be faith in 
prayer; and our aim has always been, 
and by the Grace of God will con- 
tinue to be “Seek ye first the King- 
dom of God and His righteousness”, 
believing with all our heart that in 
due time all “these other things shall 
be added “unto us. 

Even in writing an “Ad.”, the main 
purpose is not “raise funds”, but 
first and always to glorify God, edify 
His Church, and as a testimony to 
sinners. Yes, even an “Ad.” can be a 
testimony to a sinner. We know, too, 
that many Jewish people read these 
articles, for we receive requests from 
them for Christian literature. 

Faith in a kind Heavenly Father 
and in Jesus the Messiah as our Sav- 
iour and Redeemer has been and is a 
very thrilling experience. One day, 
not so long ago, I drove from St. 
Catherines, Ontario, to Toronto. I 
was alone in the car, and all of a sud- 
den, tears filled my eyes, and I found 
myself singing. 

“O happy day, that fixed my choice 
On Thee, my Saviour and my God.” 
“He hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even praise unto our God.” 
(Psalm 40:3). 

How does faith work in practical 
life? By casting all our cares upon 
Him who careth for you. (1 Peter 
5:7). For instance: a few weeks ago 
we received an urgent request from 
a Hebrew Christian missionary in 
Israel, pleading for his two children 
whom he wishes to send to Canada 
for Christian education. The two 
young people, a boy of eleven, and a 
girl in her late ‘teens, and their father 
and mother had been praying for 
two years that the Lord might open 
the way for them to come to Canada 
in order to prepare themselves for 
missionary work in Israel. When they 


sought the aid of the Scott Mission, 
we too, made it a matter of prayer. 
We wanted God’s will in the matter, 
and His will only. If this venture had 
His approval, we knew that He would 
remove every difficulty. So it was, and 
He opened official doors where they 
were tightly shut, and a few days ago 
we received word that immigration 
authorities had given permission for 
the boy and young lady to come to 
Canada. In the case:of the boy, there 
was in Israel the choice for him to 
attend either a Jewish anti-Christian 
school, or a Roman Catholic School, 
where he would be influenced by 
Catholicism. In Canada, he will at- 
tend an evangelical private High 
School. The young woman, his sister, 
wanted to attend a Bible School in 
preparation for the missionary call 
she received from God; and we be- 
lieve that the Toronto Bible College 
will provide the necessary spiritual 
atmosphere and training in the Word 
of God. 

Now, these two young people will 
be allowed to take along with them 
only 5 dollars a piece, a total of 10 
dollars only . .. that is what the 
Government of Israel permits its na- 
tionals to take out when leaving the 
country. The Scott Mission has as- 
sumed full responsibility for trans- 
portation to Canada, school fees, liv- 
ing expenses, etc., etc. Where is the 
money going to come from? Believing 
it to be God's will for these Hebrew 
Christian young people to receive a 
Christian education, we are certain 
that the Lord will provide. That’s the 
faith that the Scott Mission at 502 
Spadina Avenue, Toronto, has been 
built on; and by the Grace of God 
will continue its work, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. For fur- 
ther information about the missionary 
work of this great evangelistic insti- 
tution, write to the Director and 
Founder, Rev. M. Zeidman, 502 
Spadina Avenue, Toronto 4, Canada. 
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actions are really outside the sphere of 
Christian groups, and they meddle in 
affairs where the churches have no right 
to meddle. 

A perfect illustration of this has come 
out recently in New Hampshire where 
members of the Legislature have at- 
tacked the New Hampshire Council of 
Churches for “meddling in affairs of 
State.” Controversy arose over a letter 
distributed by the committee to all 
legislators urging the enactment of a 
broad-base sales tax. Legislators were 
quick to state that churches should not 
meddle in State business unless a moral 
issue was involved. The Acting Head of 
the Council of Churches said that the 
circular letter did not necessarily repre- 
sent the opinions of the Council. He 
said it was the work of a small group 
within the Council’s Social Action Com- 
mittee. While church councils may have 
a right to express opinions on matters 
involving moral and spiritual questions, 
including such matters as the liquor 
traffic, narcotics, questions of the separa- 
tion of church and state, gambling, etc., 
there certainly should be no interference 
by any church group on a matter not 
involving moral and religious problems. 


QUOTA SYSTEM FLOUTED 

We have reported in previous issues 
on private bills put through the Con- 
gress of the United States which per- 
mitted nuns to come in on visitors’ 
quotas and then after arrival in the 
United States and prolonged extensions 
of the validity of their visas, to be re- 
ceived to American citizenship directly, 
passing over the thousands of Italians 
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who are waiting in Italy for entrance to 
this country under the quota system. 
Similar bills are now before the House. 
Six Italian Roman Catholic nuns would 
be admitted under bills that have been 
introduced by Representatives from New 
York State, John Ray and Leo O'Brien. 


-Two came to this country in 1951, and 


four in 1950 on visitors’ visas. The whole 
system is a flouting of the procedures of 
justice and is a flagrant illustration of 
the despising of civil law by the Roman 
Church. 


CIM NOW IN EIGHT LANDS 


After working exclusively in China 
for over eighty years, the China Inland 
Mission in 1951 began working in eight 
other lands of Pacific Asia. Now 100 
Centers are manned by the workers of 
the China Inland Mission, using twenty 
languages and dialects in Singapore, 
Malaya, Japan, Formosa, Hong Kong, 
the Philippines, Thailand, and Indo- 
nesia. The General Director of the ‘Mis- 
sion, J. Oswald Sanders, reports, “In 
this short space of time, out of stark 
heathenism, communities of Christians 
have been won, and in some cases have 
already erected churches entirely with 
their own gifts and labor. National fel- 
low workers, too, are beginning to 


emerge.” 


NORTH ROCKY MOUNT 
BAPTIST CHURCH AGAIN 

On the North Rocky Mount Baptist 
Church case, which the Supreme Court 
of the State of North Carolina awarded 
to the very small minority which re- 
mained faithful to the State Baptist 
Convention and the Southern Baptist 
Convention, we have spoken in several 
issues and pointed out the importance 
of the decision. The majority group is 
now taking the case to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Men who 
are high in the councils of the Southern 
Baptist Church have informed the Edi- 
tor of Ererniry that they are not in 
accord with the decision of the Supreme 
Court of North Carolina. They believe 
the decision is contrary to Baptist prin- 
ciples. 

It should probably be pointed out also 
that the matter is further complicated 
by the fact that the majority group 
which voted to leave the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention on the grounds of 
“modernism” are a fanatically extreme 
fundamentalist group, headed by the 
man who achieved national publicity by 
burning a page out of the Revised Stand- 
ard Version at the time that edition of 
the Bible first appeared. There seems to 
be considerable doctrinal cleavage with- 
in the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Baptists from Texas and the neighboring 
area in the South are very suspicious of 
the Baptists from Virginia and North 
Carolina. The latter are generally con- 


sidered to. be much more liberal, and 
graduates of their colleges are often 
looked upon with suspicion by the Bap- 
tists of other parts of the country. The 
entire case is complicated by the North 
Carolina Court case. 


SINNER AND THE CHURCH 

At a meeting in Richmond, Virginia, 
sponsored by the State Health Depart- 
ment to discuss the problem of alcohol- 
ism, it was stated that religion could 
contribute more to the recovery of 
alcoholics if pastors and church mem- 
bers were less “bossy.”” One speaker said 
that some members and pastors are 
“bossy” because they have rigid atti- 
tudes concerning alcoholism. Another 
said, “the church must become a family 
of forgiving and forgiven sinners.” This 
same principle applies to the reception 
of all people into the church. If Chris- 
tians really could remember “the hole 
of the pit from which they have been 
digged” (Isa. 51:1), they would be more 
ready to receive those who had fallen. - 


“PROTESTANT BIBLE” IN MARYLAND 

A Roman Catholic lawyer, John A. 
O'Donnell, has secured an injunction in 
the State of Maryland against distribu- 
tion of Gideon Bibles to children in the 
public schools. His position states that 
the King James Version is “religious 
scripture, sectarian in nature, and sus- 
ceptible of many interpretations . re 
The lawyer said that the Superintendent 
of Schools told him that this was the 
only manner in which many of the chil- 
dren ever would receive copies of the 
books, but the lawyer would rather that 
they have no Bible than that they have 
what he called a “Protestant Bible.” 


SEGREGATION ISSUE AVOIDED 

The 1955 general convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church was to have 
been held in Houston; Texas. The Bis- 
hop of New ‘York, presiding bishop of 
the church, transferred the convention 
site to Honolulu because non-segregated 
accommodations for all delegates and 
visitors could not be secured in Houston. 
The Episcopal Bishop of Louisiana has 
stated that the church thus played 
Jonah, ‘taking ship to a far country to 
avoid the Lord’s command. The Bishop 
of Louisiana said that the fight should 
have been carried through to Texas and 
won there. 


MORAL REARMAMENT—NOT CHRISTIAN 

The movement known as Moral Re- 
armament, the successor of the so-called 
Oxford Group Movement or Buchman- 
ism, has been attacked by a Church of 
England group as “psychologically dan- 
gerous, gravely defective in its social 
thinking, and possibly a Christian 
heresy.” We have said the same thing 
for twenty years. Most certainly the 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 42) 


movement cannot be considered as 
Christian in the Bible sense of the term. 
It might be described as a movement to 
get people to stop going to Hell on the 
muddy side of the road and continue 
in the same direction on the paved side 
of the road. 





MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 19) 


strong in the preservation of His people 
(7:2). Unbelieving Israel thought itself 
able to make an alliance with Syria, and 
calculated that Judah would fall apart 
with fear, but God could never allow 
their plans to stand. It was not merely 
that this alliance would harass Judah, 
but it would overthrow the line of the 
Messiah. They would not have thought 
of this, but God could not allow their 
plans to mature: His oath, His covenant, 
His promise were at stake. It may be said 
of any plan against us: Jt shall not 
stand, neither shall it come to pass. 
Lord, how safe we are in Thee. 


IT SHALL NOT COME TO PASS (7:7) 


Only the Word of God is a safe staff 
on which we may lean. The word of 
man will break like a stick and pierce 
those who trust in it, but the Word of 
the Lord is sure. It would be impossible 
for us to stand if we did not have the 
Word of God upon which we might 
lean. Though the impending calamity 
was overpowering in its possibilities, 
faith could despise it because the Word 
of God had spoken. We can always be 
calm if we are trusting in the Word. 
The use of the two phrases renders this 
promise even more emphatic. The plans 
of the enemies were fully formulated. 
God said that the design would not 
stand, and then changing the word, 
said, “It shall not come to pass.” That 
is, it shall not be; it will have no exist- 
ence. It should be realized that these 
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two brief phrases were all that stood be- 
tween the united armies of the north 
and the threatened people. 


Lord, we thank Thee that Thy Word 
io eudlovisiee:" Atdechen: 


WITHIN SIXTY-FIVE YEARS SHALL EPHRAIM 
BE BROKEN (7:8) 

The prophecy had been announced 
first by Amos (7:17); and the people, in 
the interval, had become proud, think- 
ing that the prophecy would not be 
fulfilled. But when we realize that there 
were twenty-seven years between the 
prophecy and the death of Uzziah, six- 
teen years apiece for Jotham and Ahaz 
(2 Ki. 15:33; 16:2), we need add but six 
years of the reign of Hezekiah to come 
to the exact fulfillment of the sixty-five 
years before the captivity. Calvin says, 
“The prophet ridicules their madness, 
in imagining that the Word of God 
grew old in so small a number of years.” 


What fools men are to mock at the | 


Word of God, for He shall bring to 
pass all that He has spoken, and it will 
be impossible for the puny designs of 
men to fend off the judgments of God 
for even a fraction of a second. The 
judgments of the Lord are sure. 


Lord, we thank Thee that 
Thy Word is sure. 


IF YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE . . . (7:9) 

In the Hebrew there is a play on 
sounds: im lo taéminu; ki lo tedmenu. 
Attempts have been made to render the 
feel of the sentence: “If you will not 
trust . . . you will not be trusted.” Or, 
“Have no belief . . . find no relief.” 
“Will not understand . . . shall not 
surely stand.” Or, “No confiding . . . 
no abiding.” “If you do not hold fast 
to God you will lose your fast hold of 
the land.” How true it is that if men 
do not believe, it is because they are 
not believers. That may sound trite, but 
it is deep truth. This is speaking, of 
course, to those who were under a 
covenant. In other words, this was not 
addressed to the Egyptians and the 
Assyrians, but to the Lord’s own people. 
It is roughly the equivalent to the New 
Testament lines, “Ye have not because 
ye ask not, or because ye ask amiss that 
ye may consume it upon your own lusts” 
(Jas. 4:2, 3). This is a call to a deeper 
faith on the part of those who were 
known of God. 

Lord, increase our faith. 
ASK THEE A SIGN OF JEHOVAH THY GOD 
(7:11) 

How patient the Lord is with rebell- 
ious people with whom He is dealing. 
The Lord had spoken to Ahaz through 
Isaiah in words that should have been 
tremendous comfort and the king re- 
fused to believe. His own evil life had 
separated him from the promises of God, 
as sin always does separate. The news 
of a strong alliance against him had 
filled him with consternation, and 
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though the Lord had given a detailed 
answer of comfort, and had spelled out 
in simple language (v. 8) that Syria 
could never be anything more than its 
chief city, and its chief city nothing 
more than its ruler, and that its ruler 
was judged by God, nevertheless Ahaz 
felt more comfortable agitated in his 
fears than resting in the promises of 
God. Look into your own life. If the 
Word of God is not your stay; if you 
are not quiet in the midst of life; if 
you would rather wallow in your wor- 
ries than triumph in the joy of the 
Lord, you may be sure there is sin some- 
where. 
Lord, cleanse us that we may be 
in faith. 
1 WILL NOT ASK, NEITHER WILL | TEMPT THE 
LORD (7:12) 

The pious hypocrite! God had com- 
manded him to ask a sign—any sign—but 
Ahaz, in his heart, was trusting in his 
alliance with Assyria, and would not 
yield to the Lord. One might almost 
think that a sincere man was speaking: 
“Who me? Ask a sign? Why, I would 
never be so doubting as to do a thing 
like that!” Though God had just com- 
manded him to do so. There are men 
today who say it is too presumptuous to 
take God at His Word and to confess 
Christ as only hope and Saviour. They 
would never dare presume that God 
would forgive them by grace alone 
through the pouring out of the life of 
the Saviour. The founders of the Roman 
Catholic creed (the Council of Trent) 
wrote that confidence in the blood of 
Christ is the vain confidence of here- 
tics. Their confidence is in their system 
and their works. 

Lord, deliver us from pious unbelief. 


© HOUSE OF DAVID (7:13) 

Isaiah saw through the pious subter- 
fuge of Ahaz and turned from him to 
address the whole of the court and the 
people. With irony he calls them by the 
name of faithful David. The seeming 
reverence and humility of Ahaz was a 
fraud and Isaiah now calls on the 
people to listen, not only to him, the 
prophet, but to the Lord Jehovah, who 
will answer. It is a fearsome thing to 
realize that the great prophecy of the 
Messiah which is about to be given, 
comes as a sign of judgment against un- 
belief. Men will not believe God’s Word 
and so He gives them the sign of Christ. 
And while to some Christ is the means 
of salvation, to others He is the seal of 
condemnation. The judgments that are 
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to come on the world will come when 
the angel takes the fire from the altar 
and pours it upon the earth (Rev. 8:5). 
That was the fire that had burned the 
body of the lamb. Judgment comes be- 
cause of sin; judgment may be removed 
through grace; but judgment is set when 
grace is rejected. 

Lord, may we live by grace. 


IS IT A SMALL THING FOR YOU TO WEARY 
MEN? (7:13) 

People in general do not realize, per- 
haps cannot realize, how much a prophet 
of old or a true minister of Christ today 
can suffer because of the unbelief of 
those to whom he is called to minister. 
It was not by chance that the message of 
the prophet came to be called “a bur- 
den.” And we cannot trace the steps by 
which the obstetrical term of the delivery 
of a mother of her child came to be ap- 
plied to the delivery of a sermon. Isaiah 
had answered the call -of the Lord with 
surrender, “Here am I; send me”; and 
the sending had been a terrible thing— 
he had a message of victory to bring to 
a people who would refuse it, and who 
would thereby continue in great con- 
demnation, even destruction. The ones 
to whom he prophesied would have liked 
to have thought they were dealing with 
nothing more than the prophet, but 
Isaiah knew they were dealing with 
God, for he knew his message was not 
his own. 


Lord, may we see past 
Thy servants to Thee. 


WILL YOU WEARY MY GOD ALSO? (7:13) 
Isaiah had begun by saying, “Ask a 
sign from thy God.” When this was 
piously but contemptuously refused, 
Isaiah identifies himself with God and 
asks, “Will you weary my God also?” 
Thus he testifies at once to the separa- 
tion that exists between those who obey 
the Lord and those who refuse to obey. 
Ahaz shrank from God, even when God 
was offering deliverance. That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and the flesh 
wants nothing but its own will, and 
must turn away from grace which de- 
mands the full surrender to the will of 
God and the ultimate crucifixion of the 
flesh. There are many sad lines in the 
Bible, and the thought of a weary God 
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is surely one of them. We remember the 


‘Lord Jesus “wearied as he was with his 


journey” sitting by the well of Sychar 
(John 4:6). This was true in His human- 
ity, and man’s sin will one day bring 
the end of God’s patience, but the re- 
deemed can know Him as “the everlast- 
ing God” who “does not faint or grow 
weary” (Isa. 40:28). 

Lord, may we never try Thy patience. 
A SIGN .. . BEHOLD (7:14) 

So much controversy has raged around 
this verse that it is difficult for some 
people to be objective about the lang- 
uage and to seek an honest translation. 


Without question we believe that Christ ° 


was born without a human father, and 
the New Testament applies this very 
verse to the birth of Christ,-and uses the 
Septuagint rendering, parthenos, virgin, 
to give its deepest meaning. Calvin be- 
gins his commentary on this verse with 
the statement, “This passage is obscure.” 
We agree with all he says about apply- 
ing this to Christ but must disagree when 
he holds that there was no primary ful- 
fillment in the days of Ahaz. The Word 
of God is filled with prophecies which 
have double fulfillment, contemporary 
and Messianic, while some have triple 
fulfillment, contemporary, partially at 
the first coming of Christ, and com- 
pletely at His second coming. This one 
is double. 

Lord, we thank, Thee for eternal truth. 
THEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF WILL GIVE 
YOU A SIGN (7:14) 

This sign was given because of the 
king’s scepticism and because of the 
unbelief that was in his heart through 
his having trusted in himself \and the 
alliance he was making with Assyria. 
The fact that Ahaz refused to ask a sign 
could not prevent the Lord from giving 
the sign which He would choose to give 
in spite of Judah’s king. And what a 
sign! It should be realized that this sign 
—the immediate and the then future 
fulfillment—was a judgment against un- 
belief. While it is true, as Christ said 
of Himself, that He came not into the 
world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be savéd 
(John 3:17), it is also true that His com- 
ing and rejection form the clearest in- 
dictment against unbelief and the strong- 
est illustration of the blindness of the 
natural heart. 

Lord, we are more and more amazed 
at Thy grace. 
BEHOLD AN ALMAH SHALL CONCEIVE (7:14) 

In order to understand prophecies that 
have more than one fulfillment consider 
Isaiah 40. There was a local armistice 
(A), which brought local peace (B), 
which was a sign of a distant peace 
which John the Baptist would announce 
(C), and which would come to final 
fulfillment when every valley should be 
exalted at the second coming (D). In 
this present prophecy Ahaz was in un- 
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belief (A) and God announced a sign 
for Ahaz (B) which would also be ful- 
filled in the Virgin Birth of Christ (C) 


and ultimately fulfilled when Immanuel . 


reigns on earth (D). (C) and (D) do not 
have to be even hazily understood by 
the people who are affected in (A) and 
(B). This is what Calvin failed to see 
when he denounced any possible local 
fulfillment on the ground that a sign 
to Ahaz could not be Immanuel. That 
the first fulfillment was in Isaiah’s own 
child is divinely revealed, “I and the 
children whom the Lord has given me 

are signs” (8:18). 
Lord, we thank Thee for Thy control 
over Thy plan. 


AN ALMAH (7:14) 

Those who are honest with the He- 
brew know that this word does not 
mean, primarily, a virgin in the techni- 
cal sense of the word. The word for 
virgin is bethulah. It would: be far- 
fetched to believe that Isaiah under- 
stood that he was writing about the 
Messiah, hundreds of years in the fu- 
ture. He knew that the prophetess con- 
ceived and bore a child, and the story 
of that child and his terrible name is 
given in the next chapter (8:3). This 
was all the sign that Ahaz would have. 
The sign of the Messiah would not be 
for him. In the light of this we see how 
ignorantly men have fought against 
those who insisted that the word almah 
be translated by the technical word, 
virgin. This passage could be correctly 
translated young woman, damsel, or 
maiden. The Holy Spirit will develop 
the meaning of the word when He 
comes to describe the application of this 
promise in its ultimate fulfillment. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the 
development of truth. 


A VIRGIN (7:14) 

The inner meaning of the prophecy 
lay hidden for several hundred years. 
Beyond question those who read it 
thought that it was fulfilled in Maher- 
shalal-hash-baz (8:1). Adam surely did 
not comprehend the details of Christ as 
the seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15). 
Abraham had but a distant vision of 
the meaning of the calling of the seed 
in Isaac. Noah cannot have realized that 
the ark was the symbol of Christ. Enoch 
could not have known that his rapture 
was the picture of the taking out of the 
Church. David did not know who his 
great son was to be. Solomon did not 
know that his glory was a picture of 
the glory of Messiah’s kingdom. Isaiah 
did not understand that the lamb of 
whom he spoke in the fifty-third chap- 
ter was to be a personalized Messiah. 
These things were written for us (1 
Cor. 10:11). We have the joy of know- 
ing that the virgin was Mary and that 
Christ Jesus was the divinely-born child. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the greatness 
of the revelation to us. 





IMMANUEL (7:14) 

Here the prophecy leaps the centuries 
and comes to Bethlehem and the birth 
of our Lord. Immanuel is Hebrew for 
“God with us.” This refers to none 
other than the baby Jesus, and to the 
Lord Jesus in all of His life among 
men. For He alone is the Word made 
flesh to dwell among us (John 1:14). 
Christ is always “God with us.” At no 
time did God ever call any other child 
by this name, but when He was born 
He was so designated. It is flatly stated 
by the Holy Spirit that the birth of 
Christ and His being called Jesus, Sav- 


‘jour, was a direct fulfillment of this 


prophecy in Jsaiah. Christ was not a 
sinner, He was the Saviour. God flatly 
states that there can be no. other; “I, 
even I, am Jehovah, and beside me 
there is no saviour” (Isa. 43:11). 


Lord, we are thankful that You 
came to be with us. 


CURDS AND HONEY (7:15) 

A better translation would be, “Curds 
and honey shall he eat up to the time 
of his knowing good and evil.” The 
first fulfillment of this prophecy is that 
the curse pronounced before Ahaz 
would come to pass before this sign- 
child would grow up. While the child 
was still young the judgment would 
come and God would fulfill His Word. 
When applied to the Lord Jesus, there 
is a picture of His. grace—that God 
should come into this world as a Jew- 
ish child and be subject to their cus- 
toms. Curds and honey were to be his 
food—the food of the simple peasant. It 
is interesting to note that He carried 
this taste into His resurrection for He 
ate honey according to some of the most 
ancient manuscripts (Lk. 24:42 KJV). 
How wonderful, though, in any concept 
of this point that God came eating and 
drinking! (Mt. 12:19). It is only by our 
feeding on the milk of the Word that 
we can grow (I Pet. 2:2). 

Lord, may we feed on Thee. 


BEFORE THE CHILD SHALL KNOW (7:16) 

The word is suckling-child. While the 
sign-child of Isaiah was yet in infancy 
the deliverance promised. by the. Lord 
would come. The RSV translates: “For 
before the child knows . . . the land 
before’ whose two kings you are in 
dread will be deserted.” Israel and 
Syria had formed a league against Ju- 
dah; this had thrown fear into the hearts 
of Ahaz and his court. They refused to 
believe God’s Word of promise con- 
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cerning His people; the double sign 


babies should come to any age of ac- 
countability, the land of the northern 
kingdom. and the land of Syria would 
be overrun, and the forces which Ahaz 
feared would have deserted and for- 
saken their own land and the menace 
would be gone from him. This was ful- 
filled to the letter within a few years 
(2 Ki. 15:29; 16:9). 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thou dost 
control even Satan’s forces. 
THE LORD SHALL BRING UPON YOU (7:17) 
Though there should not be the de- 
struction that Ahaz feared from Syria 
and Israel, there would be another 
judgment that would be worse. It, too, 
would be as if a man did flee from a 
lion, and a bear met him; or went into 
the house, and leaned his hand on the 
wall, and a serpent bit him (Amos 5: 
19). Even if God has promised to pro- 
tect a man from great tragedy, if the 
man fails to believe God, his unbelief 
will bring a tragedy of another kind 
upon the man. The end effect may 
seem to be the same, but it makes a 
mighty difference whether a tragedy is 
of man’s making or of God’s making. 
The unbelief was centered in Ahaz but 
the judgment would come on him per- 
sonally,.and upon his people, and upon 
his father’s house. Sin has effects that 
fan out in every direction. We should 
fear, exceedingly, lest we walk in dark- 


ness at any point. 
Lord, keep us walking in Thy light. 





ARCHAEOLOGY 
(Continued from page 17) 


The emperor was an old person, whom 
the ancient historians persisted in calling 
mad. He was probably a spastic, whose 
faulty coordination conveyed an impres- 
sion of subnormality, and resulted, in 
his early years, in ridicule and misunder- 
standing which damaged his personality. 
The more Claudius’ actual achievements 
as emperor are studied, however, the 
clearer becomes the impression that he 
was a man of learning and no mean 
ability. It is also clear that, anxious to 
carry on the religious reforms of Augus- 
tus, he was deeply informed about, and 
genuinely interested in the religious 
situation in the Mediterranean world. 


Claudius’ Investigation 


Now imagine the circumstances. 
Trouble in the Jewish quarter and a 
wave of arrests appeal to a dual interest 
in the Emperor, his curiosity over reli- 
gion, and his predilection for the bench. 
He hears the case, and it proves a strange 
story. The trouble, he gathers, is about 
one named Christ, who, his followers 
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of their opponents is obviously the 
Pharisaic version of the empty tomb re- 
ported by Matthew: “His disciples came 
and stole away the body.” 

There is a touch of Claudius’ careful- 
ness and whimsicality in the result. He 
could not decide what to do in an issue 
so unusual, so issued a general decree of 
banishment. Then, if possible, to quench 
this trouble-making at its remote point 
of origin, he orders the framing and erec- 
tion of a stern decree against tomb rob- 
bery in the Palestinian town whose name 
has cropped up in court. 

The Nazareth decree therefore estab- 
lishes some important facts. The first is 
that imperial action against Christianity 
began with Claudius, and not, as is gen- 
erally supposed, with the great persecu- 
tion under Nero in 64 A.D. The second 
fact is that the preaching of the resur- 
rection must have begun in Rome within 
less.than twenty years of the death of 
Christ, and many years before the ar- 
rival of Paul. The third fact is that at 
Rome, as at Jerusalem, the stark fact of 
the empty tomb must have been accept- 
ed even by the bitter foes of Christ. In 
Italy, as in Judaea, the Jews were driven 
to the weak subterfuge involved in their 
accusation of tomb-robbing. It is curious 
that the twentieth century should pro- 
duce, from the home town of the Lord, 
solid evidence in the words of a Roman 
emperor for the central fact of the 
Easter story. END 


THE RESURRECTION 
(Continued from page 11) 





lieved in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. But the fact is they were not 
taking any chances. They remembered 
His words in the Temple. Doubtless 
they were sufficiently impressed to be 
on guard lest He rise from the dead. 
And one can well imagine what their 
joy might have been had Christ not 
risen. 

All of us are familiar with the story 
of the first resurrection day. The four 
evangelists have given us their account 
of the great event. Luke, the physician 
of the group, who was ever the scien- 
tist, gives us minute details which 
force us to admit that in his mind at 
least, the Lord Jesus arose from the 
grave—not as a spirit, not as a vision, 
but in a real body, which could be 
handled, and which could partake of 
food, and which possessed flesh and 
bones. John goes out of his way to 
record how Thomas doubted the fact 
that Jesus had risen physically. until he 
was invited by the Saviour Himself to 
“reach hither (his) finger’ into His 
side. 

Thus to hold that the resurrection is 
a myth, one of two positions must be 
taken: either we have a “trumped up” 
story, in fact, four false accounts of our 
Lord’s death and resurrection (and if 
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so, what can we rely upon from the 


pens of the writers of the Gospels?—for 


all we know of Christ comes from their 
accounts), or they have given us true 
accounts of what Christ said and did 
and believed, but He was mistaken. To 
deny the resurrection truly places us in 
a dilemma. What can we believe if the 
written Word and the Living Word are 
under a cloud? 

Two basic questions must be answered 
by every Christian. Do we have the 
Word of God or do we not? Could Je- 
sus Christ rise from the dead or could 
He not? These questions are not mat- 
ters of interpretation. They are matters 
of fact. They must either be accepted 
or denied. For those who would deny 
them and who would still make the 
Lord Jesus Christ morally respectable, 
there is a miracle to perform, greater 
than the resurrection, namely, to make 
the Lord Jesus mean what He did not 
say. There can be no doubt of the fact 
that in the mind of the Lord Jesus 
Christ He believed that He would rise 
again, bodily, physically, historically, 
from the dead. He fellowshiped with 
His disciples. He was seen by many. He 
ate with His friends. He permitted 
Himself to be examined—by the hands 
of others. And on the day of ascension, 
as the disciples watched, and the two 
men stood with the disciples, He physi- 
cally entered into Heaven. 

Thus, so far as our Lord is concerned, 
He has no problem with His return. 
The apostles expect it. Paul preaches it. 
And we look forward to it. “He shall so 
come. in like manner” is our hope. The 
words are most interesting. In fact, the 
word “manner” suggests something out 
of the ordinary, that which is unusual. 
Luke, the writer of the Acts, knowing 
his Greek beyond question, selects a 
word which is appropriate to the occa- 
sion. Events like this do not happen 
every day. Naturally to the keen observ- 
er this event would evoke serious in- 
quiry. Luke recognizes this as his choice 
of words indicates. A strange manner to 
be sure. But if He went up, and He did, 
there should be no problem in His com- 
ing down, Luke seems to suggest. 

The resurrection of our Lord is the 
greatest miracle in Holy Writ. Every- 
thing hangs or falls on our risen Lord. 
Once we have this problem settled, we 
have no problem with the fact of His 
return. Let His farewell words be our 
joy, “And if I go away, I will return 
again and receive you unto Myself.” 

ENpD 
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LETTERS 
(Continued from page 2) 


But best of all, there was a blessed re- 
vival among the Mar Thoma clergy, met 
to discuss the tension between high church 
and low church parties. In the hope of 
softening attitudes, the Metropolitan asked 
me to bring three devotional messages. The 
first was on the question of evangelical 
authority and tradition, stressing the su- 
premacy of Christ, the place of the written 
Word and the guidance of the Spirit. The 
second contrasted the family methods of 
the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kind- 
ness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and 
moderation—with the political methods of 
the World—enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, 
selfishness, dissension, party spirit. The 
final talk was on the revival of the clergy 
in Hezekiah’s day. This was followed by 
the ministers and bishops expressing their 
hunger and thirst for God, followed by 
tears, confessions. of need, prayers, praise, 
singing, and reconciliation, the meeting go- 
ing on and on, then a late supper which 
was like a love feast, and a Holy Commun- 
ion next morning. The crisis has passed 
and the leaders are hoping that the spirit 
of revival may spread. God grant it. 

J. Edwin Orr 
Tiruvalla, Travancore 
India 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 21) 
is in this box!” 

What might have been the result if 
the so-called Lord’s prayer had been 
correctly translated, “Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from the evil 
one”?—for the Greek word that is 
translated evil in the Prayer Book and 
common versions is the word used for 
the evil one or the wicked one in many 
New Testament passages (Mt. 13:19, 38; 
John 17:15; 1 John 2:13, 14; 3:12; 5:18, 
19). 

De Rougemont has one more apt 
phrase in connection with the devil hid- 
ing himself in sin. “As soon as you 
think you see him because he has acted 
in some manner that is extreme, as soon 
as you attempt to unmask him within 
sins, he slips out of your grasp by hay- 
ing men of science teach you that sin 
does not exist: what really is the matter 
is some trouble with the endocrine 
glands, or some fantasy of the subcon- 
scious mind, or some mental malady, or 


an improper social adjustment. . . . We 
are not responsible for anything.. We are 
not bad; we are merely sick. . . .” In 


view of the currency gained by false 
psychological concepts, it is important 
to realize that these ideas are Satanic in 
every part and that Satan is hiding with- 
in these modern phrases just as he hid 
in the satyrs and the red comedy figure. 

In addition to these devices and wiles 
of Satan in connection with his exist- 
ence or non-existence, and his attempts 
to hide himself in various forms or fic- 
tions, the father of lies is especially con- 
cerned with spreading false ideas about 
his origin, his past history, his present 
abode, and his future destiny. We have 
touched on certain phases of this at 
previous points in this study, but at the 
risk of repeating we feel it necessary to 
set forth in one place the whole of the 
Bible truth concerning Satan’s abode. 
We have pointed out that sin did not 
begin in Heaven; it began on earth. 
Satan’s great movement was toward 
Heaven, and God has permitted the oc- 
cupation of a portion of His domain 
by Satan ever since the first arrogant 
cry, “I will ascend into heaven” (Isa. 
14:13). We still wrestle against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heav- 
enly places (Eph. 6:12). Many have 
been deceived by the use of the proph- 
etic past in our Lord’s statement, “I be- 
held Satan as lightning falling from 
heaven” (Lk. 10:18). De Rougemont be- 
gins one of the chapters of his work on 
the devil with the quotation of this text 
and the opening sentence: “The Bible 
teaches us that Lucifer is an angel fallen 
from Heaven.” The Bible does not 
teach us anything of the kind. 

One of the common lies which the 
devil has made to pass among men as 
good coin is the idea that Satan is now 
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in Hell, that he is the ruler of Hell, 
and that he has the power to punish 
men in Hell. The truth is that the devil 
has never yet been punished; that he 
does not know what Hell is like except 
from the Word of God; that, when he 
ultimately reaches the place of his pun- 
ishment, he will be there as the chief 
outlaw prisoner and not as ruler, gover- 
nor, jailer, or tormentor. There is great 
confusion arising from this widespread 
illusion that Satan is at present in Hell 
and that he is the ruler of that place. 


C. S. Lewis has written the most fam- 
ous book of our generation on the sub- 
ject of the devil. The Screwtape Leiters, 
while containing a portion of whimsey, 
are nevertheless strongly loaded with 
excellent teaching concerning the meth- 
ods which the devil uses in seducing 
men and women to his ends. We might 
even suggest a careful reading of the 
book as a postscript on this present 
chapter. C. S. Lewis frames his whole 
work as written from Screwtape in Hell, 
which the demon calls “our Father's 
house,” and has him speaking of Satan 
as “Our Father Below.” This may be 
clever, but it is untrue. Satan is not yet 
“below.” In Screwtape’s nineteenth let- 
ter to Wormwood, we read, “When the 
creation of man was first mooted and 
when, even at that stage the Enemy 
(i.e., God) freely confessed that he fore- 
saw a certain episode about a cross, Our 
Father (i.e., the devil) very naturally 
sought an interview and asked for an 
explanation. The Enemy gave no reply 
except to produce the cock-and-bull 
story about disinterested love which He 
has been circulating ever since. This 
Our Father naturally could not accept. 
He implored the Enemy ‘to lay His 
cards on the table and gave Him every 
opportunity. He admitted that he felt a 
real anxiety to know the secret; the 
Enemy replied, ‘I wish with all my heart 
that you did.’ It was, I imagine, at this 
stage in the interview that Our Father's 
disgust at such an unprovoked lack of 
confidence caused him to remove him- 
self an infinite distance from the Pres- 
ence with a suddenness which has given 
rise to the ridiculous enemy story that 
he was forcibly thrown out of Heaven.” 
Spiritually, of course, Satan is exiled, 
but physically he still has access to 
Heaven and does not yet know Hell. 


De Rougemont gives Satan the title 
to Hell in even more definite phrases. 
“And certainly he could have every- 
thing, since he is called the Prince of 
this world in the Gospels, but he will 
never have anything other than this 
world. He will never reconquer Heaven, 
which is really the soul of this world. 
He will have nothing more of our uni- 
verse than the material carcass. And Sa- 
tan will probably use the debris of this 
transformed and debased House for the 
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fuel to heat his Hell.” Nothing could 
be further from the truth than to speak 
of Satan’s Hell. Satan has no Hell. 
There is only one Hell and that is 
God’s Hell. He prepared it, and He 
prepared it for the devil and his angels 
(Mt. 25:41). If men ultimately go there, 
it is because God enlarges it, so that its 
mouth may open without measure (Isa. 
5:14). The Lord Jesus taught very defi- 
nitely that it is our God who has the 
power of eternal punishment and who 
exercises it. “Fear not them which kill 
the body,” He told the disciples, “and 
which are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him (God) which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell” 
(Mt. 10:28). 

In the tympanum, the triangular 
space over the entrance way of the doors 
of many Gothic cathedrals, there is a 
sculpture, sometimes in bas-relief, some- 
times in haut-relief, that frequently por- 
trays a great Satanic error. Under the 
point of the arch, there is the bearded 
head that represents the Father. Be- 
neath this there is a dove with out- 
stretched wings, representing the Holy 
Spirit. The center of the triangle is the 
enthroned figure of Christ, surrounded 
by the Virgin and angels or apostles. 
Beneath the feet of the Lord, the re- 
maining oblong space is filled with a 
representation of the supposed last 
judgment. In the center, there is a set 
of balances on which the souls are 
weighed, while the recording angel 
checks the procedure from a scroll. To 
one side, angels attach wings to the 
souls of the blessed who rise open- 
mouthed with song toward the angels. 
On the other side, there are imps and 
demons who prod the souls of the 
howling, grimacing damned toward the 
flames of torment which were sometimes 
painted red to make the scene more 
terrifying. We can be assured from the 
Word of God that Satan was thé author 
of that artistic idea, and that it is merely 


a part of his lies to hide his past, glorify - 


his present, and obscure his future. 

The devil certainly knows all that the 
Bible has to say about him, and he un- 
derstands it only too well. The unfallen 
angels of God eagerly plunge their gaze 
{the Greek verb is very strong) into the 
depths of Scripture to fathom the mean- 
ing (2 Pet. 1:12). The demons also be- 
lieve and tremble (Jas. 2:19). We may 
be sure that the chief of the rebels 
knows every line and word of the Scrip- 
tures. He quoted it to Christ (Mt. 4:6), 
and has himself been sorely wounded by 
its thrusts, not only when it was wielded 
by the Lord, but when used by believers, 
for we are told that “they overcame him 


by the blood of the Lamb, and by the ' 


word of their testimony” (Rev. 12:11), 
which is a testimony of alignment with 
the’ Word of God. 

(To Be ConTINvueEp) 
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MODERN PSYCHOLOGY 
(Continued from 13) 
God, to them that are according to 
his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 

To spell out this truth still further, let 
me assert that according to Christianity 
history is not a chaos of brute happen- 
ings; it is a stupendous drama gradually 
unfolding itself on the cosmic stage. 
Moreover, according to Christianity, life 
is not an idiot’s tale but—if he will have 
it so!—a pilgrimage in which man can 
walk in blessed fellowship with God, a 
pilgrimage which brings him not to 
black and blank nonentity but to the 
eternal glory of the Father’s house. And 
no rival interpretation of existence can 
and does so undergird life with meaning. 

Man Needs Hope 

In the second place, as Carl Jung 
sees our human situation, for optimum 
psychological health, a man _ needs 
hope. Without the sustaining vision of 
some achievable and abiding goal he 
cannot be happy, effective, or well- 
integrated. This particular need is also 
emphasized by William Sheldon in his 
Psychology and the Promethean Will. 
“Happiness,” he declares, “may be de- 
fined as a condition of moving success- 
fully toward a difficult or receding 
objective.” In other words, a man must 
have a goal in view, and a man must 
be both sure that he is achieving his 
goal and that his goal is of abiding 
value. Only as he possesses such cer- 
tainty can a man be genuinely happy 
and creative. Lacking that dynamic cer- 
tainty, however, he becomes listlessly 
dispirited. Coleridge mixed psycho- 
logical insight with quotable poetry 
when he observed: 
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the Lord Jesus 

















Work without hope draws water 

in a sieve, 

And hope without an object 

cannot live. 

Faith and hope, then, are inextrica- 
bly enmeshed. In fact, when Gordon 
Allport, professor of psychology at 
Harvard University, writes, “Faith is 
basically belief in the validity and the 
attainability of some goal,” he is echo- 
ing a great New Testament text, 
“Faith is the evidence of things hoped 
for” (Heb. 11:1). 

But now suppose that in the long 
run all existence is purposeless. Sup- 
pose nothing is of permanent worth. 
Suppose that, while a man’s short- 
range goals are achievable and good— 
the making of a decent living, the pur- 
chase of a home, the rearing of a fam- 
ily, the writing of a book, the shaping 
of. an upright character—nevertheless, 
everything he achieves is slated for 
eventual oblivion. 

Suppose, in short, that Bertrand 
Russell has hit the bull’s-eye: “That 
Man is the product of causes which had 
no prevision of the end they were 
achieving; that his origin, his growth, 
his hopes and fears, his loves and his 
beliefs, are but the outcome of acci- 
dental collocations of atoms; that no 
fire, no heroism, no intensity of thought 
and feeling, can preserve an individual 
life beyond the grave; that all the 
labours of the ages, all the devotions, 
all the inspiration, all the noonday 
brightness of human genius, are des- 
tined to extinction in the vast death of 
the solar system; and that the whole 
temple of Man’s achievement must in- 
evitably be buried beneath the debris 
of a universe in ruins . . . all these 
things, if not quite beyond dispute, 
are yet so nearly certain, that no phil- 
osophy which rejects them can hope to 
stand. Purposeless . . . void of mean- 
ing, is the world which Science presents 
for our belief.” 

Suppose that Russell is right, and 
that existence embodies no ultimate 
meaning; suppose, instead, that exist- 
ence circles aimlessly in a void of non- 
sense, futility, and self-destructiveness. 
Then it follows with a grim inevita- 
bility that man can have no hope even 
as he can have no faith. Short-range 
goals may serve as a dynamic for human 
aspiration and action—until a man 
stops to reflect. And at that moment, 
as he is overwhelmed by the sheer 
idiocy of life, his ambition shrivels 
away and his energy is suddenly de- 
pleted like a balloon jabbed with a pin. 
Why bother about anything if the 
whole temple of human achievement 
must inevitably be buried beneath the 
debris of a universe in ruins? 

A person painfully grows up, strug- 
gles to keep body and soul together, 
cultivates his mind and _ personality— 
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then blank and black nonentity forever! 
Really, why bother? A man builds a 
home and begets children whom he 
loves with a holy passion—then he is 
torn away from them or they from him 
forever. Really, why bother? A man 
writes “imperishable literature,” but 
sooner or later it will perish. A man 
composes “deathless music,” but sooner 
or later it will be strangled by eternal 
silence. A man creates a thing of “ever- 
lasting” beauty, but ‘sooner or later it 
will be smashed to pieces. So if the end 
of all striving and struggling, if the 
end of all man’s aspiration and activity 
is a fistful of dust, really, why bother? 
Without faith, you see, hope has no 
foundation. 

This mood of enervating hopeless- 
ness finds striking illustration in an 
article by Klaus Mann, the son of 
Thomas Mann, which appeared in the 
June, 1949, issue of Tomorrow. Speak- 
ing for the disillusioned intellectuals of 
Europe he exclaimed: “There is no 
hope. Whether we intellectuals are 
traitors or whether we are victims, in 
any case we'd better recognize the utter 
hopelessness of our situation. Why fool 
ourselves? We're done for! We're 
licked . . . We're licked, we're 
through! Why not admit it? . 
Things have reached a point where 
only the most dramatic, most radical 
gesture has a chance to be noticed, to 
wake the conscience of the blinded, 
hypnotized masses. I’d like to see hun- 
dreds, thousands of intellectuals fol- 
low the examples of Virginia Woolf, 
Ernst Toller, Stefan Zweig, Jan Mas- 
aryk. A suicide wave among the world’s 
most distinguished, most celebrated 
minds would jog the people out of 
their lethargy, would make them real- 
ize the extreme gravity of the ordeal 
man has brought upon himself by his 
folly and selfishness. . . . Let’s resign 
ourselves to absolute despondency. It’s 
the only sincere attitude, and the only 
one that can be of help.” 

Now that outburst may be overly 
melodramatic, yet even so it is reveal- 
ingly symptomatic of contemporary 
thought. If there is no faith, there can 
be no hope; and because among many 
intellectuals today there is no faith, 
there is likewise no hope. 

Or if there is any hope, it issues 
from the bloody mysticism of the Com- 
munist faith, a faith which has already 
brought disillusionment to its devotees 
among the intelligentsia of our Western 
world. Whittaker Chambers, a devotee 
who has recanted under the shock of 
disillusionment, speaks for a large com- 
pany of fellow-penitents in his auto- 
biographical Witness. “The dying 
world of 1925 was without faith, hope, 
character, understanding of its malady, 
or will to overcome it. It was dying 
but it laughed. And this laughter was 
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not the defiance of a vigor that refuses 
to know when it is whipped. It was the 
loss, by the mind of a whole generation, 
of the power to distinguish between 
reality and unreality, because, ulti- 
mately, though I did not know it, it 
had lost the power to distinguish be- 
tween good and evil. . . . The dying 
world had no answer to the crisis of 
the twentieth century, and, when it 
was mentioned, and every moral voice 
in the Western world was shrilling 
crisis, it cocked an ear of complacent 
deafness and smiled a smile of blank 
senility—throdughout history, the smile 
of those for whom the executioner 
waits. Only in Communism have I 
found any practical answer at all to 
the crisis, and the will to make the an- 
swer work. It was not an attractive 
answer, just as the Communist Party 
was not an attractive party. Neither 
was the problem which called it forth 
and which it proposed to solve, attrac- 
tive. But it had ultimate appeal. In 
place of desperation, it set the word 
hope. If it was the outrage, it was also 
the hope of the world. In the twentieth 
century, it seemed impossible to have 
hope on any other terms.” 

Even granting, hypothetically, the 
validity and attainability of the Com- 
munist ideal, it has no foundation for 
abiding hope. For it too must admit 
the pessimistic verdict of science, as 
Bertrand Russell eloquently states it. 
Communism like every human _ philos- 
ophy must face the grisly ghost of ulti- 
mate meaninglessness. The second law 
of thermodynamics must inexorably 
bury even the Utopia of the classless 
society under the debris of a universe 
in ruins. That is the poignancy of our 
predicament, and its hopelessness also. 
In a memorable passage William James 
has caught the inevitable Weltschmerz of 
life without Christian faith: “Mankind 
is in a position similar to that of a set 
of people living on a frozen lake, sur- 
rounded by cliffs over which there is 
no escape, yet knowing that little by 
little the ice is melting, and the inevit- 
able day drawing near when the last 
film of it will disappear, and to be 
drowned ignominiously will be the hu- 
man creature’s portion. The merrier the 
skating, the warmer and more sparkling 
the sun by day, and the ruddier the 
bonfires at night, the more poignant 
the sadness with which one must take 
in the meaning of the total situation.” 

Eat, drink, and be merry—if you are 
an emotional blank or an unreflecting 
idiot or a good actor! Tomorrow the 
ice cracks underneath us and we sink 
down into eternal darkness. 

Of course, some heroic soul may rise 
up to urge that, in spite of our pre- 
dicament, we must forget, each one of 
us, his own insignificance and unabid- 
ingness in order to make this brief—and 
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only—episode of consciousness pleasant 
and profitable for our fellow-victims of 
cosmic imbecility. But years ago J. R. 
Seeley exposed the shallowness of that 
appeal: “When the supernatural does 
not come in to overwhelm the natural, 
and turn life upside down, when it is 
admitted that religion deals in the first 
instance with the known and natural, 
then we may well begin to doubt 
whether the known and the natural can 
suffice for human life. No sooner do we 
try to think so than Pessimism raises 
its head. The more our thoughts widen 
and deepen, as the universe grows upon 
us and we become accustomed to 
boundless space and time, the more 
petrifying is the contrast of our own 
insignificance, the more contemptible 
becomes the pettiness, shortness, and 
fragility of the individual life. A moral 
paralysis creeps over us. For a while we 
comfort ourselves with the notion of 
self-sacrifice; we say, What matter if I 
pass, let me think of others! But the 
other has become contemptible no less 
than the self; all human griefs alike 
seem little worth assuaging;) human 
happiness too paltry at the best to be 
worth increasing. . . . The affections 
die away in a world where everything 
great and enduring is cold; they die of 
their own conscious feebleness and 
bootlessness.” 


The modern world, to sum up, finds 
itself in the situation of the Graeco- 
Roman world before the gospel poured 
new vitality into its sluggish veins. For 
across that ancient world Paul wrote 
the verdict, “No hope” (Eph. 2:12). 
And that same verdict can be written 
across our world today. 


But now suppose—and what a trans- 
forming thought!—that Christianity is 
true. Suppose’ there is a God, the 
Creator of the cosmos and the Lord of 
history, a holy Father of infinite love. 
Suppose He has personally stepped into 
space-time. Suppose he has been Self- 
uttered in the whole fact of Jesus 
Christ. Suppose, therefore, that con- 
scious existence does not end with 
death. Suppose, rather, that everything 
a man is and does has value in the 
light of an eternity to come. Then 
hopelessness is wiped out in one obliter- 
ating blow. Then there is a shining goal 
to lure us on through the dark mists of 
terrestrial experience. Then there are 
abiding goals to be achieved, and those 
goals are achievable by God’s grace. 
Faith, you see, engenders hope, and as 
the New Testament radiantly affirms: 
“God has given us everlasting consola- 
tion and good hope through grace” (2 
Thes. 2:16). Thus only Christianity can 
supply a man with a valid, vitalizing 
expectancy, and thus Christianity is 
indispensable for optimum psychologi- 
cal health. (To Be ConrTINuED) 


ETERNITY 


eee 





qgqowo ff — — uv 
“”n 
eqouadcvuonsd CB) ve 

_ nd 


Moody’s 
Many 


Ministries 


Adhering firmly to sound 
doctrine and keeping in mind 
the evangelistic purposes 

and plans of its great founder, 
D. L. Moody, Moopy BIBLE 
INSTITUTE’S one desire is to serve 
and glorify Christ in 

directing its many ministries . . . 
the ministries made possible 

by the gifts of Christian 

friends. Through these 
ministries that reach to the 
ar-flung corners of the globe, 
many precious souls are won 

for the Lord of Hosts; young 
lives are trained for every 

phase of Christian work; and 
hundreds of thousands find 
their lives renewed in the 

power of God’s Word. 
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This many-sided work for Christ 
is made possible only by the 
day-to-day support of Christians. 
YOU make these ministries of 
Moody Bible Institute possible . . . 
when you support it through 
your prayers and gifts. 


DAY SCHOOL AND EVENING SCHOOL 

provide tuition-free instruction for some 2,700 students yearly. Besides a very 
comprehensive knowledge of the Word of God, Moody students are really 
trained in practical Christian work. Approximately 87,000 persons are con- 
tacted for Christ each year through students, and about 10,000 profess 
salvation. 


RADIO STATION WMBI 

—— blessings to thousands of listeners and fills the mail with letters of 
raise, thanksgiving and stories of conversions through this medium. And in 

WMBI's more than 25 years of broadcasting, not a single minute of radio 

time has ever been sold. 


EXTENSION DEPARTMENT 

extends the ministry of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE throughout the United States 
and Canada by holding Bible conferences and evangelistic services. Faculty 
engagements and programs presented by student gospel teams and music 
groups are processed in this department, as well as a much-in-demand pulpit 
supply. 


MOODY MONTHLY 

A fine Christian magazine that furnishes the very best in devotional, inspira- 
tional and informative reading for approximately 70,000 homes every month. 
Ideal as a how-to-do-it magazine for the Christian worker, it also has a special 
Youth Supplement of articles for young people. 


COLPORTAGE DEPARTMENT 


distributes approximately a half million FREE books, tracts and Scripture 
portions each month. This literature is printed in 32 languages and is sent to 
about 110 countries throughout the world, as well as to hospitals, prisons, 
schools, service camps and other distribution centers here in the U. S. 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 

is a ministry which helps Christians through home Bible study to know the 
Lord Jesus more intimately and serve Him more effectively. It is a way to more 
intelligent personal witnessing and devoted service to the local church. Nearly 
20,000 earnest students from all walks of life study these correspondence 
courses each year. 


FILM DEPARTMENT 

More than five and one-half million persons a year are reached through the’ 
showing of exciting full-color sound and motion films that correlate science 
with the gospel. Translated into 13 languages, these are shown in schools, 
colleges, churches and service camps over the world. Science filmstrips and a 
complete teacher training program are now available, and Bible story shorts 
are being produced. 


MOODY PRESS 

fulfills D. L. Moody’s dream of providing good Christian literature at a price 
people can afford. Each year, through Moody Press, outstanding books for 
Christians, especially Christian workers—on Bible study, devotional reading, 
writings of great Christians—books for children and young people are brought 
within the reach of countless Christian homes through this ministry. 


MOODY INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE 

located in West Los Angeles, California, produces the well-known ‘goepel- 
science films and filmstrips, and works out new ideas of Christian education 
and training. Exciting “Sermons from Science” demon- 
strations originate here, too, and are booked for showings 
all over the country, predominantly in service camps. 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street - Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 














